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TO THE SACRED MEMORY 
OF THE 

FATHERS AND MOTHERS 

OF 

The Town of Wilmington, 
this book is most affectionately dedicated. 



Some arc still with us, charged with the duties of the hour ; 

many have gone before, joining the great majority. 

May their bright and shining example 

ezfcr be to us a guiding star in the 

voyage of Hfe, 



WILMINGTON REUNION. 



A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF MEASURES TAKEN WHICH 

RESULTED IN THE REUNION. 

/S) DESIRE seems simultaneously to have possessed the minds 
j^ of many of the sons and daughters of Wilmington to revisit 
the liome of their childhood and renew the friendships and asso- 
ciations of other days ; this desire was naturally communicated 
to others, only to find a hearty response. 

There is a living cord which binds men and animals to the 
spots where •they first feel life. A wonderful instinfl guides 
the fish of the sea through the dark floods of the ocean to the 
streams where their existence began ; that direfls the bird 
through the vast expanse of the air back to the hidden spot 
where it was born, and enables the beast of the forest to track 
its way through dense shades to its native lair. 

So there is in the heari: of man a secret, vague yearning, an 
instin6live desire to visit his native home, which time can never 
efface. The memories of early days go with us through life. 
They are golden threads woven into the warp and woof of our 
existence. They grow brighter and brighter as tlie rest of ihe 
fabric fades and decays. 

On February 21, 1890, a meeting was held at the Town Hall 
to take initiatory^ steps in bringing about the Reunion and Cele- 
bration which occurred on July 3-6. F. W. ChilJs, R. S. Childs, 
A. W. Childs, G. L. Clary and others were present from Brat- 
tleboro, and a goodly number of citizens. The meeting w as 
called to order by H. Mann, Jr., and temporary organization 
eftedled by the eleflion of C. D. Spencer as Chairman, and \\. 
A. Willard, Jr., Secretary. 

Upon motion, the Chairman appointed the following committee 
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to present the names of eighteen persons to serve as an Execu- 
tive Committee of the Reunion Association, viz., R. S. Childs, 
H. Mann, Jr., J. H. Kidder, A. M. Johnson, O. O. Ware, and J. 
R. Buell. 

After consultation, the committee reported as follows, which 
report was adopted : 

Executive Committee. 

E. A. Fitch, Chairman; H. Mann, Jr., Edward Titus, J. M. 
Bassett, C. M. Ware, E. E. Wheeler, C. D. Spencer, O. O. Ware, 
A. L. Childs, E. M. Haynes, C. M. Russell, O. H. Jones, G. A. 
Boyd, J. R. Buell, D. G. Hubbard, J. H. Kidder, E. O. Barnard, 
A. M. Johnson ; Advisory, F. W. Childs. 

To this committee the names of H. F. Barber and Charles H. 
Parmelee were subsequently added. 

On March 3rd, pursuant to notice, occurred a second meeting 
and the following officers and committees were chosen to assist 
the Executive Committee in carrying out the objects of their ap- 
pointment : 

Officers and Committees. 

President, E. A. Fitch ; Vice-President, E. E. Wheeler ; 
Treasurer, C. D. Spencer ; Secretary, A. M. Johnson ; Auditor, 
E. A. Willard, Jr. 

Committee of General Arrangements. — H. Mann, Jr., J. H. 
Kidder, J. R. Buell, C. M. Russell, Edward Titus. 

Committee upon Literary Exercises. — C. M. Russell, H. 
Mann, Jr., F. W. Childs, O. O. Ware, Mrs. Esther S. Forbes. 

Committee upon Finance. — E. M. Haynes, E. E. Wheeler, 
J. H. Kidder, A. L. Childs, J. M. Bassett. 

Committee upon Music. — ^J. H. Kidder, B. L. Johnson, Mrs. 
C. D. Spencer, Mrs. H. Mann, Jr., A. M. Johnson. This com- 
mittee subsequently chose as advisory, the following persons : 
Elwin H. Smith, Cambridgeport, Mass.; Mrs. Alice E. Crawford, 
Chicago, 111.; Fred A. Flagg, New York City; Mrs. Sarah M. 
Kidder, Brattleboro, Vt.; Mrs. Fred L. Bowen, Bennington, Vt. 

Committee upon Correspondence and Invitations. — A. L. 
Childs, Eleazar Gorham, D. G. Hubbard. 

Committee upon Entertainment. — D. G. Hubbard, E. O. 
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Barnard, James C. Wheeler, Charles M. Ware, Edward Titus, 
Mrs. John Patch, Mrs. K. P. Ames, Charles L. Griffin. 

Committee upon Fireworks. — W. H. Childs of Brattleboro, 
George E. Haynes, H. W. Stearns of Brooklyn, F. A. Childs of 
Brattleboro, E. A. Willard, Jr. 

Committee upon Printing. — A. M. Johnson. 

The following nominating committees were also chosen : 

To report a list of forty Vice-Presidents. — ^J. H. Kidder, C. D. 
Spencer, C. M. Russell. 

To nominate a Banquet Committee of twenty members. — A. 
M. Johnson, A. L. Childs, G. A. Boyd. 

To nominate Chief Marshal and ten Aids. — O. H. Jones, John 
R. Buell, Edward Titus. 

At a town meeting held March 4th it was voted unanimously 
that the town appropriate three hundred dollars toward the con- 
tingent expenses of the proposed reunion. 

During the months of May and June numerous meetings were 
held to perfe6l arrangements, and the organization was rendered 
complete in the choice of the following officers and committees : 

President of the Day — E. A. Fitch. 

Vice-Presidents — PUeazar Gorham, B. H. Adams, J. H. Dix, 
O. M. Lawton, James H. Flagg, Leicester Cushman, E. M. 
Bruce, Arvine Boyd, Schuyler Ware, J. H. Corbett, B. L. Bar- 
nard, George Rose, Charles B. Ware, Justus Castle, Ashley 
Stone, G. K. Morse, Cyrus A. Smith, Henry May, Daniel J. 
Palmeter, Rev. H. Eastman, Calvin Carpenter, Waters Gillett, 
John Patch, William D. Miller, Warren Boyd, George D. Lamb, 
Liberty Wilder, H. W. Stearns, George C. Hubbard, Clark Har- 
ris, L. G. Parmalee, O. H. Jefts, W. P. Jones, Charles L. Lamb, 
Elijah Spencer, Emerson Moore, George G. P'ox, James Bassett, 
F. M. Avery, L. P. Harris. 

Orator — Col. Kittredge Haskins of Brattleboro. 

Mrs. Esther S. P'orbes consented to write a poem welcoming 
our invited guests. 

Toast-Master — C. M. Russell. 

Banquet Committee. 

J. M. Bassett, Chairman ; Mrs. Mary L. Goodnow, Mrs. V.. A. 
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Fitch, Mrs. O. O. Ware, Mrs. F. E. Ray, Mrs. H. B. Ware, Mrs. 
Clark Chandler, Mrs. Lizzie A. Bell, Mrs. A. M. Parmalee, Miss 
Alice E. Smith, Mrs. G. A. Boyd, F. R. Smith, J. G. Batchelder, 
C. C. Hubbard, F. E. Barnard, E. J. Titus, O. W. Boyd, F. J. 
Corbett, E. H. Davenport, E. M. Haynes. 

Committee upon Decorations. 
Rollin S. Childs. 

During the time intervening, a continued intercourse was kept 
up among those who were in earnest in reference to the matter, 
to the end that the residence of all entitled to an invitation should 
become known ; and especially were the more eminent and active 
descendents of Wilmington informed of the enterprise so that 
they might be able to accommodate their business or pleasure to 
an attendance at the contemplated reunion. 

The Committee upon Invitations, in addition to a general re- 
quest published in the local newspapers, that all former residents 
of Wilmington should appear here upon that day and take part 
in its festivites, sent circular invitations,. printed upon tinted note 
paper, to every part of the Union where a Wilmington man or 
woman could be traced. 

The invitation was as follows : 

[Upon the outside page.] 

** Should auld iici|uaintiince ])e forgot, 
And never brought to min' ? 
Should auld acquaintance be forgot. 
And days o' lang syne?" 

REUNION 

OF 

OLD CITIZENS, 

OF 
WILMINGTON, 

July 3-6, 1800. 

Upon the inside pages as follows : 

The citizens of Wilmington propose to hold a cqlebration and reunion of present 
and former residents, commencing on tlie evening of July 8rd, and continuing 
through the week. 

The evening of the 3rd will be devoted to the greeting of friends, a grand band 
concert by the First Regiment Band of Brattleboro and the Wilmington Cornet 
Band, and, perhaps, other exercises that may hereafter be arranged. 

The general features of the programme for the 4th will be invocation, the reading 
of a part of the Declaration of Independence, address of welcome, an original poem, 
historical address, and toasts with responses by former Wilmingtonians who will be 
our guests on that day, interspersed with refreshments, and music, vocal and instru- 
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mental. In the evening there will be a grand display of fireworks, under the direc- 
tion of a Boston Pyrotechnist. 

Saturday, July 5, will be given up to social enjoyment, the renewal of old acquain- 
tances, with, perhaps, informal exercises, or excursions to places of most interest 
in the town. 

Sunday there will be appropriate religious and reunion services in the several 
churches and the presence of former members is especially desired. 

It is hoped to make the occasion a pleasant and profitable one to all, and you and 
your family are hereby cordially invited to attend. 

That the necessary arrangements and provisions be made allow us to urge that 
you return an answer as soon as possible, stating whether you will come or not, and 
if so at what time, and by wh^t route, and by whom you expect or prefer to be 
entertained. Respectfully, 

A. L. CHILD8, ^ 

ELEAZ AE GOBHAM, V Committee. 

D. G. HUBBAED, ) 

From many thus invited, letters were received full of good 
wishes for the success of the reunion, and the continued pros- 
perity of the town. 

From this time forward to the date appointed for the event- 
ful occasion, the town of Wilmington was the theatre of constant 
plans and labors. 

The various committees, and citizens generally, labored zeal- 
ously to make the occasion memorable, and endeavored to leave 
nothing undone that would contribute to the comfort, pleasure, 
and convenience of the invited guests, and all others who should 
be present. And now that the event is over, and a matter of 
local history, it is most gratifying to state that the reunion and 
celebration was an unqualified success, and forms a fitting tribute 
to the energy and patriotic impulses of all who labored so 
earnestly to the desired end. 

All the arrangements that were deemed necessary having been 
completed in detail, every one awaited the approach of the ap- 
pointed day with eager expectation. 
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REUNION WEEK. 

Visitors began to arrive early in the week, and by Thursday 
night the town was literally filled with people, but so thoroughly 
and systematically had the work of the Entertainment Commit- 
tee been performed that every one was at once assigned to com- 
fortable places upon their arrival. 

Band Concert. 

On Thursday evening occurred a grand band concert in the 
Village Square, by the Wilmington Cornet Band, B. L. Johnson, 
Leader, and the First Regiment Band of Brattleboro, F. C. 
Leightsinger, Leader. 

PROGRAMME. 

Overture — " Morning, Noon, and Night." , Siippc. 

First Regiment Band. 
Medley March. /. Occa, 

Wilmington Cornet Band. 
Grand Selection — ** Traviata." Verdi. 

First Regiment Band. 
Overture — ** Happy Valley Echos." ^./. Franklinficld. 

Wilmington Cornet Band. 
Cornet Solo — " Russian Fastasia." Levy. 

Mr. Sewall Morse of the First Regiment Band. 
Galop—" Love and Wine." Fr. Goetz. 

Wilmington Cornet Band. 
Popular Medley. Brooks. 

First Regiment Band. 
Sweetheart Polka. T. Prosho. 

Wilmington Cornet Band. 
Descriptive Fantasie — '* A Trip to Coney Island." Moses Tobani. 

First Regiment Band. 
The music was excellent and thoroughly enjoyed by all, de- 
spite the rain, which at times came in copious showers. 

Stereopticon Portraits. 
On Wednesday and Thursday evenings C. M. Russell intro- 
duced a feature of the programme, which at once proved to be 
both pleasing and entertaining — the presentation of about one 
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hundred and twenty-five stereopticon portraits of former and 
present citizens of the town. The views were projefted upon a 
canvas placed upon the Town Hall, from C. H. Parmelee's ver- 
anda, and a large number of people witnessed and enjoyed the 
exhibition notwithstanding the rain. 



REUNION DAY— JULY 4th. 

Contrary to general expeftation, morning dawned bright and 
beautiful. A heavy rain had fallen the night before and much 
anxiety was felt lest the day would prove unfavorable to out- 
door exercises. But as the sun appeared, the clouds broke 
away, leaving one of those beautifully clear and transparent at- 
mospheres that so grandly displays the gorgeous scenery of the 
surrounding hills and mountains — the pride and glory of old 
Wilmington. The town was early astir. The ringing of bells 
and the pealing of cannon announced the dawn of the morning, 
and soon after, the streets and squares began to fill with people, 
prepared to enjoy the long expe6led holiday. Nearly every 
building and residence in the village was beautifully decorated 
with flags, bunting, and streamers, and the town was never be- 
fore so gaily decked in the national colors. 

Four beautiful United States flags, from Masten & Wells, 
Boston, were suspended from buildings on the principal streets, 
each bearing appropriate mottoes and sentiments. The flag from 
0. O. Ware's Store to the Town Hall — size i 5x30 — bore the 
words upon one side, ** Hurrah for Wilmington," and on the op- 
posite, " Should Old Acquaintance be Forgot ? " From Spencer 
& Leonard's Store, suspended across North Main Street during 
the 3rd was a flag bearing the words, '* Happy Greetings," and 
" Welcome ;" on the 4th a larger flag was displayed with the 
words, ** Home of Our Childhood," and " Welcome Everybody." 
On West Main Street gaily floated the fourth flag, strung from 
Russell's Building to a flag-staff* opposite, and upon one side ap- 
peared the words, ** Welcome Old-Timers," and upon reverse, 
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" Home Again." The mottoes were painted by S. C. Davis of 
Brattleboro, and were artistic in style. From the Savings Bank 
Building to Ware's Store, was an attractive display of the flags 
of all nations. Much credit is due R. S. Childs, Committee 
upon Decorations, for his indefatigable labors in this direction. 

It was expected that the procession would move promptly at 
9 o'clock A. M., but owing to the muddy roads and dampness in 
the Grove, it was thought best to wait one hour, at which 
time the procession was formed by Chief Marshal F. E. Ray, 
assisted by the following competent aids : Mills Brown, F. H. 
Aldrich, E. J. Titus, J. M. Bassett, Frank B. Mann, Frank Stan- 
clift, C. E. Carpenter, George H. Streeter, Frank G. Smith, H. 
W. Stearns, H. L. Millington, and E. O. Barnard, who headed 
the procession followed by the 

Wilmington Cornet Band — Fifteen Piecfes — Barney L. Johnson, 

Leader ; J. H. Kidder, Drum Major. 
Color Guard of C. B. Lawton Post, No. 44, G. A. R. 
Orator and President of the Day. 
Officers of the Association. 
Invited Guests. 
First Regiment Band of Brattleboro — Twenty-four Pieces — F. 
C. Leightsinger, Leader ; James McNulty, Drum Major. 
Jacksonville Camp Sons of Veterans. 
Forty-two Young Ladies. 
Citizens. 
Thus formed, the procession moved to the beautiful grove 
owned by Mrs. Lizzie A. Bell, the use of which this lady most 
courteously and generously granted the Association in which to 
hold the exercises of the day. Seats had been provided to ac- 
commodate nearly two thousand people. A rostrum had been 
erected upon which full one hundred persons w^ere seated. 

The exercises were introduced by music by the Wilmington 
Cornet Band. 

The Throne of Divine Grace was invoked by Rev. A. W. 
Goodnow of West Halifax, in a solemn and impressive manner. 
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INVOCATION. 

O God, our Heavenly Father, Thou who art the source and 
fountain of all good ; we, thy children, on this our National An- 
niversar}'^ would first turn our thoughts to Thee. Thou hast been 
our fathers' God, guiding and upholding them through all the 
perplexing uncertainties and trials of the early history of our 
nation ; and Thy hand has been seen and acknowledged in the 
subsequent events that have so tested the strength and wisdom 
of this great Republic. We thank Thee for our country, for its 
free institutions, and for its history which has so unfolded Thy 
character, and impressed us with a sense of Thy being and 
providence. We thank Thee for the varied and abundant bless- 
ings bestowed up6n this town, and that so many of her sons and 
daughters are permitted to gather on this festive occasion. Mer- 
cifully protect in their return, those who have come from distant 
homes, to greet old friends and review the scenes of their early 
life. Be Thou with us through all these services and give strength 
and wisdom to each who may take part in these exercises. And 
may the plans and efforts of this people in all the future so fall 
in with the line of Thine own truth and purposes, as to receive 
Thy proteftion and blessing through all time. Grant that an 
entrance may finally be given to us into the Kingdom of Christ, 
and to Thee, Father Son and Spirit, shall be the glory forever. 
Amen. 



Following the Invocation " America " was sung, the audience 
joining in this grand old hymn. 

The Declaration of Independence was read by Prof L. A. 
Butterfield of Boston. 

Music followed, " Hurrah for Old New England," sung by 
the Henschel Quartette of Springfield, Mass. — E. C. Cowles, C. 
O. George, W. G. Chamberlain, and E. P. Hadley — and the 
Childs family ; and the audience joining in the chorus. 
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ADDRESS OF WELCOME 

By E. a. Fitch, President of the Day. 

Fellow Citizens y Citizens of other Towns ^ and Invited Guests : 

This day is an auspicious day. One hundred and fourteen 
years ago the independence of the American Colonies was pro- 
claimed. One hundred and fourteen years ago this morning it 
was asked with fear and trembling, it was whispered with bated 
breath, '* Will they do it?" "Dare they do it?" There were 
white lips and blanched faces. Then the cry was heard, " They 
have done it !" The urchin shouted to the man in the belfry, 
" Ring ! Grandpa ! Ring ! O, Ring for Liberty !" And there 
floated out on the July air, to all the world the immortal dec- 
laration, " We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men 
are created equal ; that they are endowed with certain inalien- 
able rights, among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness." Making memorable this day we celebrate in a 
nation's annals, and marking forever an era in the history of the 
race. 

Inspired by love of freedom under circumstances that would 
appal their children's children of today, the battle was waged, 
the victory won and a government " by the people, for the people, 
and of the people " established. On this proud natal day of Lib- 
erty, this recurring anniversary of national existence, from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, the tide of patriotic emotion is swelling 
the hearts of men. Everywhere over this broad land today, in 
city's street or village hamlet, floats our national ensign, hope of 
the strong, shield of the weak, the proud banner of sixty millions 
of free men. Everywhere today, from the pines of Maine to 
the Everglades of Florida, from the Columbia of the North to 
the Rio Grande of the South, the name of Washington is being 
revered ; the heroic deeds of the patriot fathers recalled and the 
cause of Liberty enshrined anew in the hearts of the people. 
The cause for which, and to the maintainance of which, our 
fathers pledged their fortunes, their lives, and their sacred honors. 
The patriot fathers! Long may their virtues be remembered 
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and their praises sung! Long may their noble blood course in 
the veins of worthy descendents ! May no subsequent events, 
however great, diminish the grandeur of their achievement or 
obscure the glory of their renown. 

Today nature is propitious. Above us the infinite blue of 
bending skies ; beneath our feet the dust has sprung wanton into 
grass and flowers ! Over grove and town the imperial sun 
scatters his golden splendors ; verdure crowned are hills and 
valleys ; for us the ever-recurring miracle of the seasons has been 
wrought, and lo, the earth is Eden new again ! Throughout the 
Northland it is summer ; wherever canopied by the stars and 
stripest it is Fourth of July ; it is gala-day ; in Wilmington it 
is jubilee, made sacred and historic by the return and presence 
of her sons and daughters. Wilmington, clothed with maples 
whose leaves whisper to the touch of the wind and whose sweet 
is nectar for men and gods ; Wilmington, sentinel guarded by 
old Haystack and jewelled by fair Raponda Lake ; Wilmington, 
river-ribboned and mountain-crowned ; Wilmington, not like 
Rome, sitting upon her seven hills, but nestled among them ; 
Wilmington, the typical, the ideal Yankee Land whose steady 
beating pulse begins to feel the throb of new life ; Wilmington, 
peopled by independent, frugal, honest toilers ; Wilmington, 
stately and fair among her sis^ters ; Wilmington, town of school- 
houses and churches, where education is encouraged and virtue, 
honor, and intelligence revered ; Wilmington, home of men and 
women on whose eastward-turned faces already falls the dawn 
of a coming century; Wilmington, your mother has called, and 
her children have heard the call — from East, from West, from 
North, from South, you have come at her bidding. She has 
heard of your prosperity in distant cities ; of your success on 
the prairies of the West ; of your homes in the sunny South ; 
your skill in fields of art ; of your wisdom in halls of learning ; 
your eloquence in the pulpit; your triumphs at the bar; your 
ability in legislative bodies ; of your justice and impartiality up- 
on the bench ; of your achievements in every department of 
human industry ; all this she has heard and read with pride and 
satisfaction, yet still she longed to see her children face to face ; 
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and former residents be assured your mother is glad to see you 
here today. Her hand is stretched out to greet your coming ; 
her arms of forest-crowned hills circle you about ; her horizon 
of mountains walls you in. Paraphrasing the poet 
There was a sound of jubilee by day 
And Wilmington had gathered then 
Her beauty and chivalry ; 
And bright the sun shone o'er 
Fair women and brave men ; 
A thousand hearts beat happily, 
And when music arose with its entrancing swell, 
Familiar eyes looked love to eyes that spake again 
And all was merry as a marriage bell. 
But friends, since the day you left us the world has not stood 
still. What wonderful pages of history have been written ! 
What stupendous changes in the affairs of nations ! What rapid 
strides the sciences have made ! How discovery and invention 
have almost revolutionized the economy of society ! Man lives 
more in one decade than in two a half century ago, and, meas- 
ured by transpiring events and his facilities for knowledge and 
enjoyment, the allotted three score years and ten far exceeds the 
millennial age of Methuselah. 

Truly, time works strange marvels ! Since you trod this 

green 
And walked these streets, what wonders have you seen ! 
A new Prometheus tips our wands with fire, 
A mightier Orpheus strains the whispering wire ; 
Whose lightning thrills the lazy winds outrun 
And hold the hours as Joshua stayed the sun ; 
So swift indeed we hardly find a place 
P'or those dim fictions known as time and space. 
Still a new minted truth each year supplies. 
See you at work the chemist of the skies. 
Who questions Sirius in his tortured rays, 
And steals the secret of the solar blaze. 
Hush ! while the rattling martial bugles play 
The nation's airs a hundred miles away. 
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That wicked phonograph, hark, how it swears ! 
Turn it again and lo, it says its prayers ! 
While wondering Science stands herself perplexed 
At each day's miracle, and asks, "What next?" 
Not entirely unmingled with pain is the pleasure of our meet- 
ing today. Roll back the tide of years ; in the long list of 
those who went away are many who come not back again. 
Where are they ? Go to the cemetery and the white stones will 
tell you where they sleep. In closing hours of day when shad- 
ows lengthen toward the East, 

** Over all alike the impartial sunlight throws 
Its golden lilies miijgled with the rose.'* 

** We give to them this tender thought and pass 
Out of the graveyard with its trodden grass, 
To other scenes frequented by our feet, 
When we were young and life was fresh and sweet." 

** What can I say to you, what can I say 
Better than silence is ; when I survey 
This throng of faces turned to meet my own, 
Friendly and fair and yet to me unknown. 
Transformed the very landscape seems to be ; 
It is the same, yet not the same to me. 
So many memories crowd upon my brain, 
So many ghosts are in the wooded plain, 
I feign would steal away with noiseless tread. 
As from a house where some one lieth dead." 

" Ah me ! these sentinel years since last we met 
Are each a volume bound and set 
By Time, the great transcriber, on his shelves 
Wherein are writ the histories of ourselves. 
What tragedies, what comedies are there ! 
What joy and grief, what rapture and despair ! 
What chronicles of triumphs and defeat, 
Of struggle and temptation and retreat ! 
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What records of regrets and doubts and fears ! 

What pages Wotted, blistered by our tears ! 

Whose hand shall dare to open and explore 

These volumes closed and clasped forevermof^ ?" 
In no sense is this cherished affeftion for native town disloy- 
alty to your adopted homes. Neither is it detra6lion of, or 
disrespect to, our neighbors. It is not that we appreciate other 
places less, but that we love Wilmington more. Devotees have 
their holy ground ; pilgrims their consecrated shrines ; science 
her dedicated temples ; literature her classic fields ; oratory her 
Marshfield and Ashland; valor her Austerlitz and Lookout 
Mountain ; patriotism her Mt. Vernon and ^ringfield ; poetry 
her Stratford-upon-Avon, her Parnassus ; the Acadians their 
Acadia and " Grand Pre ;" imagination the fabled fountains of 
Utopia. In our love for mother-town we have a touch of all 
these and to us, her children, a more than all these. As wan- 
derers in a desert seek the cooling streams of the oasis ; as 
rivers over barren wastes yearn for the waiting sea ; as trees and 
flowers are mysteriously drawn toward light and warmth ; as the 
lonely shell whispers ever of ocean tide ; as dwellers in caverns 
gladden at light of sun and sky ; as children lost fly to parental 
arms, so do we, though miles and miles away ; so do we, ever 
wandering where we may, long for our home and come back 
today to pay the tribute of affeftion to this Mecca of our hearts. 
Citizens of the town, behold your brothers, your sisters, your 
sons, your daughters, today your invited, your honored guests, 
in whose Tieatts the place of their birth, the scene of their child- 
hood clustered about by pleasant memories and hallowed by 
sacred associations still lingers as the fairyland they longed to 
see. The remembered, the charmed, the consecrated "Home, 
Sweet Home." Citizens of Wilmington, by your request I hail 
our returned friends. 

At your command I greet them ; 

With you take their friendly hands in ours. 

And crown them with our welcome as with flowers. 



An Historical Address. 19 

FoUowing Mr. Fitch's address the Wilmington Cornet Band 
gave a musical selection. 

Mr- Fitch then said : 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

When it was decided to hold this reunion of Wilmington's 
children, it was also decided that an historical address should be 
prepared and delivered by some one of her gifted sons. The 
one selected to perform this important work, though born in 
Dover, was for a time a citizen of this town, and it was here the 
foundation of his eminent professional career was laid. A gen- 
tleman whom Wilmington always delights to own and honor. 
I have the pleasure of introducing to you Col. Kittredge Has- 
kins of Brattleboro, Orator of the Day. 



AN HISTORICAL ADDRESS. 

By Col. Kittredge Haskins of Brattld^oro, Vt, Orator 

of the Day. 

Introductory. 
Mr, President, Ladies and Gentlemen : 

It is recorded that the human race had its birth on the high 
table-lands of Central Asia, south and east of the Caspian Sea. 
That after families and tribes had remained together long enough 
to build up a common language and strong general features of 
chara(9:er and habit, they separated and formed a number of 
families and allied races. Then followed successive emigrations 
into dififerent parts of the country, constituting other distinft 
and independent tribes and nations. Thus has the family — ^the 
very foundation of all organized government — from the day 
when Cain went out from the presence of the Lord to dwell in 
the land of Nod to the present moment of our existence, been 
constantly undergoing changes and separations through the 
resistless tide of emigration. This rule is imperative and has 
no exception either in nations, tribes, communities, families or 



20 Wilmington Reunion. 

individuals. It has been and is the experience of each one of 
us. And so, on this universal anniversary-day, forgetting for a 
while the busy cares of life, which at times do but harass and 
vex, and with but little thought of the future, you have come 
together here, amid the scenes of your happy childhood and 
surrounded by so many endearing recolleftions, to revive friend- 
ships long since forgotten, to clasp hands in joy unspeakable, 
to testify by your presence your respeft and veneration for the 
fathers and early pioneers of the town, and for a brief season to 
walk in the footprints they have left behind. 

It would have been gratifying to me, and more profitable and 
entertaining, no doubt, to you, had your Committee selefted 
from your many learned and distinguished sons " to the manor 
born," some one of them, on whom should devolve the duties of 
this hour. I did, however, reluftantly consent to attempt its 
performance, fully realizing that my time was so near wholly 
occupied with other cares, that I should fall far short of doing 
full justice to the subjeft and occasion. If the fafts which I 
have been able to garner up and weave into this address shall 
serve as an incentive to some one, better qualified than myself, 
to go on and complete the story in all its interesting details, I 
shall feel doubly repaid for the time I have bestowed upon it, 
and I know that future generations will rise up and call him 
blessed. 

Its Charters. 

Wilmington is situated in the southwestern part of Windham 
County, and r is bounded north by Dover, eastjby Marlboro, 
south by Whitingham, and west by Readsboro and Searsburg, 
and as chartered contains thirty-six square miles.VrXhe original 
charter of the town was granted April 29th, 175 1, by Hon. Ben- 
ning Wentworth, Governor and Commander in Chief of the 
Province of New Hampshire, claiming to have and exercising 
jurisdiftion over what is now known as the State of Vermont as 
being a part of his province, to Phinehas Lyman and fifty-eight 
others, and was allotted into sixty-four equal shares. It was the 
almost universal custom, in granting townships at that period, 
to name them after some English borough, town or county, or 
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for some one of noble birth that had attained distin6lion under 
the EngHsh government. There was a current tradition years 
ago, that it was called Wilmington after Spencer Compton who 
was a member of Parliament for many years ; speaker of the 
House of Commons March 14, 1727 ; created Baron of Wil- 
mington Jan. 8, 1728; Lord President of the Council and Earl 
of Wilmington May 1730; became Prime Minister under the 
title of first Lord of the Treasury Feb. 17, 1742 ; he died July 
26, 1743, leaving no male issue, and thereupon the title became 
extin6l. 

I incorporate herein a copy of the charter, which is the third 
issued by Governor Wentworth of lands embraced within the 
New Hampshire Grants, and it reads as follows : 
*' Province of 1 George the Second by the Grace of God 

New Hamp. J of Great Brittain, France and Ireland, 

King, Defender of the faith &c. 
To all Persons to ivhom these Presents shall come Greeting — 

Know Ye that we of our Especial Grace, certain knowledge 
& mere motion for the Due ^Encouragement of settling a New 
Plantation within our said Province by & with the advice of our 
Trusty & well beloved Benning Wentworth FEsq. our Governor 
and Commander in Chief of our said Province of New Hamp. 
in America & of our Council of the said Province have upon 
the Conditions & reservations herein after made, Given and 
Granted, & by these Presents for us our heirs & successors Do 
Give & Grant in P.qual Shares unto our Loving Subje6ls, Inhab- 
itants of our said Province of New Hampshire and his Majesties 
other Governments and to their heirs and assigns forever whose 
names are entered on this Grant to be Divided to and amongst 
them into Sixty four equal Shares — All that Tra6l a Parcel of 
Land, Situate, Lying and being within our Province of New 
Hampshire, Containing by ad measurement Twenty Three thous- 
and & forty Acres, which Tra6l is to Contain Six Miles Square 
& no more and of which an Allowance is to be made for High- 
ways & unimprovable Lands, by rocks, Mountains, Ponds, & Riv- 
ers, one thousand and forty acres free according to a Plan hereof 
made & Presented by our said Governor's orders & hereunto 



22 Wilmington Reunion. 

annexed ; butted and bounded as follows, viz ; Beginning at the 
North West Corner of a Township called Halifax lately Granted 
to Oliver Partredge Esq. and others his associates, thence run- 
ning West Ten degrees North by the Needle Six Miles, thence 
running North lod East Six Miles, Thence running East lod 
South Six Miles, Thence running South lO degrees West Six 
Miles to the corner first mentioned which is also the South West 
corner of a Township Granted this Day to Saml. Dwight & 
others and that the Same be and hereby is Incorporated into a 
Township by the Name of Wilmington, and that the Inhabitants 
that do or shall hereafter Inhabit said Township are hereby De- 
clared to be enfranchized with & intitled to all & every the 
Privileges & Imunities that other Towns within our said Province 
by Law P.xercise & enjoy & further that the said Town as soon 
as there shall be fifty families resident and settled thereon Shall 
have the Liberty of holding two Fairs, one of which shall be 
held on the first Monday in the month of June & the other on 
the first Monday in the month of November, Annually, which 
Fairs are not to Continue & be held longer then the respe6live 
Saturdays following the said respeftive Days, and as soon as 
the Town shall consist of fifty families a Market shall be opened 
& kept one or more Days in each Week as may be thot most 
advantagious to the Inhabitants, also that the first meeting for 
the choice of Town Officers agreeable to the Laws of our said 
Province shall be held on the first Monday in March next, which 
meeting Shall be notified by Phinehas Lyman Esq. who is hereby 
also appointed the Moderator of the said first Meeting which he 
is to notify & Govern agreeably to the Laws & Custom of our 
said Province & that the annual meeting forever hereafter for 
the choice of such Officers of the said Town shall be on the 
first Monday of March annually. — To have and to hold the said 
Tra6l of Land as above expressed together with all the Privi- 
leges and appurtenances to them & their respective heirs & assigns 
forever upon the following conditions, viz. That every Grantee 
his heirs of assigns shall Plant or Cultivate five acres of Land 
within the Term of five years for every fifty Acres contained in 
his or their share or Proportion of Land in said Township & 
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Continue to Improve & Settle the same by additional Cultivation 
on Penalty of the forfeiture of his Grant or Share in the said 
Township & its reverting to his Majesty his heirs & successors 
to be by him or them regranted to such of his subjefts as shall 
effectually Settle & Cultivate the same. That all White & other 
Pine Trees within the said Township fit for Masting our Royal 
Navy be carefully Preserved for that use & none to be cut or 
felled without his Majesty's especial license for so Doing first 
had & obtained upon the Penalty of the forfeiture of the rights 
of such Grantee his heirs or assigns to us our heirs & Successors 
as well as being Subject to a Penalty of any Act or A6ls of Par- 
liment, that now are or shall be enacted. — 

That before any Division of the said Lands be made to and 
amongst the Grantees a Tract of Land as near the Center of the 
Township as the Land will admit of shall be reserved & marked 
out for Town Lots one of which shall be allotted to each Gran- 
tee of the Contents of one Acre yielding & paying therefore to 
us our heirs & successors for the space of ten Years to be com- 
puted from the Date hereof the rent of one ear of Indian Corn 
only on the 25th Day of December annually if Lawfully De- 
manded, the first Payment to be made on the Twenty-fifth Day 
of December next ensuing the Date hereof Every Proprietor, 
Settler or Inhabitant shall Yield & Pay unto us our heirs & Suc- 
cessors Yearly & every year forever from and after the expiration 
of the Ten Years from the Date hereof, Namely on the 25th Day 
of December which will be in the year of our Lord Christ one 
Thousand Seven hundred & Sixty-two, one Shilling Proclama- 
tion money for every hundred acres he so owns settles or pos- 
sesses & so in proportion for a greater or a lesser Tract of the 
said Land which money shall be paid by the respective Persons 
above sd. their heirs or assigns in our Council Chamber in Ports- 
mouth or to such Ofificer or officers as shall be appointed to re- 
ceive the same & this to be in lieu of all other rents & services 
whatsoever. — In testimony Whereof We have caused the Seal 
of our sd. Province to be hereunto affixed. 

Witness Benning Wentworth Esq. our Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief of our said Province the Twenty ninth Day of 
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April in the year of our Lord Christ one thousand Seven hun- 
dred & fifty one, & in the Twenty fourth year of our reign. 

B. Wentworth. 
By his Excellency's Command 
with advice of Council. 

Theodr. Atkinson Secy. 
Entered & recorded according to the original under the Prov- 
ince Seal, this 30th Day of April 1751. 

Pr Theodore Atkinson Sec'y. 

names of the grantees. — VIZ. 

Phinehas Lyman, Samuel Kent Junr., Abraham Burbank, 
Medad Pumroy, Noah Pumroy, Aaron Riseing, Paul Kent, Joel 
Kent, Jona. Underwood, Samuel Grainger, Joshua Austen, Saml. 
Hathway, Benja. Kent, Jona. Dwight, Shem Burbank, Elisha 
Kent, Timt. Mather, John Levet, Saml. Harmon, Joshua Kendal, 
Aaron Hitchcock, Lemuel Grainger, Simeon Grainger, P21ija. 
Easton, Phineas Sheldon, Reuben Harman, Silas Kent, John 
Grainger, Asaph Levet, John Roe Junr., John Old, Isaac Hall, 
Joseph Forward, Peletiah Adams, Saml. Dwight, Seth Dwight, 
Danl. Austin, Joseph Kent, Danl. Smith,' Simeon Hathaway, 
Daniel Gilbert, Elijah Sheldon, Elijah Kent, Zephinia Taylor, 
Ashur Sheldon, Benning Wentworth Esq., Benning Wentworth 
Esq., Theodore Atkinson Esq., Ellis Hushe Esq., Richd. Wibird 
Esq., John Downing Esq., Sampson Sheaf Esq., One share for 
the first Settled Minister, one share for the Benefit of the School 
foreveV, & one share for to remain as a Glebe for the Benefit of 
the Church of England as by Law Established which is to be 
under the Direction of the Church Wardens of the Queens 
Chaple in Portsmo. & for the benefit of the Church there till an 
Episcopal Clergiman is settled in the said Town of Wilmington, 
and then to remain for the sole Benefit of the ministery there, 
the Reverend Dctr. Timo. Cuttler, Majr. Jno. Wentworth Esq., 
John Wentworth Esq., Foster Wentworth, Capt. Samuel Carey, 
Jona. Edwards, Christo. Rynes, Phinehas Lyman Junr. 

Entered & Recorded 

pr Theodore Atkinson Secy." 

Then follows a Plat of the township with the allotment as 
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made to the proprietors thereof and duly recorded in the office 
of the Secretary of the Province May i, 1751. 

It has been often stated and may now, without question, be 
accepted as the fact, that owing to the non-fulfillment by the 
grantees of certain provisions of the aforesaid charter the grant 
became forfeited, and hence a second charter of the same lands 
under the name of Draper was granted by Govenor Wentworth 
June 17, 1763 to '* His Excellency Francis Barnard" and sixty- 
six others. 

This charter is recorded in the records of Cumberland County, 
out of which the counties of Windham, Windsor and Orange 
were erected and organized at an extra session of the Vermont 
Legislature in Feb. 1781, and from which records I have copied 
the charter in full, and it is as follows : 
** Province of 1 George the Third by the Grace of God 

New Hamp. / of Great Britain P>ance & Ireland King 

Defender of the Faith &c. 
To all Persons to whom these Presents shall come Greeting — 

Know ye that We of our Special Grace, certain Knowledge & 
mere Motion, for the due Plncouragement of Settling a New 
Plantation within our said Province by and with the advice of 
our Trusty and well beloved Benning Wentworth P2sq. our Gov- 
ernor and Commander in Chief of our said Province of New 
Hampshire in New Plngland & of our Council of the sd. Pro- 
vince have, upon the Conditions & Reservations herein after 
made Given and granted and by these Presents for us our Heirs 
and Successors do give & grant, in equal shares unto bur Love- 
ing Subjects Inhabitants of our said Province of New Hampshire 
& our other Governments and to their Heirs & Assigns for PLver 
whose Names are entered on this grant to be divided to and 
amongst them into Seventy Three equal Shares all that Tra6l or 
Parcel of Land situate lying and being within our said Province 
of New Hampshire containing by admeasurement Twenty Three 
Thousand & Forty Acres which Tract is to Contain Six Miles 
Square and no more, out of which an Allowance is to be made 
for Highways & Unimprovable Lands by Rocks, Ponds, Moun- 
tains & Rivers One Thousand %i Forty Acres free, According to 
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a Plan & Survey thereof made by Our said Governors Order and 
returned into the Secretarys Office & hereunto Annexed butted 
& Bounded as follows (Viz.) Beginning at the North West 
Corner of Halifax a Township formerly Granted in this Province 
to Oliver Partridge P2sq. and others his Associates thence run- 
ning West lo Degrees North by the Needle Six Miles from 
thence North lo Degs. P^ast by the Needle Six Miles thence 
turning off at right Angles & running PLast lO Degs. South Six 
Miles to the North West Corner of a Township formerly granted 
m this Province by the name of Marlborough thence South lo 
Degrees West by Marlborough aforesaid to the Corner of Hal- 
ifax began at, — and that the same be and hereby is Incorporated 
into a Township by the Name of Draper and the Inhabitants 
that do or shall hereafter Inhabit the said Township are hereby 
declared to be P2nfranchized with & entitled to all and every 
the Priviledges & Immunities that other Towns within our 
Province by Law Exercise & PLnjoy and further that the said 
Town as soon as their shall fifty P'amilies resident and Settled 
thereon shall have the Liberty of holding Two P'airs One of 

which shall be held on the and the other on the 

Annually which Fairs are not to Continue longer than the re- 

speftive Following the said and that as soon as the 

said Town shall consist of Fifty P'amilies a Market may be 
Opened and kept one or more days in each Week as may be 
thought most advantageous to the Inhabitants also that the first 
Meeting for the Choice of Town Officers agreable to the Laws 
of our said Province shall be held on the P'irst Thursday of July 
next which sd. Meeting shall be Notified by Isaac Searle who is 
hereby also appointed the Moderator of the said First Meeting 
which he is to Notify and Govern agreable to the Laws & Cus- 
toms of our said Province and that the Annual Meeting for ever 
hereafter for the Choice of such Officers for the said Town shall 
be on the second Tuesday of March Annually. To have & to 
Hold the said Tra6l of Land as above Expressed together with 
all Privileges & Appurtenances to them and their respective 
HeirSj^and Assigns for Ever upon the following Condition (Viz.) 
1st. That every Grantee his heirs and Assigns shall Plant 
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& Cultivate five Acres of Land within the Term of Five Years, 
for every Fifty Acres contained in his or their share or Propor- 
tion of Land in said Township and Continue to Improve and 
Settle the same by Additional Cultivations on Penalty of the 
Forfeiture of his Grant or Share in the said Township and of its 
reverting to us our Heirs & Successors to be by us or them re- 
granted to such of our Subjects as shall effeftually Settle & 
Cultivate the same. 

2dly. That all white & other Pine Trees within the said 
Township fit for Masting our Royal Navy be carefully Preserved 
for that use & none to be cut or felled without our special License 
for so doing First had and Obtained upon the penalty of the 
forfeiture of the Right of such Grantee or his heirs and Assigns 
to us our Heirs and Successors as well as being Subjedl to the 
Penalty of any Aft or A6ls of Parliment than now are or here- 
after shall be Enacted. 

3. That before the Division of the Land be made to and 
among the Grantees a Tract of Land as near the Centre of the 
said Township as the Land will admit of shall be reserved & 
Marked out for Town Lotts one of which shall be allotted to 
each Grantee of the Contents of One Acre, Yielding and Pay- 
ing therefor to us our Heirs & Successors for the Space of Ten 
Years to be computed from the date hereof the Rent of One 
Ear of Indian Corn only on the Twenty F^ifth Day of December 
Annually if Lawfully demanded the First Payment to be made 
on the Twenty Fifth Day of December 1763. 

4. Every Proprietor, Settler or Inhabitant shall Yield and 
Pay unto us our Heirs & Successors Yearly & every Year for 
ever from and after the P^xpiration of Ten Years from the above- 
said Twenty Fifth day of December namely on the Twenty fifth 
Day of December which will be in the Year of Our Lord 1773 
One Shilling Proclamation Money for every Hundred Acres he 
so owns Settles or Possesses & so in proportion for a Greater or 
lesser Tract of the said Land which Money shall be paid by the 
Respedlive Persons abovesaid their Heirs or Assigns in our 
Council Chamber in Portsmouth or to such Officer or Officers 
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as shall be Appointed to Receive the same and this to be in 
Lieu of all other Rents & Services whatsoever. 

In Testimony whereof We have caused the Seal of our said 
Province to be hereunto Afifixed Witness Benning Wentworth 
Esq. Our Governor & Commander in Chief of Our said Province 
the 17th day of June in the Year of Our Lord Christ One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty Three & in the Third Year 
of Our Reign. B. Wentworth. 

By his P^xcellencys Command 

with advice of Council 

T. Atkinson Junr. Secy. 

Province of New Hampshire June 17th 1763. Recorded ac- 
cording to the Original Charter under the Province Seal. 

T. Atkinson Junr. Secy. 

THE NAMES OF THE GRANTEES OF DRAPER. 

His P^xcelly. Frances Barnard Esq., Thomas Hubbard Esq., 
Harrison Gray Esq., Samuel Mather Esq., Daniel Jones, Samuel 
Blodget, John Searle, Seth Blodget, Jonathan Strong, P^benezer 
Wells, Seth Pomroy, Banjamin towards, John Clark, James 
Cowen, Moses Peek, Edward Lulwych, Timothy Taylor, Samuel 
Bowles, Phineas Lund, Jonathan Hastings, William Braller Esq., 
Samuel Makur Junr., Ebenezer Arms, Timothy Wright Junr., 
Danl. Wright, Jonathan Laurence, Ebenezer Laurence, Daniel 
Green, Peter Hay, Peter Hay Junr., Peter Hay Tertius, John 
Holden, James Stoodley, Joseph Bryant, Joseph Bryant Junr., 
Daniel Bryant, John Fowle, Jacob P2merson, Joseph Lyman, 
Daniel Wheeler, Thomas Willee, Jason Wright, Benjamin Will- 
son, Benjamin Kent, Walter Burke, Arnabridge Thatker P^sq., 
Oliver Wendall, Joseph Pinchon PLsq., Samuel Robinson Esq., 
Samuel Robinson Junr., Moses Robinson, John Fassatt, Nathaniel 
Marchant, Moses Robinson Junr., Isaac Searle, Caleb Strong, 
Caleb Strong Junr., Martin Phelps, John Fassatt Junr., Col. John 
Goss, James Walker, John Gofife Junr., Capt. Jonathn. Carleton, 
John Marsh, Honble. James Nevin Esq., John Nellson Esq., 
Theodore Atkinson Junr. Esq. 

His Excellency Benning Wentworth Esq., a Tra6l of Land to 
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Contain 500 Acres as Marked B. W. in the Plan which is to be 
Accounted Two of the Within Shares, One Whole Share for the 
Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in for- 
eign Parts — One Share for a Glebe for the Church of England 
as by Law Established — One Share for the First Settled Minis- 
ter of the Gospel and One Share for the Benefit of a School in 
said Town. 

Province of New Hampshire June 17th, 1763. Recorded from 
the back of the Original Charter under the Province Seal. 

Pr. Theodore Atkinson Junr. Secy." 

A plan of the lands granted is also spread upon the record, 
but it does not show any allotment of the granted premises, 
save the Governor's two shares of five hundred acres, which 
were allotted in a square in the southeast corner of the township. 

*' His Excellency Francis Barnard," whose name stands at the 
head of the list of proprietors of Draper, was Governor of the 
Province of Massachusetts under the appointment of King 
George HI., from 1760 to 1761. There is no evidence that he 
ever exchanged the luxuries of his Boston home for the priva- 
tions of the wilderness, or that he ever made or entered any 
claim to the shares thus granted him, nor does his name further 
appear in connexion with the history of the town. 

It has been claimed by some writers that the township was 
chartered a third time, — the last, by the name of Wilmington, 
and under the authority of the Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Province of New York, but I do not think such 
claim can be authenticated. 

Previous to the year 1765, it was generally understood, in both 
England and America, that the Province of New Hampshire 
extended westerly to a twenty-mile line from the Hudson River 
and to Lake Champlain, and was so represented in all the Eng- 
lish and American maps. On the 20th of July, 1764, King 
George III., by an order in council, declared the western boun- 
dary of the Conne6licut River to be the boundary line between 
the Province of New Hampshire and the Province of New York, 
which order was received and promulgated in America April 
10, 1765. 
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From 1 749 to 1 764, Governor Wentworth had granted to New 
England people about on? hundred and thirty townships of land, 
situated to the westward of the Connecticut River, and eastward 
of said twenty-mil^ line and Lake Champlain, and extensive 
settlements had been made under said grants. After the pro- 
mulgation of the order of July 20, 1 864, the governors of the 
Province of New York treated the grants of Governor Went- 
worth as null and void, and the settlers who held under them as 
trespassers on the King's domain, and proceeded to grant the 
lands anew to others, mostly to New York speculators. The 
published collections of the Vermont Historical Society and 
Ex-Gov. Hall's "Early History of Vermont" are my authority 
for stating that, from April 10, 1765 to June 12, 1776 the several 
New York governors granted township charters, and confirma- 
tions of several New Hampshire charters together with patents 
of certain tradls of land to individuals, within the New Hamp- 
shire Grants to the amount of 2,418,710 acres. That the fees 
levied therefor, and received by the said governors and other 
officials having to do therewith, amounted to the enormous sum 
of ;? 1 90,93 3.7 3. And by reason of this confli6l of authority, 
many of the early settlers who held title under New Hampshire 
charters, became involved in difficulties of a serious character 
which often resulted in the total loss of their estates and property. 

On the 3d of December, 1770, Chipman Swift, Elijah Alvord, 
Caleb Alvord, Joseph Marks, Joseph Phillips, Samuel Darby, 
Josiah Davis, Nathan Davis, Asa Davis, David Davis, John 
Davis, John Davis Jr., Samuel Davis, Ebenezer Davis, Elijah 
Davis, Thomas Crowfoot, Jonathan Rogers, Micah Griffith, Jesse 
Griffith, John Mayo and Leonard Mayo, inhabitants of Draper 
or Wilmingtoij, joined with about three hundred and ninety 
other of the inhabitants of the grants in a petition ** To His 
Excellency the Right Honorable John Earl of Dunmore, Captain- 
General and Governor-in-Chief in and over the Province of New 
York and the territories depending thereon in America," humbly 
praying a confirmation of their said grants then held by them 
under the New Hampshire charters, and that inasmuch "as 
they have expended their worldly substance upon the premises. 
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and are thereby rendered wholly unable to pay the patent fees 
demanded by the late Governor-in-Chief ♦ * * * 
that your Lordship will be favorably pleased in tender compas- 
sion to your petitioners, and their helpless and distressed families, 
to represent this their case to His Majesty, not doubting but he 
will be graciously pleased to take the same into his princely 
consideration, and give such relief therein as shall to him 
seem meet." 

But a careful examination of the list of townships formerly 
granted by New Hampshire and afterwards confirmed by letters 
patent under the great seal of the Province of New York, fails 
to show that either Wilmington or Draper was one of them. 
Nor does it appear that patents to individuals were ever issued 
under the authority of New York, of lands within this town- 
ship. From the best authority obtainable, it may safely be 
affirmed that there never was but two charters issued granting 
this township, and both under the authority of New Hampshire 
as has been stated. That the name of ** Draper" being distaste- 
ful to many of the inhabitants, the old name of Wilmington was 
revived by common consent, and has ever since been retained. 

I am not aware that a controversy ever arose between the 
early settlers of this town by reason of any of them claiming 
title to lands, therein situated, derived under the authority of 
New York. But there did arise more or less controversy regard- 
ing the title under which they claimed to hold and possess their 
lands in consequence of the issuance of the charters before 
mentioned. Some of them had obtained title to their lands 
through the proprietors named in the Charter of Wilmington, 
while others claimed title under and by virtue of the Draper 
Charter. From such information as I have been able to gather, 
I think I am justified in saying that at the beginning of the early 
struggle of the inhabitants of the New Hampshire grants, those 
who claimed to hold their lands under the Wilmington Charter, 
generally sided with the authorities of New York, and were 
ready to concede its jurisdiction over all territory west of the 
Connefticut River, and north of the north line of Massachusetts 
Bay ; while those who claimed under and by virtue of the Charter 
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of Draper, strongly adhered to the cause of the grants, as against 
the pretended authority of New York, or any other outside 
government, and were among the first to assent to the establish- 
ing of a new State by the name of Vermont. 

If the proprietors of Draper or those holding under them, 
ever held any meetings, which under the circumstances is prob- 
able, the records thereof have not been preserved. Those, how- 
ever, who claimed to hold under the Charter of Wilmington, 
did meet from time to time, and took action relative to the 
enforcement of their pretended rights and claims, as appears by 
the records retained and now in the Town Clerk's Office. They 
were pleased to style themselves, " The Proprietors of Wilming- 
ton in the County of Cumberland and State of New York," and 
their first meeting, of which there is any record, was held at the 
house of Col. William Williams, May 28, 1777. Zephaniah 
Swift was chosen Moderator; Samuel King, Clerk; and Col. 
Williams, Collector. 

** Voted, to tax the proprietors* lands one penny per acre, 
which is thirty shillings on each original right." 

*' Voted, that Col. William Williams and Capt. Chipman Swift 
be a committee to manage the affairs of the propriety." 

At a meeting convened at the house of Zephaniah Swift, May 
26, 1779, they chose Zephaniah Swift, Col. William Williams 
and Capt. Chipman Swift a committee to execute deeds in behalf 
of the proprietors. They were empowered by a subsequent 
vote, **to execute to the good people and inhabitants who have 
had one hundred acres each for settling said town as an encour- 
agement, and those who hold under them, to have warrantee 
deeds of those lands, they relinquishing up their quit-claims 
they now have in their hands, in order that the settlers may have 
the lands secured them. Provided, nevertheless that they, the 
said settlers, and their heirs and assigns shall remain and abide 
faithful adherents and settlers under the said proprietors, and to 
hold under their charter only. 

" Voted, that if the pretended proprietors of Draper, should 
they venture to make any surveys in the town, or bring on any 
settlers under them, they should and ought by all lawful means 
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be prevented, and the proprietors will effeftually defend and save 
hgirmless from any process of lawsuit, any friendly person or 
persons who shall do that very friendly and necessary piece of 
good service." 

The clerk was also prohibited from making entry or record 
of. lands of any person except approved by the committee. 

May 29, 1782, Cap. Chipman Swift and Major David Dickin- 
son were chosen agents of the proprietors of Wilmington to 
appear before the General Assembly and all inferior and superior 
courts to resist the claims of any and all persons appearing and 
claiming to hold-lands under the Charter of Draper. 

It therefore appears that, notwithstanding the Charter of 
Wilmington had been declared forfeited by reason of the non- 
fulfillment of some of its provisions by the proprietors therein 
named, and a charter under the name of Draper had been issued 
to others, yet those who had become settlers under the proprie- 
tors of the Wilmington Charter, did not propose to surrender 
their possessions without making stubborn resistance. 

Controversies concerning land titles were constantly arising 
in other parts of the State as well as here, and as a means for 
the settlement of the same, the Legislature enacted laws having 
particular reference thereto. At its session in October, 1 779, an 
act was passed entitled " An Aft appointing commissioners for 
the better regulating titles of land within this State, and declar- 
ing their power." Inasmuch as the preamble aims straight to 
the mark, I quote it in full, together with a portion of the pro- 
visions of the aft itself: 

*' Whereas, there are many tenements, farms and tracts of 
land, situated within this State, claimed by sundry persons, 
under divers titles, occasioned partly from the unsettled situation 
the people of this State have hitherto been in, and partly by the 
avaricious views of those governors, who under the King of 
Great Britain, feared not to give patents direftly interfering with 
each other, and many settlers have moved on to said lands under 
those different titles, and undergone innumerable hardships in 
settling farms, and now to dispossess them, would be cruel and 
unjust ; while others have been intruders and trespassers from 
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the beginning ; and to establish them, in seclusion of the lawful 
freeholders, would be equally iniquitous and unjust. 

" And whereas many inconveniences must attend trials at law, 
in strift legal adjudications of such a multiplicity of disputes, as 
well to individuals as the public ; such as delays of justice in 
many instances, increasing of broils and contentions ; which 
great evils to prevent, 

** Be enafted, &c., that Joseph Bowker, Esq., Joseph Tyler, 
Esq., John Strong, Esq., Edward Harris, Esq., and Capt. Edmund 
Hodges, be appointed and commissioned by his Excellency the 
Governor of this State, and sworn in the form of the oath here- 
after prescribed, to be Commissioners for the purposes aforesaid ; 
and that the said Commissioners, or any three of them, be, and 
they are hereby authorized and impowered, to do and perform 
the several acts, matters and things hereafter named ; to wit : 
that the said Commissioners, or any three of them, shall have 
power to take into consideration, and fully examine, all the evi- 
dence relating to, or respefting the titles of controverted lands 
in this State ; for that end they shall have power to send for 
persons, to administer oaths, to call upon the parties for charters, 
patents, deeds of conveyances, and all other writings respecting 
their title to said lands ; as also to examine the parties upon 
oath ; and shall make report to this Assembly, at their next 
session, or at the session of General Assembly in October next, 
which of those various claimants to the same land ought, in 
justice and equity, to possess and forever hold the fee of said 
land, with the remittances said fee holders shall make to the other 
claimants ; together with the evidence and reasons upon which 
said report shall be grounded." 

It further provided that tlje Commissioners were to lodge a 
copy of their report within a certain specified time, in the Town 
Clerk's Office, in which the land was situated. Also that any 
person remonstrating against said report might appear before the 
Assembly and be heard ; and that if said report was adjudged 
to be established, and ordered to be carried into execution, a 
copy of the proceedings was to be sent to the Clerk's Office of 
the town where the land was situated for record, " which shall 
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be forever after deemed and considered an indisputable title to 
said lands, and the appurtenances thereof, in seclusion of all 
claims and demands whatsoever, of the party or parties in the 
trials aforesaid." Said aft further provided that all actions or 
causes of action wherein titles to land were concerned depending 
in any court should be removed therefrom to said Commis- 
sioners ; " and all persons now in adlual possession of land, 
shall be, and remain in quiet and peaceable possession, until the 
General Assembly shall determine the same." 

At the same session, another act was passed constituting the 
Superior Court a Court of Equity with power to determine all 
matters properly cognizable before them, and wherein the matter 
in dispute exceeded twenty pounds and not exceeding four thou- 
sand pounds. But in all cases wherein the matter of dispute ex- 
ceeded four thousand pounds, the same was to be heard and 
determined by the Governor and Council and House of Rep- 
resentatives sitting as a Court of Equity. 

At the session of February 1781, an additional act was passed 
which I herewith copy entire, entitled 
** AN ACT for quieting disputes concerning landed property. 

** Whereas, it is found that two or more charters have been 
made, in some instances to different proprietors of the same tradl 
of land, by one and the same authority ; and it is in dispute 
which of said charters ought to hold the fee of said lands. 

" For the better determining of said disputes, be it enacted, 
&c., that the Governor, Council and House of Representatives, 
shall sit as a court, to hear and finally to determine all disputes 
between proprietors holding under different charters, made out 
by one and the same authority ; and the manner of process in 
such case shall be, that the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall bring his 
or their writ of right, setting forth the whole matter, against the 
defendant or defendants, directed to the sheriff of the county, in 
which said land lies, or his deputy, to be served on the defend- 
ant or defendants, at least sixty days before the sitting of said 
Assembly. And the manner of service shall be by reading the 
same in the hearing of one or more of the proprietors who are 
to be defendants in the case, or leave a true and attested copy at 
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his or their usual place of abode, within the aforesaid time ; 
which writ shall be returned to the Clerk of said Assembly, on 
or before the first day of the sessions ; and the said proprietor 
or proprietors on whom such writ shall be served as aforesaid, 
shall immediately call a meeting of the proprietors of the charter 
under which he or they hold ; and he or they are hereby em- 
powered to call a meeting as aforesaid, that they may be in 
preparation to make their defence. And the plaintiff or plain- 
tiflFs shall pay for the entry and trial of said aftion twenty shillings, 
and cost shall follow the final determination of the suit." 

The controversy which had arisen between the proprietors of 
Wilmington and Draper, respeftively, finally came before the 
General Assembly for adjudication. Charles Phelps of Marlboro 
appeared as counsel for the proprietors of Wilmington, and Sam- 
uel Knight of Brattleboro and Gen. Stephen R. Bradley of 
Westminster as counsel for the proprietors of Draper. I insert 
the following extracts from the journal of that session, which 
convened at Bennington. 

"February 28, 1784. — A petition signed by David Dickinson 
and Chipman Swift, Agents for the Proprietors of Wilmington, 
praying that this Assembly would hear and finally determine the 
dispute between the proprietors of Draper and the petitioners, 
&c., was read and ordered, that the Secretary be desired to 
request the Governor and Council to join this house in hearing 
and determining the matter of said petition. 

" His P2xcellency the Governor, the Honorable Council and 
House of Representatives being met together as a Court of 
P^quity to hear the petition of the proprietors of Wilmington 
against the proprietors of Draper." 

**The counsel for the proprietors of Draper obje6led against 
the jurisdiction of this Court, relative to the hearing and deter- 
mining the matter of said petition ; after hearing the counsel of 
both parties, the Court are of opinion that they have a right to 
hear and determine the matter of said petition." 

** The counsel for the proprietors of Draper then requested 
that the trial might be put over to the next session of the 
Assembly, as they were not, and could not be ready for trial at 
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this session. The Court order that the trial be referred until 
the seventh day of the next Oftober session, and that this Court 
will then proceed to hear and determine the matter of said 
petition." 

The October session convened at Rutland, and action was had 
as appears by the journal, as follows : 

** State of Vermont, Rutland, October 21, 1784. — The Court 
of Equity or Chancery, consisting of His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, the Honorable the Council, and General Assembly, met 
agreeable to their adjournment of the 28th of February last, to 
hear and determine the dispute between the proprietors of 
Wilmington and the proprietors of Draper." 

** After hearing the petition and evidences in behalf of the 
proprietors of Wilmington, the Court adjourned until tomorrow 
morning at 8 o'clock." '* On the 22nd, Mr. Knight moved 
for a continuance, and a committee to visit Wilmington y a/ias 
Draper, and inquire into the matter of the dispute." 

"It being moved in Court, that the Council and Assembly 
vote separately on the question for commitment, the question 
being put to the Council,. it passed in the affirmative, and was 
negatived by the General Assembly." : 

"The Court adjourned to the 26th; and.no person appearing 
for Draper, the Court ordered and awarded judgment in favor of 
the proprietors of Wilmington." 

" Mr. Knight, in behalf of the proprietors of Draper, moved 
for a review in the case, &c. The Court do therefore 

Order, that a review be granted accordingly ; and that they wil| 
then hear the matter in dispute, and finally determine the same." 

In June, 1785 the Legislature convened at Norwich, when the 
following aftion was taken : 

" Norwich, June 13, 1785. — The Court of Equity or Chancery, 
consisting of His Excellency the Governor, the Honorable the 
Council, and General Assembly, met agreeably to their adjourn- 
ment of the 26th of October last, to hear and determine the 
dispute between the proprietors of Wilmington and the proprie- 
tors of Draper." 

** On motion of the counsel for the proprietors of Draper for 
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a continuance of said cause until the second Thursday of the 
next October session, 

Ordered, that said cause be referred accordingly." 

The case was brought up for the last time at the October 
session, which convened at Windsor, as appears from the follow- 
ing extrafts from the jojimal : 

" Windsor, Wednesday, October 20, 1785. — The following are 
the proceedings of the Governor, Council and House of Assembly 
as a Court of Equity or Chancery, in the case of the Proprietors 
of Wilmington vs. the Proprietors of Draper." 

'* Agreeably to order, the Governor, Council and House of 
Assembly formed into a Court of Equity to hear and determine 
the dispute between the proprietors of Wilmington and the pro- 
prietors of Draper, upon a review of the said cause." 

" Agreeable to a request of the counsel for the proprietors of 
Draper, the Court adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9 
o'clock." 

" Thursday, October 21,1 785. — The Court met, and on motion 
made by the proprietors of Draper for a continuance to the next 
session of Assembly, the Court are of opinion that a continuance 
ought not to be granted." 

** The Court then adjourned until 2 o'clock afternoon." 

'* 2 o'clock p. M. — The Court met, and the counsel for the 
proprietors of Draper put in the following plea, viz : The Pro- 
prietors of Wilmington vs. The Proprietors of Draper'' 

'' And now the proprietors of Draper plead and pray judgment 
whether the said bill in Chancery' should be any furtherjheard, 
and whether the Court will take any further cognizance of the 
said bill ; because they say, that the Court before whom the said 
bill is brought, was never established by the laws of this State. 
And secondly, because if it could be supposed said Court was 
established by law, the same is unconstitutional and contrary to 
every principle of the Bill of Rights, and the known and estab- 
lished maxims of government, that the Legislature should 
resolve itself into the executive or judicial department. And 
thirdly, by the concession of the proprietors of Wilmington, the 
matter in said bill appears proper to be heard and determined 
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by the courts of law, and is not cognizable by a Court of Chan- 
cery ; for these, and like reasons, the proprietors of Draper pray 
judgment whether the said Court will take any further cognizance 
of said bill. (Signed) Knight and Bradley." 

" The question being put to the members of the Assembly, as 
one part or branch of the Court, whether this Court will tak e 
any further cognizance of the said bill and petition ; the yeas 
and nays being required, they stood as follows, viz: 26 yeas, 32 
nays, so it was negatived by the members of the Assembly as 
one branch of the Court." 

Mr. Knight was a member of the Assembly from Brattleboro, 
Gen. Bradley from Westminster, and Capt. Chipman Swift from 
Wilmington ; at that session neither of them voted on the ques- 
tion put. 

On the same day the Council as a branch of said Court, passed 
the following resolution : 

" Resolvedy that it is the sense of the Council that unless the 
House of Assembly shall recede from their last determination 
in the cause between Wilmington and Draper, the Governor, 
Council and General Assembly, in capacity of a Court of Elquity, 
can take no further cognizance of said cause, as the Council are 
of the opinion that the House of Assembly have the same right 
now to dismiss the said cause, as they had at first to determine 
they had a right to take cognizance of the same." 

The aftion of the Assembly seems to have proceeded upon 
the ground that, while a part of the law-making power, they 
could not constitutionally resolve themselves into a court for the 
determination of questions cognizable by the judicial branch of 
the government only. The Assembly did not rescind their afore- 
said vote, and the contest in that forum ended in a victory for 
the proprietors claiming under the Draper Charter. It is not 
probable, however, that the refusal of the General Assembly to 
take jurisdiftion of the case, put an end to the controversy rela- 
tive to their respective titles. Whether the struggle was con- 
tinued in the courts of law, I have no postive information, but 
that such was the case, under all the circumstances, is very 
probable. 
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It may, however, be written down of both parties that, wiser 
and better counsel at last prevailed, and an amicable settlement 
was reached. In October, 1784, a meeting of landholders, 
claiming under the proprietors of both charters was held, and 
an allotment of rights was made to the persons named in their 
vote, respectively, as being the lawful proprietors and owners 
thereof. This action of the proprietors in making said allotment 
was subsequently ratified by an act of the Legislature, the titles 
derived thereby having never been disturbed, nor has there been 
any attempt in that dire6lion so far as I have been able to 
ascertain. 

In concluding my remarks upoft this subject I may add that, 
the case of the Proprietors of Wilmington vs. the Proprietors of 
Draper, is the only one that ever arose in this State, and was 
carried to the Governor, Council and House of Assembly, sitting 
as a Court of Equity or Chancery under the a6ls before mentioned. 
The Council of Censors that convened in October, 1785, to con- 
sider, advise and propose amendments to the Constitution, 
condemned in strong language the laws that had been enafted, 
by virtue of which the Governor, Council and Assembly had 
been constituted a court for the purpose of determining causes 
arising between party and party, etc., and recommended their 
repeal. The next year the Constitution of the State was amended, 
forbidding the Legislature from thereafter constituting themselves 
judges of a Court of Equity or Chancery. 

In 1858 that portion of the town of Somerset lying direftly 
north of, and adjacent to Wilmington, and in length the width 
of Dover on the west, was annexed to Wilmington by an act of 
the Legislature. It remailied a portion therieof until 1869, when 
the same territory was by an act of the Legislature annexed to 
Dover. It came and went without petition or protest from the 
inhabitants of this town. The town, geographically, remains as 
it was originally chartered. 

population. 

In a report made by Samuel Robinson of Bennington, and 
Jeremiah French of Manchester of date Dec. 18, 1765, **To His 
Excellency Sir Henry Moore, Baronet, Captain-General, Gov- 



An Historical Address. 41 

emor and Commander-in-Chief, in and over the Province of New 
York, and territories depending thereon in America,*' they write 
that: 

" There is Seven Famalies in Draper and Divers qiore Cleared 
& Improved their Lands." How many inhabitants these seven 
families represented, we probably shall never know. 

Early in the year 1771, an enumeration of the inhabitants of 
Cumberland County was made under the direction of Maj. Dan- 
iel Whipple of Brattleboro, High Sheriff of said County. The 
census of Wilmington was taken and returned by Thomas Cutler 
of Guilford, Deputy Sheriff, in April 1771, and was as follows: 

Males under 1 6 years 16 

Males 16 and under 60 19 

Males 60 and upwards ^ . 5 

Females under 16 17 

Females 16 and upwards 14 

Blacks o 

Total , 71 

There is no record evidence that a further census was taken 
until 1 791, but on the 7th day of August, 1778, a vote was 
taken on the question of adhering to the new and independent 
State as set forth in the declaration of the convention assembled 
at Westminster the year previous, or conceding the jurisdiftion 
of the State of New York over them, and the vote stood as 
follows : 

For Vermont 15 

For New York 12 

Neuters 8 

Total 35 

According to this vote, assuming the rate of population to 
the heads of families to be the same as in 1771, the town at 
that time must have had a population of at least i 50, and from 
that to 175. The population of the town since then, and com- 
mencing with the next enumeration, has been as follows : In 
1791,64s; in 1800, loii ; in 1810, 1193 ; in 1820. 1369; in 
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1830, 1367; in 1840, 1269; in 1850, 1372; in i860, 1424; in 
1870, 1246; in 1880, 1 130; in 1890, 1095. The apparent in- 
crease from 1850 to i860 is accounted for by the annexation of 
a portion of Somerset to the town in 1858, and which was 
annexed to Dover previous to the taking of the census of 1 870 
as has been already shown. 

EARLY SETTLERS. 

The early pioneers of this town must have experienced many 
severe hardships, and suffered countless privations which can 
never be told. They lived in log houses, and erefled temporary 
shelter for their stock, which were subje6l to the ravages of wild 
beasts, and were but poor apologies for barns during the long 
cold winters which followed. But they were men and women 
of strong constitutions, possessed of a determined iron will, for 
whom toil and privation only served to call forth greater efforts 
on their part to make their homes comfortable, and to leave to 
their posterity an example of prudent thrift, sterling integrity, 
manly intelligence, and christian fortitude. 

** Oft did the harvest to their sickle yield, 

Their furrow oft the stubborn glebe has broke ; 

How jocund did they drive their team afield ! 

How bow'd the woods beneath their sturdy stroke !" 
As a general thing, they came from Massachusetts and Con- 
nefticut, singly and alone, or accompanied by their little families, 
making their way through forest and stream, overcoming vast 
difficulties, on foot or on horseback, and in some instances with 
oxen and wagon laden with their household goods and earthly 
possessions, into places now so pleasant and familiar to you, but 
then a dark and gloomy wilderness. We can never fully realize 
the importance of the step they took, nor the immensity of the 
debt of gratitude, we, unto this day, owe unto them. It was the 
spirit of true manhood, independence, loyalty and love that 
prompted them to leave their comfortable homes and erefl new 
ones for themselves and their posterity. Some of these very men 
of whom I am now speaking, hejped forge the irons, assisted in 
its construction and were present at the launching of our good 
old ship ** Vermont." They heroically resisted the claims of 
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New York to jurisdiftion over the territory once known as the 
New Hampshire Grants, and its people ; and during the same 
period gave their strength and means towards the establishment 
of American independence and securing the observance of this 
day throughout our broad domain, as the day of universal 
jubilee. 

I have been unable to ascertain who the seven were that com- 
posed the "heads of famalies" at the enumeration of Draper ' 
made in December, 1 765 before mentioned, nor am I able to 
inform you who was the first pioneer settler, or when or from 
where he came. 

Thomas Cutler in his report of the enumeration of the inhab- 
itants of Wilmington, made in April, 1771, says there were 
fourteen ** Heads of families," and gives their names as follows : 
Leonard Mayo, Micah Griffith, Samuel Darby, Elijah Alvord, 
Ebenezer Davis, John Davis, Asa Davis, Joseph Marks, John 
Davis 2nd, Thomas Crowfoot, Jonathan Rogers, Nathan Davis, 
David Davis, and Zephaniah Swift. It would seem that Chip- 
man Swift ought also to have been classed in the list of *' Heads of 
families," for he was then a married man, and the records show 
that his son Zephaniah was born January 20, 1771, which date 
was prior to the enumeration being made. It is also quite certain 
that Caleb Alvord, John Marks, Jesse Griffith, Josiah Davis, 
John Davis, Jr, Joseph Billings, Samuel Davis and Joseph Grif- 
fith were living here previous to the taking of this cehsus, for I 
find their names attached to one or the other of two petitions 
published in the '* Documentary History of New York," the first 
under date of November i, 1770, "To the King's most Excel- 
lent Majesty," and the second of date Dec. 3, 1770, addressed 
to the Governor of the Province of New York, &c., as herein 
before stated. That they were all men of voting age is quite 
probable, and it is also probable that nearly all, if not all, of 
them were here in 1 77 1 . From what place any of the above emi- 
grated, I have no knowledge, except as to the Swifts and Alvords 
— they came from Mansfield, Conn., and South Hadley, Mass., 
respeflively. 

The last will and testament of Zephaniah Swift is the first 
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recorded in the Probate Records of* this Distri6l. He was quite 
an extensive land owner, for in addition to lands in Lebanon, 
Ct., and hrs homestead here, he also disposes by his said will, 
eight hundred acres of wild land in Wilmington. The will is 
dated April 13, 1778, is witnessed by Stephen Forbes, Samuel 
Ely, Adnah Bangs and Theodore Forbes, and was probated July 

10, I78I. 

Phinehas Smith (the great-grandfather of Rev. Origen Smith) 
purchased of Zephaniah Swift March 8, 1771, for the expressed 
consideration of" twelve shillings lawful money of New PLngland," 
two hundred acres of land in town, and with his son Medad 
Smith, at once, moved thereon. They came from South Hadley, 
Mass., and of course were among the early settlers of the town. 
I find it recorded among the papers of the Rev. Origen Smith, 
now in the possession of his son Irenaeus Smith of Brattleboro, 
that, " The first pig that Phinehas and his son Medad raised, 
when nearly fat for the slaughter, was killed by a bear. The 
next morning the bear was shot, so they had pig and bear meat 
to eat." 

Capt. Isaac Wheeler was one of the early pioneers to come 
here-; he fought in the Battle of Bennington, and other battles 
of the Revolutionary war. Sept. 9, 1782, he commanded a com- 
pany of forty-six men, that composed apart of the military force 
called out to assist in the arrest of Col. Timothy Phelps of 
Marlborough, an adherent of the State of New York, and who 
had but recently accepted the office of High Sheriff for Cumber- 
land County, under the pretended authority of New York. It 
is related that on that occasion "as Ethan Allen approached 
him, Phelps in a loud voice announced himself as the High 
Sheriff of Cumberland County, bade Allen go about his busi- 
ness, denounced his condu6l and that of his men as riotous, and 
ordered the military to disperse. With his usual roughness 
Allen knocked the hat from the head of the doughty sheriff, 

ordered his attendents to take the d d rascal off, and galloped 

away to superintend the operations of other portions of his 
forces." Capt. Wheeler also commanded a company of thirty- 
two men from this town during the little rebellion of the " York 
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Party" in Guilford in January, 1784. A slight skirmish took 
place on the 21st when Sergt. Fisk of one of the northern com- 
panies was wounded and died a few days after. Tiie next day 
Col. Ethan Allen arrived from Bennington with reinforcements, 
whereupon the Yorkers all escaped into Massachusetts ; the 
troops were disbanded and returned home the next day, and thus 
ended all further open and armed opposition to the duly con- 
stituted authorities of Vermont. 

It is not possible to name all of the early fathers of i:he town, 
who came and located here previous to the year 1 800 or very 
soon thereafter. Among those not already mentioned were Capt. 
Jesse Swift, Perez Swift, and Roger Birchard of Mansfield, Conn. ; 
Calvin Bill and Elisha Bill of Lebanon, Conn. ; Amos F'ox and 
Thomas Fox of Weathersfield, Conn. ; Judah Moore of Palmer, 
Mass. ; Daniel Cutting, Abraham Haynes and Jonas Haynes of 
Sudbury, Mass. ; Isaac Miller of Westminster, Mass. ; Oliver 
Morgan and Reuben Morgan of Springfield, Mass. ; Reuben 
Haynes of Gardner, Mass. ; William Haskell of Harvard, Mass. ; 
David Dickinson of Deerfield, Mass. ; William Ray, Benjamin 
Ray, Gilbert Ray, Moses Buck, John Buck, Abraham Boyd, 
Robert Boyd, Jonathan Lamb, Eli Crosby, Daniel Livermore, 
Edmund Livermore, Jesse Cook, Joseph Cook, Robert Cook, 
Timothy Castle, Caleb Baldwin, Silas Axtell, John Rugg, Moses 
Rugg, Solomon Moore, Samuel Buell, Jonah Lincoln, F^li Waste, 
James Flagg, Josiah Flagg, Benjamin Haynes, Jonathan Has- 
kins, Chester Hubbard, Giles Parmelee, Josiah Stearns, David 
Winslow, Silas Pettee, Asa Haven, John Pierce, John Gibbs, 
Samuel Myrdock, Pllihu Bascomb, Eleazer Goodman, Bezalcel 
Waste, William Mellen, Elijah Easton, P.iijah Bowker, Luther 
Lathrop, Gilbert Parmelee, Samuel Thompson, James Ware, 
Anthony Stetson, Dr. Seth Turner, Dr. Jeremiah Parmelee, Dr. 
Lemuel Fitch, Ozias Dix, Col. William Williams, Samuel VAy, 
Jonas Wheeler and many others. 

The town of Hardwick, Mass. (the home of my early ances- 
tors) furnished to this town a considerable number of its early 
settlers and from those loins sprang many descendants who have 
lived and died here, and are still with us today. 
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Stephen Forbes moved from Brookfield to Hardwick about 
1754, was a Revolutionary soldier, and came to this town pre- 
vious to April, 1778. Theodore Forbes, son of Stephen, Was 
born Dec. 21st, 1756, and removed to Wilmington with his 
father. The last named was the father of Lancey Forbes of 
this town, who was born Aug. 3, 1781, and died June 27, 1862. 

Thomas Haskell, born Jan. 27, 171 5 or 16, is said to have 
removed from Hardwick to this town about 1779. He had 
several children, all of whom were born previous to 1758. 
Andrew Haskell, the youngest child, was baptized in Hardwick 
April 10, 1757, and came to Wilmington with his father. Thomas 
is said to have settled on the farm now owned by David Ballou. 
Andrew was the father of Hiram, who formerly lived on the farm 
just across the "Red Bridge" on the Dover road ; and also of An- 
rew, Jr., who lived on the farm now occupied by Danidl Medbuiy . 

Stephen Foster of Hardwick, born Jan. 26^ 1743 or 1744, 
married Hannah, daughter of Thomas Haskell, March 14, 1765, 
and removed to Wilmington at an early day. The court records 
of this County show that for the year 1780, 1781, 1782 and 1783 
he was licensed to keep a tavern in this town. 

Adnah Bangs removed from Hardwick to Wilmington previous 
to 1778, and was for many years a licensed tavern keeper in 
town. His daughter Eunice married Amos Thomas Dec. 22, 
1770, by whom he had fifteen children, among them was a son 
Nathaniel Thomas born in February 1773, and one named Arden 
born September 24, 1793. Nathaniel subsequently became a 
resident of this town and died here. 

Israel Lawton of Hardwick married for his second wife Dolly 
Billings August 26, 1784, and removed to this town, where were 
born his children, the two youngest being Israel, who was born 
February 10, 1798, and James, born November 30, 1799. He 
was a Sergeant in one of the Hardwick companies in the Revo- 
lutionary war. He was a member of the Vermont Legislature 
in 1 80 1 and 1802; he was prominent in town affairs, favoring 
all improvements, and had to do with the settlement of many 
estates. His wife Dolly died February 12, 1816, and he died 
September 26, 1844. 
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Jonathan Childs was born in Hardwick, October 24, 1756, and 
was a soldier of the Revolution. He removed from Hardwick 
to this town at an early day and settled upon the farm now 
owned and occupied by Francis R. Smith, where he died July 
31, 1 819. During his occupancy of the farm, he set the elm 
trees, now grown to such stately proportions, and which beautify 
and adorn the place. He here brought up a large family of 
children, viz : Betsey, Jairus, Clarissa, Jonathan, Freeman, Adnah 
Bangs and William. Mrs. C. T. Alvord and A. Lyman Childs 
are the "only ones of the long line of numerous descendants of 
Jonathan Childs who are left here in town. The tide of emigra- 
tion and the restless spirit with which our young men and women 
are imbued, have carried them away from their native heath into 
different parts of the country. This is also true of many others 
of the large families of these early pioneers. 

Capt. Josiah Locke was First Lieutenant in a company of 
Hardwick " minute men," who reported at Cambridge for duty 
immediately upon receipt of the intelligence of the Battle of 
Lexington. He was commissioned a Captain May 31st, 1776, 
and Adnah Bangs, Ephraim Titus and Jonathan Hastings were 
members of his company. He came to Wilmington about 1779, 
was its representative in the General Assembly in 1782 and 1783, 
was commissioned a Justice of the Peace in 1788, and finally 
removed to Litchfield, N. Y., where he died April 18, 1 819, aged 
84 years. His widow died at the same place April 21, 1839, 
aged 103 years, 5 months and 7 days, having had eight children, 
sixty-seven grandchildren, one hundred and forty-seven great- 
grandchildren and thirty-two of the fourth generation. 

Jonathan Hastings of Hardwick was born October 23, 1752, 
and was a Rovolutionary soldier. He afterwards became in- 
volved in the '* Shay's Insurre6lion/"and fled to Vermont, settling 
here in 1787, and died here 06lober 23, 1822. 

Watson Freeman was born in Hardwick, October 25, 1734. 
He was a soldier in the old French war, and was engaged in the 
Crown Point Expedition from September 20, to December 5, 
1756, and was afterwards a soldier of the Revolution. A record 
before me says that Mr. Freeman and his wife were dismissed 
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from the church in Hardwick to the church in Wihuington, Vt., 
July 24, 1785. It is quite probable that he removed here previous 
to that time, and afterwards sent back for letters of dismission. 
He had eight children, viz: Alpheus, born November 23, 1767 ; 
John, August 10, 1769; Elijah, 06lober 7, 1770; Watson, May 
2, 1772; Mercy, March 14, 1774; Abigail, March 8, 1777; 
Edmund, baptized July 11, 1779; Eunice, baptized February 24, 
1782. Some here present will at once recognize which of the 
above named sons was the father of Mrs. Israel Lawton, Jr., and 
of the Watson Freeman who emigrated from this town to Illinois 
some thirty odd years ago, and now resides there. 

Samuel Bridge was born in Hardwick, January 6, 1735, was 
a soldier in the old French war, and marched with a company 
from that town to the relief of Fort William Henry, August 9, 
1757. He removed to Wilmington about 1779, where he lived 
until his death. 

Ephraim Titus of Hardwick married Hannah Cobb, December 
20, 1770, and removed to Wilmington at an early day. He 
was also a Revolutionary soldier. 

Jedidiah Bassett of Hardwick married Martha Billings August 
26, 1787. Martha was a sister of Dolly, who married Israel 
Lawton. He was a member of a Hardwick company com- 
manded by Capt. Samuel Billings, Jr., and marched to Cambridge 
soon after the receipt of the news of the Battle of Lexington. 
It is not known how early he removed to Wilmington, but prob- 
ably about 1780 or thereabouts. 

Jonathan Witt, and several others, no doubt, came here from 
Hardwick at an early day, whose names I have not been able to 
discover. Those I have given were taken from the history of 
that town which I obtained while attending a celebration of the 
one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of its organization in O6I0- 
ber, 1883. It was while I was tracing out my own ancestry that 
I stumbled upon that portion, the substance of which I have 
written as above, showing to what an extent the young men 
and women of Hardwick helped make Wilmington what it has 
been and now is. I trust that the descendants of others whose 
names are not here mentioned, will not consider my failure to do 



An Historical Address. 49 

so as an intentional slight ; it is only by reason of lack of data 
that they are omitted. 

It has been claimed that Abraham Boyd was one of five first 
settlers of the town, but I do not think it can be verified. What 
record evidence I have been able to discover is against it. His 
name does not appear as among the fourteen *' heads of families," 
in the enumeration of April, 1771, nor upon any of the petitions 
before mentioned. Neither does his name appear among those 
made mention of in the meetings of the proprietors under the 
charter, or the early meetings of the town. No doubt he was 
here previous to 1779, for in the record of a deed from Col. 
William Williams to him dated March 6, 1779, he is described 
as of Wilmington, and this is the first time his name appears 
upon the record. 

Samuel Ely was considerable of a character, and figured some- 
what conspicuously during his brief residence in town. He was 
a native of Lyme, Conn., but came here from Conway, Mass., 
early in the year 1777. Hewas a preacher, and March 3, 1777, 
Zephaniah Swift conveyed to said Ely a tra6l of one hundred 
acres of land situate in the center of the town, and bounded on 
the east by lands of Dr. Seth Turner ; north by lands of the two 
Cooks, and south upon lands of one Allen and the Beaver Brook. 
The conveyance was made, (and I quote the language of it,) 
** For and in consideration of the great and good design of en- 
couraging the selling of the gospel ; and for the full encourage- 
ment of the same, I do with a free mind make and give unto 
Samuel Ely freely for his encouragement to settle with us, etc." 
The following condition is attached, viz: "that the grantee shall 
allow one acre and a half of land for a Meeting House and 
and Burying Place." Query? Whether the "Burying Place" 
reserved is the one near the Stephen Averell place. Hall, in his 
** History of Eastern Vermont," says of him that, he was " a 
bold, but rash and impetuous man, he had served in the Battle 
of Bennington as a volunteer, and being connected with no com- 
pany or regiment, had fought without the advice or direction of 
any person." It has occurred to me that he may have been the 
very person whom Thompson in his description of the Battle of 
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Bennington, as given in his story of **The Ranger's or Tory's 
Daughter," has described under the name of "Father Herriot" 
as praying and fighting on his own hook. He represents Father 
Herriot as being wounded and dying the next day, which of 
course was not the case with Ely. Thompson may have done 
that much in order to make his story more touching and inter- 
esting to the reader. It would seem that his rash and reckless 
disposition led him into trouble of a serious nature for those 
times, for he was arrested, about the time that Col. Timothy 
Phelps was captured, for conduct inimical to the State of Ver- 
mont. At a special session of the Superior Court convened at 
Marlboro Tuesday the 17th of September, 1782, Ely was brought 
to trial upon a presentment of the State's Attorney of the County, 
charging that, the prisoner **not having the fear of God before 
his eyes, but being moved and seduced by the instigation of the 
Devil ; and little regarding the laws of this State, or the penalties 
in the same contained ; and being a pernicious and seditious man, 
and a person of depraved, impious and disquiet mind, and of a 
seditious disposition and conversation ; and contriving, practic- 
ing, and falsely, maliciously, turbulently and seditiously intending 
the peace and common tranquility of the freemen of the State 
of Vermont to disquiet, molest and disturb ; and to bring his 
Excellency, Thomas Chittenden, Esq., Governor of said State, 
the Honorable Council and House of Representatives (being the 
general Supreme Court of justice in the aforesaid State of Ver- 
mont,) and the proceedings of the same into great hatred, 
contempt and scandal with all the good and faithful subje6ls of 
this State ; and the magistrates, judges and justices within said 
State, and the generals, colonels, captains and other military 
officers of this State to scandalize, villify and bring into con- 
tempt, and by these unworthy motives being influenced, and in 
order his most wicked contrivances, practices and intentions 
aforesaid to complete, perfect and render effectual, did on the 
loth day of July, A. D., 1782, and at divers other times at Wil- 
mington aforesaid, say, assert, affirm, and pronounce, and with a 
loud voice did declare these false, malicious, seditious and oppro- 
brious, English words following, that is to say, * The State of 



An Historical Address. 51 

Vermont is a damned state, and the aft for the purpose of raising 
ten shillings upon every hundred acres of land is a cursed act, 
and they that made it are a cursed body of men.' And that in 
further prosecution of his malice, he did then and there publicly 
declare * that the General or Supreme Court aforesaid were a 
pack of villains, and that if no other person would undertake to 
overturn or destroy the government of Vermont, he, the said 
Ely, would do it, and he had got that in his pocket which would 
overset them.' " 

In addition to these charges it was alleged that he did " damn 
the State of Vermont and all its officers, and did curse the laws 
of the same as passed by the General Assembly thereof." 

Several witnesses from Wilmington testified to the truth of the 
charges, and the jury announced to the Court through their 
foreman Jonathan Underwood, also a resident of Wilmington, 
their decision that the prisoner was guilty of a breach of an aft 
of the State, entitled "An aft for the punishment of defamation.'* 
The sentence of the Court was that the said Samuel Ely be 
taken to the guard house in Marlboro ; thence on the morrow 
to be conveyed to the limits of the State ; to be then banished 
and forbidden to return until eighteen months from date should 
have expired, on penalty of being imprisoned the same length 
of time. This sentence was in conformity with a discretion 
vested in the Court, by the law at that time, to punish defamers 
by fine, imprisonment, disfranchisement or banishment. This 
sentence of banishment was duly carried into execution. And 
so it may be written down, whether with or without credit, that 
this town furnished the subject with which the government of 
Vermont was enabled to exemplify their power to enforce obedi- 
ence to the laws of the State by the civil and military arm 
combined. 

Col. William Williams moved with his family from Northboro, 
Mass., and settled in Marlboro in 1769. He was aftive in the 
early settlement of that town, and it was through his instrumen- 
tality that many others were induced to settle there. He came 
to Wilmington early in 1775, and was one of the most prominent 
characters identified with the early history of the town. He was 
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a born leader of men, and of whom more will be written in 
another connection. 

TOWN MEETINGS. 

The first town meeting of which there ha» been a record 
preser\ed, was held January* 19. 1778, at the house of Elijah 
Alvord. William Mellen was chosen Moderator, and it was then 
adjourned to Januar\* 26, at the house of Capt. John Gibbs. At 
this meeting they ** Voted to continue Mr. Chapin to preach with 
us " and " chose Elijah Alvord, John Gibbs and Phineas Smith a 
committee to agree with Mr. Chapin." Chose Col. William 
Williams, Capt. John Gibbs, and Asa Haven a '' Committee to 
Regulate." Caleb Alvord appears at this meeting as Town 
Clerk, from which I infer that Town Meetings had been held 
prior to Januar\*, 1778. 

A .second meeting was held March 2, 1778, when Elijah 
Alvord was chosen Moderator and Caleb Alvord Town Clerk. 
Also chose Capt. John Gibbs, Town Treasurer ; Capt. John 
Gibbs, Phineas Smith, Samuel Murdock, Elihu Bascomb and 
Lieut. Eleazer Goodman a Committee of Safety ; John Pierce and 
Caleb Alvord, Constables ; Benjamin Peavy, Bezaleel Waste, 
Elihu Bascomb and Capt. Chipman Swift, Surveyors of High- 
ways ; Isaac Wheeler, Capt. John Gibbs and Caleb Alvord, 
Listers. 

At a subsequent adjourned meeting held April 9, 1778, chose 
Asa Haven and Elihu Bascomb, Grand Jurymen ; Samuel Mur- 
dock and John Rugg, Tythingmen, and Jonas Wheeler and 
Joseph Cook, Deer Reeves. 

At a town meeting held May 10, 1780, " V^oted that the Rev. 
Winslow Packard be asked to preach for us on probation." At 
a meeting held August 31, 1780, *' Voted to give Mr. Packard a 
call to the work of the Gospel ministry in this place." They 
then " Voted to give Mr. Packard one hundred pounds for a 
.settlement amongst us, to be paid, if in time of war, beef at i 
pound 40 shillings per hundred, or wheat at five shillings per 
bushel, or Rie at 3 shillings and 6 pence per bushel, or Endian 
corn at 3 shillings per bushel, — if in time of peace. Beef at i 
pound per hundred, or wheat at 4 shillings and 6 pence per 
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bushel, or Rie at three shillings per bushel, or Endian corn at 
2 shillings and 6 pence per bushel, — the above settlement to be 
paid ^ at his ordination, and the other half in one year after 
his ordination.*' Then " Voted to give Mr. Packard for his salary 
Thirty pounds for the first year, and to rise five pounds per year 
until it comes to be sixty-five pounds a year." They then ** Voted 
to give Mr. Packard his salary so long as he remains our regular 
minister." Then " Voted that Col. William Williams, Jesse Cook 
and Gad Alvord be a committee to give Mr. Packard a call to 
the work of the Gospel ministry in this place." 

At a meeting held March 27, 1781," Voted that one silver 
dollar shall be accepted by the treasury in lieu of seventy-two 
continental dollars for the last year's rates." (Meaning Taxes.) 

The Rev. Mr. Packard addressed the committee a long letter 
in which he rehearsed the aforesaid votes as he understood them, 
and closed by accepting their call upon condition that his settle- 
ment money was not to be paid him at its then depreciated rates, 
but in money as good as it was in 1774. 

Another meeting was held April 24, 1781, when they " Voted 
to reconsider the vote of last summer to pay Mr. Packard one 
hundred pounds for settlement." They then ** Voted to give 
Mr. Packard one hundred pounds lawful money for a settlement 
among us, the money to be made as good as money was in the 
year 1774." The Rev. Mr. Packard was the first regularly 
settled minister, and he remained as such about four years. 
However, they were not destitute of religious instructions pre- 
vious to his coming among them. 

The records show that September 7, 1779, the ^town agreed, 
through a committee, for the employment of Rev. Jonathan 
Smith, and that he accepted. It seemed that he experienced 
some trouble regarding the material in which he was paid, for at 
a meeting held March 30, 1785, they ** Voted that Lieut. John 
Pierce shall go to Mr. Jonathan Smith of Old Hadley (as agent 
for this town) to settle with him about a Continental Loan Oflfice 
note that he had from this town for preaching." At a meeting 
held May i, 1780, ** Voted to build a log meeting house, 22 feet 
wide by 36 feet long." Also *' Voted to build the same as near 
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the centre of the town as may be." Capt. Moore, Lieut. Waste, 
and Thomas Haskell were chosen a committee to select the 
place and build the same. March 1 5, 1784, the town ** Voted to 
accept a piece of land for a burj'ing place that Capt. Chipman 
Swift and Levi Packard has this day made a present of to the 
town, on condition that the town make and maintain a good 
fence around the same." This is the bur\'ing place near where 
Edward C. Boyd now lives. The one near the old Averell place 
I infer was established a few years previous, perhaps as early as 
1778, and was a part of the lands reserved for that purpose in 
the deed of Zephaniah Swift to Samuel Ely in March, 1777. 

March 14, 1785, " Voted that Lieut. John Pierce, Capt. Judah 
Moore, Ensign Calvin Bill, Matthew Long, Dea. Samuel Bewel, 
Joseph Xye, Solomon Moore, and Sergt. Jesse Swift are Petty 
Jur>'men." And here follows what to us at this day would appear 
as a joke. 

Then ** Voted to allow Ephraim Titus one shilling for a bo.x 
to keep the Petty Jurymen in." Taken literally it must have 
been a very large box, or the jurymen were ver>' small men in 
size. The price would indicate what the voters intended to 
express, that is, a box to keep the jur>'men's names in. It was 
at this meeting that measures were first taken to divide the town 
into school districts. 

Chose Nathan Foster, Ephraim Titus, Ensign Fox, Lieut. 
Castle, Capt. Swift, Ensign Flagg,.Medad Smith, Capt. Wheeler, 
and Silas Axtell to attend to that duty, 

Their report was made to a meeting held September 16, 1785, 
and the town was then divided into six school districts. Previous to 
the erection of the Old Log Meeting House, the town meetings 
were held at the houses of different persons, but thereafter they 
were held in this meeting house or in a frame one subsequently 
erefted on the hill, and called the " Congregational Meeting 
House," until the town meetings were removed by vote in 1833 
to this village, then called ** Mill Hollow." 

In 1833 and until a few years just preceding that time, the 
business of the town was transacted principally upon the old town 
hill, where originally laid out, situate to the easterly, and between 
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the present village and the Lucius Fox place now owned by 
David Spencer. Its meeting house, its stores, tavern, shops, 
offices and dwelling houses constituted quite a pretentious village 
to which the country all around paid tribute. It was the policy 
of our early fathers to locate these business places of the town 
upon some high hill near the geographical centre of the town, 
and then construct roads diverging in different directions there- 
from out into the country. 

In 1828 Charles K. Field, Esq., a young attorney of New- 
fane, located here as a practitioner of the law. He was a man 
of excellent judgment, keen and sparkling intellect, and endowed 
with almost an intuitive foresight. 

At the October, 1828, session of the Vermont Legislature, 
the Searsbury Turnpike Company was incorporated. He readily 
saw that in opening up a great thoroughfare between Bennington 
and Brattleboro, some other route than that over the town hill 
must necessarily be provided for a connecting link between the 
east end of the turnpike, two miles or oiore west of here, and 
the old road near the Averell place a mile east of here. Under 
his leadership, a highway was established and constructed through 
Mill Hollow, now the present village. He foresaw that what 
had already happened in New^fane, must inevitably take place 
here, that is that removal of the business interests of the town 
from the hills to the valleys. The highway being constructed, 
a store or two were built upon or near it. The building now 
occupied by Albert M. Johnson as a dental office, and for the 
Town Clerk's office, and by Chandler M. Russell for a residence, 
was among the first ereffced for a store. Another one was ereffced 
upon the spot where Orrin O. Ware's store now stands. John 
Pulsifer and Milo R. Crosby, Freeman and A. B. Childs, were 
the first to open mercantile establishments in the new village. 
They were followed by Flavius T. and Volney Forbes, Samuel 
F. Harris, F. L. Stanley, Ashley Stone, Willard (lorham, A. N. 
Fitch, Laban and Adin T. Childs, Ansel Adams, Kleazar and 
Oscar J. Gorham, Estus C. Sargent, Warren Boyd, Origcn 
Smith, and many others too numerous to mention. In 1833 an 
article was inserted in the warrant for the annual March meeting, 
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A-hfch was a> follows : " Article 7. To >ee if the town will raise 
and appropriate a sum of money, not exceeding two hundred 
dollars, for the purpose of erecting a town house in Mill Hollow 
the following soring or summer." 

The voters met. chose officers, transacted \'arious other kinds 
of businer^s and adjourned to March 1 8th. when they met and 
passed the following vote : " That the selectmen contract with 
Charles K, Field to build and complete a town house in Mill 
Hollow, for the sum of two hundred dollars, to be paid to said 
Field on or before the first day of January-, 1 834 ; and the seleft- 
men are to require bonds for the completion of said house." 
The>' *• Voted to hold the next freemen's meeting in the town 
house in * Mill Hollow.' " 

The hand of Mr. Field can be recognized in all this work, at 
least, by those who knew him well. April 29, a meeting was 
held at which an attempt was made to reconsider said votes, but 
without success ; and the freemen's meeting the September fol- 
lowing was held in the new town house, and the meetings of 
this town have been held in this village ever since. 

Stephen Presson and Dr. John Pulsifer were engaged in the 
business of merchants on the hill, or at the centre, for many 
years under the firm name of Stephen Presson & Co, ; so also 
were Col. Justus Gale, Boyd & Eddy, Russell Fitch. Gooding 
Lincoln, and Freeman and Adnah B. Childs. Adnah Bangs 
kept a tavern or hotel there for many years, as also did Samuel 
Thompson and Gooding Lincoln. The taking from the *' Old 
Hill " the town meetings was the last straw that broke the 
camel's back, and from that forward the business gradually came 
to " Mill Hollow," together with the Congregational Meeting 
House ; and the places that once knew dwelling house, shop, 
store and tavern, long years ago, ** know them no more forever." 

The first building erefted in the present village was a wheel- 
wright shop, by Jonas Liscom, and was located on the vacant 
lot, from which was burned the dwelling house of Mrs. Dr. 
Pettee, a few years ago. He also built the first dwelling house, 
which was situated on the lot next westerly, and where now 
stands the dwelling house of Mrs. Stillman Robinson. This was 
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in the winter and spring of 1832, at which time Maj. A. B. 
Childs purchased both lots with the buildings thereon for the 
sum of ;g400. He moved into the house before it was entirely 
plastered, and his daughter Mary Jane, now the wife of Edwin 
Thayer of Springfield, Mass., was born there July 16, 1832, and 
is understood to be the first child born in the village. The wheel- 
wright shop and lot was afterwards sold to Freeman Childs, 
upon which lot he afterwards erefted the dwelling house occupied 
by him, and after his decease was owned and occupied by Will- 
iam Childs, and then by Dr. Anson L. Pettee and wife. In 
the fall of 1832, William Childs and wife moved into the house 
with Maj. A. B. Childs, which they both continued to occupy 
until the dwelling house since known as the " Maj. A. B. Childs 
Homestead," was erected about the year 1836, and ready for 
occupancy. The dwelling house of Dr. Pulsifer was moved from 
the old hill to its present location next northerly of the Town 
Hall, and is the one now owned and occupied by John F. Bassett. 
So were several other of the dwelling houses moved down the hill 
to the present village. 

The first hotel was erefted about the same time by Captain 
Gooding Lincoln on the site just east of Mrs. Pettee's, and the 
building was destroyed in the same fire. This house was kept 
by him for several years, when he was succeeded by Robert 
Riddle, John Thayer, Lyman Thayer, and others, until, and 
perhaps for some time after the present hotel was erefted and 
opened by Laban Childs. The present hotel has also had for 
favorite landlords Henry Sheldon, Wells Snow, John Patch, 
Liberty Wilder, J. Henry Kidder, Manly L. Burr and Kendall P. 
Ames, and the present proprietors Burr and William MacLellan. 

MILLS, ETC. 

I am unable to state when the first saw mill or grist mill was 
put in operation here. Mr. Child in his ** Windham County 
Gazetteer" published in 1884, claims that George Williams came 
here soon after the Battle of Bunker Hill, " erefted his log house 
where Joel Graves now lives, and in that vicinity built a saw 
mill, which is said to have been the first in town." I have made 
thorough search of the early land records, and am unable to 
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find that any such person ever owned real estate here. I have 
discovered, however, that Ebenezer Davis conveyed to Col. 
William Williams of New Marlborough [Marlboro] under date 
November 14, 1773, a tra6l of fifty acres, which is bounded 
upon the west by the Deerfield River, and from the description 
in the deed, I judge that these lands were located at or near the 
place where Joel Graves now lives. Col. Williams, however, did 
not move into this town until early in the year 1775, and it may 
be that he built a saw mill at the place mentioned, before he 
came here with his family to reside. 

As I have already stated Zephaniah Swift conveyed a hundred 
acres near the centre of the town, abutted on the one side by the 
Beaver Brook, to Samuel P21y. After his banishment and w^hile 
in Lyme, Conn., June 24, 1784, 1 find he conveyed the same tra6l 
of land to one Abner Ely of said Lyme, and in the description 
sets it up as ** having two mills standing on the premises." The 
site of these mills, probably, was at or near the place where the 
old tannery used to stand. 

April 27, 1782, Capt. Chipman Swift;^ conveyed to John Buck of 
Worthington, Mass., a tract of land lying adjacent to the "Great 
Pond with a dwelling house thereon, with the full right and priv- 
ilege to dam and flow the Great Pond, &c." Subsequently John 
Buck conveyed an interest in the same to his brother Moses 
Buck, said property having a dwelling house and saw mill 
thereon. 

In January, 1788 the Bucks conveyed to William Ray and 
Benjamin Ray, and the property at this time is described as 
having two dwelling houses, a saw mill and grist mill standing 
thereon. The pond undoubtedly took its name as '*Ray Pond" 
from about that time, and by which it has ever since been known, 
I had intended upon coming here to be able to fix the time when 
the tannery on Beaver Brook and the mills in the village were 
erected, and by whom, but my health has been and is such, that 
I could not give the work to it. This must be hereafter supplied 
by some one, and also the promotion and history of various 
other industries of more recent date. The mills in the village, 
however, were first erefted by Richard Waste about the year 
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1828, and were on the west side of the river. Afterwards larger 
and more extensive buildings for milling purposes were erefted 
on the east side where they now are, and in process of time those 
on the opposite side were taken down or went to decay. 

FIRST BIRTH IN TOWN. 

The first to be born in this town, as shown by the public 
records, was Zephaniah Swift, son of Capt. Chipman Swift, Jan- 
uary 20, 1 77 1. It is probable, indeed it may be regarded as 
quite certain, that others were born here previous to that time, 
and of which no record has been preserved, or more likely never 
made. It would require a long stretch of the imagination to make 
it appear that at that time when large families of children were the 
almost universal rule, instead of the exception as now, and that 
with "Seven Famalies " residing here in 1765, and fourteen in 
1 77 1, there had not been any children born previous to January 
20, 1 77 1. 

Mr. Swift became a minister of the Gospel, and it is related of 
him, that after he had retired one evening, a couple came to his 
door in the midst of a thunder storm to be married. He thrust 
his head out of the window, and called to them and performed 
the ceremony as follows : ^ 

** Under the window in stormy weather, 
I join a man and a woman together, 
Let none but him who made the thunder, 
Ever put this man and wife asunder." 

Who were the first to be married, or the first to die, I have 
not been able to ascertain to my own satisfaction. 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 

The early settlers of this town had been brought up in the 
wholesome ** fear and admonition of the Lord," and did not soon 
forget the example of their fathers and mothers in Connecticut 
and Massachusetts. They were chiefly of the puritanical type, 
or standing order, denominationally known as *' Calvanistic Con- 
gregational ists." Ministers were settled by vote of the town, 
meeting houses were built in the same way, and rates were 
levied on all the inhabitants, and collefted by tythingmen to pay 
the expanse thereof This was far from satisfactory to those of 
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a different faith, and a law was early enafted exempting such 
persons from payment on filing proof in the office of the Town 
Clerk that they were of a different religious persuasion than that 
of the " standing order," and contributed to its support. As a 
consequence, you will find in all our early records a large num- 
ber of certificates of that character on record in the Town Clerk's 
office, and Wilmington is not an exception to this general rule. 
I herewith insert one taken from the records in this town as a 
sample copy. 

**This may certify to whom it may concern that, Thomas 
Haskell, Jr. of Wilmington attends public worship with the 
Baptist Church in Halifax, and communicates to the support of 
the gospel in said church. Halifax, March 20, 1787. 

Per me Obed Warren, Elder of said church." 

All this sounds strange to us who live in this nineteenth cen- 
tury of religious: liberty, and may I not add without offense, the 
word " license." 

I have thought many times when considering the present con- 
dition of society that perhaps it would be better for us if we had 
less of " license," and more of that rigid religious discipline of 
our early fathers. 

Of religious societies in town, there Jias never been but four, 
viz : Congregational, Baptist, Methodist and Universalist, neither 
of which have had a settled pastor with them continuously. 

The Congregationalist Church is the oldest, and was organized 
in 1780 by Thomas Haskell, Edward Foster, Perez Swift, Nathan 
Foster and others, and has had the following named ministers : 
Rev. Winslow Packard, from 1781 to 1784; Rev. Jonas Hatch 
from 1787 to 1 791 ; Rev. E. Fairbanks from 1793 to 1800; Rev. 
Alban Tobey from 1803 to 1810; Rev. Wm. B. Stow from 181 2 
to 1 814; Rev. HoUis Samson from 181 7 to 1823; Rev. Marshal 
Southard in 1826; Rev. Joel Wright from 1829 to 1834; Rev. 
Josiah Peabody in 1835; Rev. S. M. Wheelock from 1836 to 
1838; Rev. George Butterfield from 1839 to 1844; Rev. Abel 
Patton from 1 844 to 1 847 ; Rev. Darwin H. Ranney (Unionist) 
from 1850 to 1853; Rev. S. J. M. Lord from 1855 to 1858; 
Rev. E. B. Bassett from 1859 to i860 ; Rev. O. S. Morris (Meth- 
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odist) in 1861 ; Rev. Roswell Harris, Jr. from 1863101864; 
Rev. J. C. Halliday from 1865 to 1866; Rev. J. B. Perry from 
1866 to 1867 ; Rev. R. Emerson from 1868 to 1869; Rev. E. 
E. Herrick from 1869 to 1870; Rev. A. C. Field from 1871 to 
1879; Rev. H. R. Titus from 1882 to 1885 ; Rev. A. J. Dyer in 
1885; Rev. W. C. Sexton from 1887 to 1889. The present 
pastor is Rev. F. B. Hyde. 

The Baptist was regularly constituted September i , 1 806. For 
some time previous thereto, those of that denomination residing 
in town were members of the Baptist Church in Halifax, and 
afterwards of the church in Somerset. They occasionally en- 
joyed the ministrations of some clergyman of their own faith, 
and in 1 802, a Baptist minister named Rev. Simson Stow, preached 
one year in the Congregational house of worship. September 
1 , 1 806, a council composed of pastors and delegates from the 
churches of Somerset, Halifax, Shaftsbury and Wardsboro con- 
vened at Wilmington in response to a call of the Baptist Church 
of the first mentioned place, and it was then ** Voted to set off 
and constitute the Brethren at Wilmington a separate church, 
8z:c." The new church was at that time composed of thirty 
members, among them being Dr. Jeremiah Parmalee and Nathan 
Flagg, who were the two first deacons, Josiah Stearns, Medad 
Smith, Benjamin Metcalf, Azor Smith, Linus Austin and others. 
Linus Austin was licensed to preach by the church June 24, 
1807, and supplied the place for the three succeeding years; 
was ordained and again labored with them in 18 14 and 181 5. 
After Mr. Austin left in 1810, the church was supplied by itin- 
erant preachers for a while, among whom may be named Rev. 
Joseph Elliott of Hinsdale, N. H., Rev. Elijah Montague of 
North Leverett, Mass., Rev. Stephen Choate of Wardsboro and 
Rev. Josiah Matteson of Shaftsbury. In the winter of 181 1 
they engaged Eli Ball to preach for them ; he was ordained the 
25th of September following, and continued with the church for 
about two years. In the autumn and winter of 1816 and 1817, 
there was experienced a powerful religious awakening in this 
church and community under the lead of a Rev. Mr. Brooks, 
an Evangelist, assisted by the Revs. Fuller, Robinson and Bruce, 
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and sixty-two were added to the church by baptism. The Rev. 
Mansfield Bruce supplied the pulpit a year or more prior to 1819 
when he removed from Marlboro to Wilmington, and became 
their settled pastor, and continued with them in that capacity 
until his death, February 5, 1843. Then followed the Rev. M. 
D. Miller from 1843 to 1846; Rev. A. Case from 1848 to 1850 ; 
Rev. Mr. Stone in 1851 ; Rev. Mason Ball from 1852 to 1853 ; 
Rev. W. Tillinghast from 1854 to 1856; Rev. C. H. Robinson 
in 1857 ; Rev. Mr. Smith in 1858 and 1859 ; Rev. A. W. Good- 
now from i860 to 1877, and again from 1882 to 1886; Rev. 
Horace Fowler from 1 877 to 1 879 ; Rev. L. Kenney in 1 880 
and 1881 ; Rev. Dryden W. Phelps in 1887 and 1888 ; the Rev. 
William Spencer is the present pastor. 

The Rev. Mansfield Bruce who held the pastorate for twenty- 
four years, was born in Grafton, Mass., April 11, 1781 ; was 
converted at the age of 23, and united with the Congrega- 
tional Church in Newton, Mass. In 1806 he united with the 
Baptist Church of Marlboro and Newfane, served as deacon 
until 1809, when he was ordained as an Evangelist, and in a 
short time became the pastor of that church. He was earnestly 
devoted to his work, and did not hesitate to rebuke sin wherever 
he found it existing. He was a strong preacher, eloquent and 
persuasive, and was highly fespected by all who knew him. He 
is said to have married over one hundred couples, and baptized 
over four hundred persons during his ministry. The first church 
edifice was built in 18 17, about one half mile northeast of this 
village, on the old Dover road, and where Jonathan Witt, Esq., 
lived so many years, and died. Their present church was 
erefted in 1 839, and has been extensively repaired since. 

It is not easy to determine what year and by whom Metho- 
dism was first introduced into Wilmington, but it was probably 
about the year 1 800, and by the indomitable circuit riders. The 
first place at which preaching is known to have been held in this 
town was at the house of Frederick Grossman, who immigrated 
from Connefticut bringing his Methodist preferences with him. 
His house was on the farm now owned by Estus W. Haynes, 
and a class was formed with Asher Haynes, Sr., as leader. The 



An Historical Address. 63 

members so far as has been ascertained were Asher Haynes, Sr., 
Frederick Grossman, his wife and daughter ; Gideon Snow and 
wife, Isaac Moore and wife, Asher S. King, Horace Gutting, 
Galvin Lincoln, Ruth Glark, who afterward married Simeon Boyd ; 
two Misses Gook, and also Joseph Pike, his wife and daughter, 
who lived in Stratton and drove eleven miles to attend service, 
often arriving as early as daylight. Arvine Boyd also became a 
member when quite a young boy. About 1820, or very soon 
thereafter, the Rev. Henry Hodges [Is he the Rev. William H. 
Hodges who subsequently lived and died in Newfane ?] moved 
into town and lived near where E. M. Haynes now resides. He 
was a Methodist minister and preached in the Gongregational 
Ghurch on the hill, and also held services in the Arvine Bovd 
neighborhood. In 1822, Daniel Palmeter moved into town from 
Ganaan, N. Y. For a time services were held in his house fort- 
nightly, and afterwards were conducted in the schoolhouse, and 
in favorable weather in a grove near the Higley Hill road, a 
wagon serving the purposes of a pulpit ; and in 1 825 they erefted 
a meeting house near the Upper Intervale Gemetery. In 1833 
services were held in the village, and also at the house of Benzil 
Boyd ; A. M. Bissell, William E. Ray, Ruel Boyd, Israel Haynes, 
Ephraim F. Haskell and his family, and others with their fam- 
ilies were a6live in the cause of Methodism in this community. 
In 1834 their meeting house was removed to "Mill Hollow," 
the site of the present village, which has ever since been occupied 
by them, and in 1843 the present parsonage was erefted. Pre- 
vious to 1833 they were supplied with preachers from time to 
time, among whom may be named Richard Newell, Zerah Gol- 
burn, A. Kidder, G. W. Levings and E. Hall. Beginning with 
1833 they have had a settled pastor constantly with them, and I 
herewith record their names : 

Rev. Haynes Johnson in 1833 and 1834; Rev. Machael 
Quimby in 1835 ^"^ 1836; Rev. H. Gampbell in 1837; R^^. 
William S. Lock in 1838; Rev. G. W. Levings in 1839; Rev. 
G. Dustin, 1840 and 1841 ; Rev. James A. Stephens and Rev. 
William Wickham, 1841 and 1842; Rev. John L. Smith and 
Rev. E. Robinson, 1843; Rev. John L. Smith and Rev. E. Gale, 
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1 844 ; Rev. Lewis Hill, 1 845 ; Rev. W. J. Kidder, 1 846 and 1 847 ; 
Rev. David Todd, 1848; Rev. A. C. Smith, 1849 and 1850; 
Rev. Hubbard Eastman, 1851 and 1852; Rev. E. D. Hopkins, 
1853 ; Rev. J. A. Sherman, 1854 and 1855 ; Rev. W. Spencer, 
1856 and 1857; Rev. F. T. Daly, 1858 and 1859; Rev. H. F. 
Forrest, i860 and 1861; Rev. Dennis Wells, 1862 and 1863; 
Rev. Joseph Enwright, 1 864 ; Rev. Simeon Spencer, 1 865 ; Rev. 
L. Dickinson, 1 866 ; Rev. N. W. Wilder, 1 867, 1 868 and 1 869 ; 
Rev. J. H. Gaylord, 1870, 1871 and 1872 ; Rev. Leonard Dodd, 
1873 and 1874; Rev. G. F. Buckley, 1875 and 1876; Rev: L. 

E. Rockwell, 1877, 1878 and 1879; Rev. J. Hamilton, 1880, 
1 88 1 and 1882; Rev. H. F. Forrest, 1883 and 1884; Rev. G. 

F. Arms, 1885 and 1886; Rev. U. E. Sargent, 1887; Rev. L. 
P. Tucker, 1888, 1889 and 1890, and is the present pastor. The 
following local preachers have been licensed by the Wilmington 
Quarterly Conference : Henry Hodges, Reuben Cutting, Daniel 
Avery, Lyman Whitney, Moses Spencer, Seth Ross and Wallace 
D. Spencer. 

** Zerah Colburn, who was at one time pastor in Wilmington, 
was the famous mathematical prodigy. In boyhood he was ex- 
hibited before the nobility of Europe. When seven years of age 
he solved, mentally, the following problem, ' How many steps 
must be taken in traveling sixty-five miles, allowing three feet to 
the step ?' and gave a correct reply in ten seconds. At the same 
age he obtained in the same manner a correct solution of the 
following : * How many days and hours since Christ's birth ?* 
requiring for the operation but twenty seconds." 

The stewards of this church at the present time are George 
Rose, C. D. Spencer, F. H. Aldrich, E. M. Haynes, Sarah L 
Bissell, Schuyler Ware, William B. Haskell, Mary E. Morgan, 
Chauncey Cushman, Carrie E. Cushman, Hortensia Harris, and 
Arthur E. Spencer. 

I desire to acknowledge my indebtedness to the Rev. L. P. 
Tucker for information received relative to the Methodist Church 
in this town, especially that pertaining to its early history. 

Universalism was probably first publicly promulgated in this 
town by Rev. Hollis Samson during his pastorate over the Con- 



An Historical Address. 65 

gregational Church. It is said that he preached three sermons 
distin6lively Universalist in sentiment, and as a consequence lost 
his position. He was soon after received into the fellowship of 
the Universalist Church in Claremont, N. H. Dr. John Pulsifer 
used to proclaim the doctrine of universal salvation to attentive 
hearers in Masonic Hall on the old hill. Dr. A. L. Pettee is 
said to have preached there, as also did Rev. S. P. Skinner, whom 
Dr. Pulsifer persuaded to study for the ministry. 

The Universalist church was organized here about the year 
1830, and the Rev. Warren Skinner came and labored with those 
of that faith, a large share of the time, until he was succeeded 
by Rev. William S. Ballou in 1832. 

In 1 834 the Rev. Hosea F. Ballou who resided in Whitingham, 
was engaged to preach for them, and he continued his labors at 
regular stated intervals until the Rev. James W. Bailey was set- 
tled in 1843. During the ministrations of the Rev. Hosea F. 
Ballou, the society erefted their present church edifice, and it 
was dedicated December 31st, 1835. I herewith append a list of 
the clergymen with their terms of service, so far as I have been 
able to procure them. 

Rev. James W. Bailey from 1843 to 1849 inclusive. In 1850 
and 1 85 1 they had no settled pastor, but the pulpit was supplied 
nearly all the time by clergymen from outside. Rev. Orrin Per- 
kins in 1852 and 1853 and part of 1854; Rev. Jeremiah Gifford 
in 1855 and 1856. 

In the spring of 1857, Rev. Hosea F. Ballou was settled over 
the church and society, came here to reside, and continued as 
its pastor until 1872, when by reason of ill health and his ad- 
vanced age, he retired from the active ministry. He continued 
his residence in this town beloved by all who knew him, and died 
May 20, 1 88 1, aged 82 years. Another has written of him as 
follows : 

" No Wilmingtonian was ever held in more genuine esteem 
than this lamented gentleman. In every home his distinguished, 
blameless life is enshrined in the hearts of all who love nobility 
of character, and still hold fast to manhood's best traits. Al- 
though adhering with unswerving fidelity to his chosen faith. 
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Universalism, he mingled with every se6l and creed, and his 
bearing was notably catholic to all. During his long ministry, 
of some forty-five years, he attended from twenty to seventy-two 
funerals a year in more than twenty towns, and in the aggregate 
probably as many as sixteen hundred. He preached a sermon 
at fully nineteen-twentieths of that number. It is estimated that 
he ^neantime officiated at six hundred weddings. His physical 
activity kept apace with his mental faculties, and both make a 
record of usefulness which his multitude of acquaintances and 
associates may ever refer to with pride and supreme satisfaction. 
His valued and exceptional life covered the occupations of far- 
mer, trader and clergyman, and honorable labor in other depart- 
ments of life, in all of which he displayed manhood's first 
qualification, industry. He was Whitingham's Town Clerk for 
seventeen years ; a Justice of the Peace for fourteen years ; a 
Member of the Legislature for two terms, and of the State Con- 
stitutional Convention for three septenaries. He was Superin- 
tendent of Schools twenty-one years, and with all his various 
cares and duties, brought up a large family to usefulness. To 
the youth of the land. Father Ballou's life offers an example, 
and enforces many precepts, which, if followed, would surely 
bring an abundant reward of usefulness." 

Then followed the Rev. J. E. Davenport in 1872 and 1873; 
Rev. William N. Barber from 1874 to 1883 inclusive; Rev. T. 
B. T. Fisher in 1884; Rev. R. B. G. Russell in 1885 ; in 1886 
and 1887 the pulpit had only an occasional supply, principally 
by a Rev. Mr. Tomlinson ; in 1888 Rev. E. W. Pierce became 
their pastor, and is still with them. 

Among the many, now deceased, who have been prominently 
identified with this church in the past, may be named Richard 
Waste, Eli Waste, Lancy Forbes, Volney Forbes, Flavius T. 
Forbes, Adna B. Childs, William Childs, Hiram Haskell, Lewis 
Lamb, Israel Lawton, James Lawton, Jeremiah Parmelee, Elial 
Crosby, Milo R. Crosby, Abram Boyd, Stephen Boyd, James 
Manning Boyd, David Bills, Ezra B. Chandler, Carley Winches- 
ter, Alonzo Titus, Nathan W. Sargent, Heman Swift, Horace 
Mellen, and Horace Tanner. 
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I feel that I ought not to close this portion of my address 
having reference to the religious societies, without making hon- 
orable mention of the Rev. Origen Smith, who gave almost a 
life-long service to the cause of his Lord and Master. 

The Rev. Origen Smith was born in this town April 9, 181 2. 
He was the son of Azor Smith ; his grandfather, Medad Smith, 
was one of the early settlers in Wilmington, and came here at 
the age of 1 8 years, guided by marked trees, carrying a bushel 
of meal and a five-pail iron kettle upon his back, from Cole- 
raine, Mass. 

He united with the Baptist Church here November 13, 1831, 
and was licensed to preach September i, 1833. He was or- 
dained as an Evangelist May 17, 1837, ^^^ ^^^ seven years 
served as a Missionary^ to the Isles of Shoals, under the patron- 
age of the society for " Propagating Religious Knowledge among 
the American Indians and others." 

July 6, 1852, he became the pastor of the Baptist Church in 
East Dover, and continued with them over twenty years, residing 
during all this time in Wilmington, where for seventeen years he 
was engaged in the drug and stationery business. April i, 1873, 
he commenced preaching in Guilford, Vt., and was the pastor of 
its Baptist Church for six years. During the succeeding four 
years, he was pastor of the Baptist Church in Whitingham, Vt. 

May II, 1837, h^ married Betsey, daughter of Rev. Mans- 
field Bruce, who died here October 4, 1882. March 29, 1883, 
he removed from this town to Brattleboro, and made his home 
with his only son Irenaeus O. P. Smith, continuing his labors as 
a preacher of the gospel at Guilford and other places until his 
decease December 21st, 1884. 

Other Societies and Institutions. 

MASONIC. 

June I, 181 5, a charter for a lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons, was issued by John Chipman, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of Vermont, to be denominated Social Lodge, No. 38, 
and located at Wilmington. 

Its first oflficers were Jairus Hall, W. M.; Jesse Swift, S. W.; 
Edmund Livermore, J. W.; John Roberts, Secretary. 



68 Wilmington Reunion. 

It continued in a prosperous condition until the anti-masonic 
excitement became so intense and bitter that it closed its labors, 
and ceased to exist about the year 1830. 

It was rechartered by Philip C. Tucker, M. W. Grand Master, 
under authority of the Grand Lodge, January 15, 1867. Its 
first officers were Adna B. Childs, W. M.; James Lawton, S. W.; 
Heman Swift, J. W.; James Lawton, Treasurer ; A. B. Childs, 
Secretary. Since which time the following persons have served 
as Worshipful Master: Charles N. Davenport, 1858 and 1864; 
A. L. Pettee, 1859 and 1861 ; Kittredge Haskins, i860; James 
Talbot in 1862; Winslow S. Myers, 1863 ; Charles C. Haskell, 
1865, 1867, 1868 and 1869; Daniel M. Bissell, 1866; Flavius J. 
Swift, 1870, 1 87 1, 1872, 1873 and 1875; Albert M. Johnson, 
1874, 1876, 1877, 1878, 1885 and 1886; J. Henry Kidder, 1879 
and 1880; Chandler M. Russell, 1881, 1882 and 1889; Elmer 
J. Titus, 1883 and 1884 ; Alger W. Rice, 1887 ; John R. Buell, 
1888 ; Stephen T. Davenport, 1890. 

ODD FELLOWS. 

In 1 847 Social Lodge No. 7, of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows was instituted here and continued to flourish for a few 
years, and until two or three of its members, for some reason, 
became dissatisfied with its workings and undertook an expose 
of the secrets of the Order. Their conduft in this behalf was 
the occasion of great local excitement which soon became wide- 
spread. A newspaper called **The Green Mountain Eagle and Even 
Fellows Gazette " was published here for one year from February 
9, 1850, the date of its first issue. One E. B. Rollins was its 
Editor and Publisher, and he devoted his time and energies and 
the columns of his newspaper to the exposition of the secrets of 
Odd Fellowship, Masonry, The Sons of Temperance, and other 
kindred societies, together with the terrible effefls that would 
inevitably result to society in particular and the State in general 
if permitted to exist. As the result of this warfare and the in- 
tense feeling and excitement engendered, the Lodge here surren- 
dered its charter and disbanded December 29, I855. Odd 
Fellowship, however, Still survives, and has gone on increasing 
in numbers and strength both in this State and the United States 
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until it has taken position in the frbnt rank with other great 
philanthropic and charitable institutions of the world. The 
motto which was printed at the head of the columns of this 
short-lived newspaper was as follows : 

" Here shall the Press the Peoples' rights maintain, 
Unawed by terror, and unbribed by gain, 
Here patriot Truth her glorious precepts draw : 
Pledged to Religion, Liberty and Law." 
The motto is good and so is the sentiment ; but however noble 
may be its pretentions it was long ago fully exemplified that a 
newspaper cannot well live and thrive upon *' hobbies " alone. 

DEERFIELD VALLEY TIMES. 

In 1888 a second newspaper was established here by the 
name of " Deerfield Valley Times " of which O. H. Jones, 
Esq., is the present publisher. Perhaps no one establishment is 
of more advantage to a community than that of du newspaper. 
A newspaper in a village if properly condufted advances the in- 
terests of all trades, professions and callings, by drawing to its 
vicinity much business that would otherwise be diverted into 
other channels ; and by giving prominence and notoriety abroad 
to the business capabilities and other advantages of its town and 
village. I have read the paper of which I am speaking, since 
its first publication, with much interest and delight. To the 
former residents of the town, now far removed, it must be a 
welcome weekly visitor. Both residents and nonresidents who 
have the best interests and future prosperity of this town still 
lying near their hearts ought to give this newspaper a generous 
and hearty support. 

THE WILMINGTON SAVINGS BANK. 

This bank was incorporated by an a6l of the Legislature, 
approved November 30, 1853, with the following incorporaters : 
Israel Lawton, C. T. Alvord, Adna B. Childs, Hosea F. Ballou 
of Whitingham, Laban Jones of Dover, Daniel Carpenter of 
Readsboiro, Ira Adams of Marlboro, Eleazar Gorham, Jr., Vol- 
ney Forbes, David Bills, Israel Haynes, George Fox, Horace 
Hastings, Arvine Boyd, Justus H. Dix, Warren Boyd, Horace 
Tanner, Stephen P. Flagg, and Oscar L. Shafter. Of this number 
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only ^ix are now living — C. T. Alvord, Eleazar Gorham, Arvine 
Boyd, J. H. Dix, Warren Boyd, and Horace Hastings now of 
Haverhill, Mass. At its organization Oscar L. Shatter was 
chosen President and Stephen P. Flagg Treasurer. The first 
depositor was Miss Sarah D. Lawton (now Mrs. B. H. Adams of 
Brooklyn, N. Y.) March 14, 1854, the amount being $\o\ the 
second depositor was Rufus G. Bowker of ;j>io on the same date. 
On the removal of Mr. Shatter to California Laban Jones was 
elefted President and served for several years. He was suc- 
ceeded by A. B. Childs who served a number of years and then 
was succeeded by Hosea F. Ballou who served until his death. 
E. L. Fuller of Whitingham was then elefted and has since 
served in that capacity. The Treasurers since the death of Mr. 
Flagg have been Eleazer L. Waterman, Milo R. Crosby, Nathan 
W. Sargent, Hosea Mann, Jr., and E. A. Willard, Jr., who now 
fills that office. For a number of years the growth of the bank 
was slow, and not until 1 865 did its deposits begin largely to 
increase. Since that time the institution has continued to flourish 
and has had an annual growth almost phenomenal. July ist, 
1 890, its deposits amounted to nearly ;J>400,ooo with a surplus 
and reserve fund amounting to about ;J>3 3,000 more. It ought 
. to be a source of great pride to the people of this vicinity that 
there is in this small country town a moneyed institution of such 
strength and solidity. 

POSTOFFICES AND POSTMASTERS. 

In March 1784, an aft establishing postoffices in this State 
was passed by the General Assemby and concurred in by the 
Council, and Anthony Haswell of Bennington was by resolve 
appointed Postmaster General within and for the State of Ver- 
mont. Subsequently, postoffices were established at Bennington, 
Rutland, Brattleborough, Windsor, and Newbury, and although 
the a6l of 1784 and one subsequently passed in 1787 provided 
for the establishment of other offices in different parts of the 
State, yet it is quite conclusively settled that the five above 
named were the only offices established in Vermont until after 
its admission into the Union in 1790. June i, 1792, additional 
postoffices were established and opened under the authority of 
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Congress, in Manchester, Vergennes, and Burlington. The in- 
habitants residing within the deHvery of these offices and along 
the post-routes established, received and forwarded their mail 
through post-riders who were employed by the authorities to 
ride the post-routes through the country from office to office. 
The post-rider between Bennington and Brattleborough was to 
be paid three pence, and all other post-riders two pence per mile 
** in hard money orders or hard money," and in addition to their 
mileage fees, they had the exclusive right of carriage, and were 
to receive and enjoy the advantage of the fees arising from the 
carriage of letters and packets of every kind, and the rate of 
postage was to be the same as in the United States Service. 
Meagre as this service was as established and carried on under 
State authority, yet after it had passed under the control of the 
General Government it hardly kept pace with the demands of the 
increasing population. A postoffice was established in Wilming- 
ton, and by that name, late in the year 1 800. I herewith give a 
list of the postmasters and the date of their respective appoint- 
ments : 



Elijah Easton, 


appointed 


Jany. 


I, 


[801 


Alvan Tobey, 




July 


I, 1 


[804 


Samuel Thompson, 




April 


I, ] 


[811 


Jarius Hall, 




March 


1 8, 


1820 


Humphrey Mellen, 




Dec. 


26, ] 


[820 


Ephraim Tyler, 




Feb. 


25, 1 


822 


(( t( 


reappointed 


March 26, ^ 


[829 


Adna B. Childs, 


appointed 


April 


27» ^ 


[831 


{( (< 


reappointed 


April 


20, 


1837 


Estes C. Sargent, 


appointed 


June 


5» ^ 


[841 


Adna B. Childs, 




July 


29, 1 


[84s 


Estes C. Sargent, 




June 


9. 1 


[849 


Warren Boyd, 




Jan. 


27, 1 


1853 


Adna B. Childs, 




Aug. 


27, 1 


^853 


Lucius Walker, 




July 


20, ] 


[861 


Wells P. Jones, v 




Nov. 


10, 


1868 


Orrin 0. Ware, 




Aug. 


9. ^ 


[869 


John L. Pike, 




Sept. 


7, 


1885 
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Ernest B. Pike, appointed Feb. 28, 1888 

Miss Kate D. Dix, '' July 7, 1889 

In 1884 a second postoffice was established in town by the 
name of *' East Wilmington " and has had postmasters as follows : 
Frank E. Barnard, appointed Feb. 24, 1884 

Miss Mattie M. Chandler, *' Nov. 30, 1889 

LAWYERS. 

This town never furnished a congenial home for the petti- 
fogger. But I venture the assertion that not another town in the 
country, with a population at no period exceeding one thousand 
four hundred and twenty-four, has sent forth so many persons, 
educated within her borders, for the practice of the law as has 
Wilmington. I do not mean to be understood as speaking of 
those, only, who were born here, but I also include all those 
who received their legal training and education here, and have 
gone forth into different parts of the country to practice their 
profession or adorn the bench. I give their names in the order 
of their admission to the bar of this county, and are as follows : 



Thomas Bacon, 


admitted 


Dec. Term, 1799 


Levi Field, 




U ( 


1810 


Oscar L. Shafter. 




April 


' 1838 


Martin Ballou, 




ii ( 


' 1839 


Lewis Smith, 




Sept. * 


1840 


Nathaniel B. Hall, 




April 


1848 


Willard Stark, 




(( ( 


( <( . 


Stephen P. Flagg, 


'^ 


Sept. * 


1850 


S. R. Henienway, 




April 


1852 


Charles N. Davenport, 




(i i 


' 1854 


Benjamin L. Knowlton, 




«( ( 


( (< 


Horatio N. Hix, 




Sept. * 


( (( 


Edmund M. Forbes, 




April 


' 1855 


Mark Warren, 




it ( 


( (( 


Francis M. Crosby, 




(( i 


' 1856 


Winslow S. Myers, 




(( ( 


• 1857 


Kittredge Haskins, 




(( I 


1858 


James M. Tyler, 




Sept. * 


i860 


Eleazer L. Waterman, 




(( < 


• 1863 
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April 

Sept. 
April 



1864 



(( 



t( 



It 



t( 



a 



<( 



(( 



it 



n 



n 



1867 



n 



<( 



(( 



t( 



n 



Sept. 




1871 


April 




1876 


Sept. 




1879 


(( 




(t 


March 




1881 


<( 




1882 


Sept. 




1883 



William H. Smith, admitted 

Asaph P. Childs, 

John H. Flagg, 

Stephen T. Davenport, 

Oscar E. Butterfield, 

A. Augustine Butterfield, 

Henry F. Dix, 

George W. Davenport, 

Charles F. Boyd, 

Edgar H. Davenport, 

Howard F. Wolcott, 

Milton A. Goodnow, 

Dexter L. Stone, 

Edelbert J. Temple, 

Hosea Mann, Jr., 

Herbert J. Davenport, 

John V. Hall of Bennington, Hiram M. Dickinson, Edward 
V. Childs and Charles Taylor of Wilmington, and James K. 
Batchelder of Arlington, pursued their legal studies for a while 
in this town, and perhaps others whose names I have not been 
able to recall. Henry D. Whitney, a native of Wilmington, was 
admitted as an attorney in Chattanooga, Tenn., during the 
past year. 

Neither should it be forgotten that Charles K. Field of New- 
fane, who was admitted to the bar of this County at the Septem- 
ber term, 1825, settled here in 1828, and removed back to 
Newfane in 1839. He removed to Brattleboro April i, 1861, 
and died there September 15, 1888. 

I have been unable to learn anything of Thomas Bacon who 
was the first settled attorney in this town. Levi Field was born 
in Leverett, Mass., in 1790, was educated for the ministry but 
was never ordained. He read law, was admitted to the bar of 
this County as before stated, practiced his profession here and 
died July 20, 1820. 

Oscar L. Shafter w^s born' in Athens, Vt, October 19, 181 2. 
He was a son of the Hon. William R. Shafter who for several 
years was one of the Assistant Judges of our County Court. 
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His paternal grandfather was James Shafter, a soldier of the 
Revolution, ^nd fought at Bunker Hill, Bennington, and Saratoga. 
He was prepared for college at Wilbraham Academy and grad- 
uated at the Wesleyan University in 1834. He read law, was 
admitted to the bar in i"838 and at once settled in this town and 
won his way to the front rank of his profession. In politics he 
early allied himself to the Liberty party, which afterwards be- 
came merged in the Free-Soil party and subsequently in the 
Republican party. He was the candidate of the old Liberty 
party for Representative in Congress, of the Free-Soil party for 
Governor, and in the fall of 1853 narrowly escaped an eleftion 
to the office of United States Senator by the Legislature of Ver- 
mont. In 1 840 he married Miss Sarah Riddle of this town by 
whom he had eight children, six of whom were born here, and 
two in California. Four, three girls and one boy, died in this 
town when quite young, and four daughters still survive. In 
the fall of 1854 he formed a connection with the law firm of 
Halleck, Peachy, Billings & Park of San Francisco, Cal., left 
home about the middle of October and arrived in San Francisco 
November 13, 1854. He continued in the practice of his pro- 
fession with great success, until January, 1 864, when he took his 
seat as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of that State 
for the term of ten years, which position he held with great credit 
to himself and honor to the State until December, 1867, when 
by reason of ill health he was forced to resign and give up all 
work whatever. He went abroad, hoping the change would 
restore him to health again, but he continued to fail both in 
mind ajid body, and died at Florence, Italy, January 22, 1873. 

Charles N. Davenport was born at Leyden, Mass., 06lober 
20, 1830, was educated in the common schools of his native 
town, at the Shelburne Falls (Mass.) Academy, and the Melrose 
Seminary in West Brattleboro. He commenced the study of 
the law in the office of Oscar L. Shafter March 10, 185 1, was 
admitted to the bar in April, 1854, and at once formed a copart- 
nership with Mr. Shafter, which continued until November 10, 
1855, when it was dissolved, in consequence of the decision of 
Mr. Shafter to remain in California. He continued here in the 



An Historical Address. 75 

a6live practice of his profession until his removal to Brattleboro 
in March, 1868, where he found a wider field and an increasing 
and still greater laborious practice. In June, 1875, desiring to 
be relieved from a portion of his largely increased business and 
responsibilities, which even then were overtasking his powers, 
both mental and physical, he took a partner. January i, 1882, 
with a view of regaining his health which had become seriously 
impaired by constant application and unremitting toil in the 
cause of his clients, he retired altogether from the profession. 
He died April 12, 1882, at the age of 51 years. As a lawyer 
he was eminently successful, and that he was a faithful custodian 
of the interests of his clients was fully recognized wherever he 
was known. In politics he was a Democrat, and could not 
brook the least deviation from the strift letter and spirit of the 
constitution. He never sought for or cared to be elefted to any 
office, but for all that he was ambitious to become a recognized 
leader of the party of his faith. He was a delegate in the Dem- 
ocratic National Convention of 1 868 ; was several times a can- 
didate of the Democracy of this district for Congress, and in 
1 865 and 1 866 was the candidate of the Democratic party of 
this State for Governor. December 12, 1854 he married Miss 
Louisa C. Haynes of Lowell, Mass., who bore him six children, 
four of whom died young. The other two, Charles H. Daven- 
port, the Editor and Publisher of **The Windham County 
Reformer," and Herbert J. Davenport, a lawyer and private banker 
of Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Mrs. Davenport died September 
30, 1 870. He was married a second time November 6, 1 87 1 , to 
Mrs. Roxana J. Dunklee of Brattleboro, who deceased May 
22, 1881. 

Stephen P. Flagg was born in this town February 20, 1810, 
and always resided here. He married Miss Lucinda Brown of 
Whitingham, Vt, July 7, 1830, by whom he had six children, 
four of whom still survive. One died when quite young, the 
other, Lyman M. Flagg, died at North Adams, Mass., May 5, 
1886. Of the living James H. is engaged in the business of a 
liveryman at and is a prominent citizen of North Adams ; Ellen 
M. married F. W. Fairbanks now of Brooklyn, N. Y.; John H. 
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also resides in Brooklyn and is a successful lawyer, and Fred A. 
is engaged in the insurance business in New York City. Gen.' 
Flagg, as he was familiarly called, read law with Hon. Charles 
K. Field and subsequently with Hon. O. L. Shatter, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar m September, 1850. He at once secured a 
good practice in his profession and held high rank among his 
brethren. He was neither an ornamental nor attra6live speaker. 
His views were expressed in a clear, concise, and forcible man- 
ner, and with such apparent fairness that he would convince, 
where eloquence might have failed. He excelled in his prepara- 
tions and argument of questions of law. He never enjoyed 
excellent health, and by some he was thought to be of a morose 
disposition, but it was not so. He was a man of warm and 
generous impulses, with a fine sense of the humorous, and 
carried with him during his entire life a character for honesty 
and integrity without a blemish. He represented his town in 
the Legislature in 1848, 1849, 1 861, and 1862; was a Senator 
in 1864 and 1865 ; was Town Clerk from 1836 to 1868 inclu- 
sive, and Treasurer of the Wilmington Savings Bank from the 
date of its organization in December, 1853 to his death. He 
died December 22, 1868. His wife died November 22, 1857, 
and he was married a second time to Miss Eunice Chapin of 
Bernardston, Mass., January, 1859, who survived him. 

It would be presumptuous in me to write of those now living. 
Suffice it say, however, that two of them, viz : Hon. Francis M. 
Crosby has been for many years and now is Judge of the Dis- 
trict Court for the First Judicial District of the State of Minne- 
sota, to which State he emigrated in the spring of 1858; and 
Hon. James M. Tyler is one of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of this State. No one of the long list given has ever 
brought discredit to the profession. 

physicians and surgeons. 

The first physician to settle in town so far as I have been able 
to discover, was Dr. Seth Turner, who came here previous to 
1777. I do not know where he came from, or how long he 
remained here. He owned real estate on the old hill in 1781, 
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and for a number of years thereafter. Whether he removed 
from, or died here, I have no knowledge. 

The next was Dr. Jeremiah Parmalee, a native of Killing- 
worth, Conn. He was a Revolutionary soldier, and came to 
this town in 1780, living on the place formerly owned by Thomas 
F, Dix, and next north of where Ashley M. Parmalee now re- 
sides, w.here he continued to live and practice his profession until 
the time of his death, August 24, 1833, aged 64 years. He raised 
a family of nine children, seven sons and two daughters. His 
descendants are numerous, some of whom still reside in this town. 

Then followed Dr. Lemuel Fitch, who came from Granville, 
Mass., in October, 1782; also Dr. Benjamin Morgan, who came 
about the same time, but from where I do not know. They 
were both here as late as 1790 practicing their profession. 
Whether they remained and died here, or removed to other fields 
of labor, I have no information. 

Dr. Russell Fitch came here from Brattleboro as early cer- 
tainly as 181 5, but I am informed he did not practice medicine 
to any great extent at least, if at all, but engaged in merchan- 
dising having a store on the old town hill. He died very 
suddenly in June, 1835, falling out of his chair when in the store, 
and when found his head rested in a nail keg. 

Dr. John Pulsifer was a native of Franklin County, Mass., 
removing to Marlboro, Vt., in 181 3 or perhaps a year or two 
before then. In March, 1 819 he removed from Marlboro to this 
town, where he remained until June or July, 1838, when he emi- 
grated to the State of Illinois, and died there in 1861. He was 
* a man of great ability, and had a large practice both here and 
in adjoining towns, continuing the practice of his profession in 
Illinois, and to the date of his death. He was also a prominent 
citizen and successful merchant during the entire period of his 
residence here. 

The following are several other physicians in town whose 
names I have been able to obtain, and the period, or about the 
period of time they lived and practiced here : 

Dr. Abner Allard from 1831 to 1838 ; Dr. Billings Pulsifer in 
1828; Dr. George B. Armington in 1828 and 1829; Dr. Waters 
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Gillett in 1832 and 1833; Dr. Edward A. Kittredge in 1832; 
Dr. Horace Smith from 1836 to 1856, and again in 1871 ; Dr. 
Jonathan Bassett, bot., 1839; Dr. A. L. Pettee from 1838 to 
November 4, 1878, the date of his death. It may be said in 
this connexion that during the aforesaid period, Dr. Pettee was 
absent in New York one or two years, and that for a few years 
previous to his decease, he had abandoned active practice. He 
was an excellent physician, commanded a large practice, and had 
hosts of warm friends. Dr. Charles Lord in 1848 ; Dr. Emery 
Hill, bot, 1851 and 1852; Dr. Newman W. Smith in 1854 and 
1855; Dr. Edwin Haynes from 1857 to 1866; Dr. James H. 
Talbot from 1858 to 1869; Dr. George H. Harvey, eel. in 1859, 
again in 1867 ; Mrs. Dr. Abby Witt, bot, from 1863 to 1870 ; 
Mrs. Dr. W. Goodnow, bot., in 1868; Dr. Flavius J. Swift in 
1 866 to February 21, 1 881, when he died; Dr. Elmer J. Titus 
in 1 87 1 and is still practicing in town ; Dr. A. I. Hoon from 
1 88 1 to 1883 ; Dr. A. W. Rice from 1883 to the present time. 

dentists. 

In former times all dental operations were performed by the 
regular physician, but since dentistry has become a separate and 
distin6l branch or profession of itself, the following named per- 
sons have practiced the profession in this town, viz : 

Dr. C. E. Streeter, Dr. A. L. Pettee, Jr., Dr. Piper, Dr. Augus- 
tus C. Moore, Dr. Edwin Haynes, Dr. Lewis F. Lawton, Dr. 
Charles C. Haskell, Dr. S. R. Pike, Dr. Swinscoe, and Dr. Albert 
M. Johnson. The last named is still in the business here. There 
may have been others whose names I do not recall. 

WILMINGTON IN THE EARLY CONVENTIONS. 

At a convention held at Westminster February 7, 1775, a 
Standing Committee of Correspondence composed of persons 
from twenty-one towns was chosen that the County might be 
kept well informed as to the doings of the friends of liberty in 
the different colonies. Elijah Alvord was the member chosen 
from Wilmington or Draper. 

At a convention of the Committee of Safety for the County of 
Cumberland convened at Westminster Court House on the nth 
of June, 1776, and which continued in session until the 21st of 
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June, the town of Wilmington was represented by Elijah Alvord 
and John Gibbs. Also at a convention of delegates from the 
several towns in the New Hampshire grants holden at Windsor, 
June 4th, 1777, Wilmington was represented by William Mel- 
len ; and it was at this convention that the name ** New Conne6l- 
icut " given to the New Hampshire grants at their session held 
in Westminster the January previous, was changed by a resolu- 
tion which read as follows : ** Resolved : Therefore, unani- 
mously, that the district described in the Preamble to the 
Declaration at Westminster aforesaid, shall now hereafter be 
called and known by the name of Vermont." 

At another convention convened at Windsor, and sitting from 
July 2nd to July 8, 1877, this town was represented by Col. 
William Williams, and he also represented the town in the Gen- 
eral Assembly in 1779 and 1780. April 14, 1772, and while a 
resident of Marlboro, he was appointed and commissioned a 
Justice of the Peace for Cumberland County. It is stated in an 
affidavit made by Oliver Church and Joseph Hancock relative to 
the ** Westminster Massacre" of March 13, 1775, that he was 
one of the Court party that assembled on that occasion to dis- 
lodge those who had taken possession of the Court House, to 
prevent the meeting of the Court the next day. The affidavit 
goes on to state that, " One William Williams received a large 
wound in the head by one of the Balls discharged by said 
Rioters." He was a captain in the service of the colonies in the 
French War, and at the commencement of the war of the Rev- 
. olution, he early became interested in the American cause. May 
23, 1775, and while a resident of Wilmington or Draper, he was 
elefted a delegate from the County of Cumberland to the New 
York Provincial Congress, which commenced its session on the 
22nd inst. Hall, in his '* History of Eastern Vermont," erro- 
neously states his residence as of Westminster. He was re- 
elected to the same office November 14, 1775, and again May 
14, 1776. On the 9th of June, 1775, he offered his services to 
the Provincial Congress to " raise a regiment of good, active, 
enterprising soldiers ***** ^q j^^^p 
under proper subje6lion, regulars, Roman Catholics, and the 
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savages at the northward ; as also, to be ready at all times, to 
defend our rights and privileges against ministerial tyranny and 
oppression." As evidence of the appreciation in which he was 
held as a soldier by others, I make the following quotation from 
a letter written by Ethah Allen and Seth Warner to Eliphalet 
Dyer and Silas Dean, dated July 4, 1775 : '* Capt. William Will- 
iams, who served in that rank in the ranging service with honour 
during the last war, and since has been a Major of Militia in 
Cumberland County, is desirous to join the battalion of Green 
Mountain Boys in rank of major, and complete a full regiment ; 
and though the Green Mountain Boys are fully satisfied by the 
present arrangement, nevertheless, if the exigency of war shall 
render it expedient to make us a complete regiment, this gentle- 
man will on notice, be at your Honour's service. His connec- 
tion with many old rangers and marksmen, with his military 
abilities in such a department, would render him conspicuous, 
and very agreeable to our corps." January 3, 1776, he was 
elected Colonel, as of Draper, by the New York Provincial 
Congress. On the ist of February, 1776, he was nominated by 
a convention assembled at Westminster to be Colonel of the 
** Lower Regiment" for Cumberland County, and was elected to 
that office by the Provincial Congress then in session at Phila- 
delphia, March i, 1776. The remainder of the field officers of 
said regiment were Benjamin Carpenter of Guilford, Lieut. Col.; 
Oliver Lovell of Rockingham, First Major ; Abijah Lovejoy of 
Westminster, Second Major; Samuel Minott, Jr. of Putney, Ad- 
jutant, and Samuel Fletcher of Townshend, Quartermaster. 

Early in the year 1777, he was ordered by Gen. Schuyler and 
the New York Provincial Congress to enlist every fifth man in 
the lower regiment of the militia of the County for the re-en- 
forcement of Fort Ticonderoga. It must be borne in mind that 
the authorities of New York were still claiming jurisdiction over 
the grants, and that the great majority of the people resident 
thereon, did not acknowledge any such jurisdiction. The inhab- 
itants of the grants, generally, were earnest^and ^determined in 
their loyalty to the cause of American independence, yet the 
feeling against New York was so intensely bitter that he was 
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able to make but little headway in enlisting the required quota 
of men, and April 13th, he wrote, "I find that in general the 
men are averse to going out under the State of New York, 
neither do I think it possible for me to raise any men. They are 
ready to go out under the notion of New Hampshire Grants, or 
a new State ; but for my own part I am willing to serve under 
York until the matter can be decided by the Continental Con- 
gress." 

Col. Williams could not have been present as a delegate at the 
opening of the convention which convened at Windsor, July 2, 
1777, for in a letter written by Col. Seth Warner, addressed to 
tihe convention, dated at Rutland, July ist, and forwarded by a 
special messenger, informing them that the enemy had already 
laid siege to Ticonderoga with their gunboats, ships, and other 
<3raft ; that an attack was expefted every hour, and the general 
xn command had ordered him to call out the militia of this State, 
of Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and to march at once 
for the relief of that garrison ; that he " should be glad if a few 
liills of corn unhoed should not be a motive sufficient to detain 
men at home," and further writes that ** Col. Robinson and Col. 
AVilliams are at Hubbardton waiting to be joined by Col. Bellows, 
Avho is with me." In a postscript to this letter he adds, ** I am 
^his moment a going to mount my horse in company with Col. 
IBellows for Ticonderoga." In going from Rutland to Ticonde- 
:»'oga, Col. Warren would naturally pass through Hubbardton, 
^nd it is probable that on his arrival at the latter place, he imme- 
diately dispatched Col. Williams to hurry up the the troops from 
^his side of the mountain, for although the convention was in 
session but seven days, it is quite evident from a letter written by 
liim to Capt. John Sessions, dated July 7th, 1777, that he was 
in attendance upon the convention during the latter portion of it. 
It was at this convention that Col. Williams together with Col. 
Joseph Marsh and Col. Timothy Brownson, were appointed con- 
tractors for the purpose of procuring arms for the State, with 
authority to give such security for the same in behalf of the 
State as they might deem best ; and if necessary, in order to 
procure the arms, were empowered to borrow in behalf of the 
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State, a sum of money not exceeding four thousand pounds. It 
was also at this convention that the first constitution of the new 
State of Vermont was submitted and adopted. 

Ticonderoga was evacuated July 6th, the little garrison joining 
the main body of the American troops at Hubbardton, pursued 
by a portion of the forces of Gen. Burgoyne. Early in the 
morning of the 7th, the battle of Hubbardton was fought, which 
resulted in the defeat of Col. Warner and his command, who 
rapidly retreated to the southward. As an illustration of the 
difficulties experienced by our forefathers, and the excitement 
that prevailed at the baptism of our first constitution, I quote 
the following paragraph from Hall's " History of Eastern Ver- 
mont:" '* In the midst of their deliberations, news came that 
Ticonderoga had been evacuated, and that the frontiers of the 
State were exposed to the ravages of the enemy. Many wished 
to break up the Convention and return to their homes, in order 
to defend their families and firesides. But Providence had ordered 
otherwise. While fear seemed to paralyze effort, and doubt to 
render the little action which was exerted, ineffe6lual, a violent 
storm arose. So fierce was the conflict of the elements, that the 
members were compelled to remain. A new life seemed to in- 
spire the Convention. The Constitution was read, paragraph by 
paragraph, amid the roaring and flashing of batteries fiercer, 
louder and brighter than those with which the British were at 
that moment endeavoring to environ the Americans in their flight 
from Ticonderoga. Evening saw the work completed. The 
Constitution had been adopted, a council of safety had been ap- 
pointed to aft during the recess, and the Convention had ad- 
journed." They also ordered that an election under the new 
constitution should be held in December to elect new Represen- 
tatives to a General Assembly, to convene at Bennington in 
Januar>', 1778. 

Gen. Burgoyne was anxious to establish the headquarters of 
his army at Albany, and it was no doubt his intention to send a 
portion of his army over the mountain to ravage and plunder 
the country in and bordering the valley of the Connecticut. 
August 9th, 1777, he issued instructions to Lieut. Col. Baum, 
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that he might " try the affections of the country, disconcert the 
councils of the enemy, and obtain large supplies of cattle, horses 
and carriages." Direfting him first to take post at Manchester, 
and from that point to detach the Indians and light troops to the 
northward, towards Otter Creek ; he then orders him, " On their 
return, and also receiving intelligence that no enemy is in force 
upon the Conne6licut River, you will proceed by the road over 
the mountains to Rockingham, where you will take post. This 
will be the most difficult part of the expedition, and must be pro- 
ceeded upon with caution, as you will have the defile of the 
mountains behind you, which might make a retreat difficult. 
You must therefore endeavor to be well informed of the force of 
the enemy's militia in the neighboring country. Should you find 
it may be effefled, you are to remain there, while the Indians 
and light troops are detached up the river, and you are after- 
wards to descend the river to Brattleborough, and from that 
place by the quickest march, you are to return by the great road 
to Albany." Had this plan been put into execution and carried 
out, their route from Brattleboro to Albany would have taken 
them through Marlboro, passing through Wilmington near the 
Joel Graves place, then owned by Col. Williams, and from thence 
across the Deerfield River, and over the mountains through 
Readsboro to Bennington by what was then known and called 
the " great military road," said to have been first opened and 
traveled over by troops from Massachusetts as early as 1756 or 
1757, and during the old French and Indian War. I mention 
this fact to show that it was the settled purpose of Gen. Bur- 
goyne to send a hostile army into this County, and had his 
instru6lions been carried out, it would have passed on its pil- 
grimage of plunder, through this very town. The timely arrival 
and concentration of the New Hampshire troops under Gen. 
Stark, and others from Massachusetts and this State, at and near 
Bennington about that time, prevented, no doubt, the expedition 
under Col. Baum from being undertaken, and brought on the 
engagement at Bennington August i6th, which resulted in that 
most important and decisive victory of the Americans troops, 
and sent Col. Baum with his allied forces of British and Hessian 
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soldiers, Indian scouts and Tory crew, flying in an opposite 
direction. Col. Williams commanded a regiment at that battle, 
and with him fought many of the hardy yeomanry of this town ; 
it is recorded of him that he distinguished himself by great gal- 
lantry, and justly shared in the glory of the victory which 
crowned the efforts of that day. 

In the valuable collection of books, pamphlets, and papers 
recently presented to the Brattleboro Free Library by Hon. 
James H. Phelps of Townshend, may be seen an original manu- 
script letter or order of Col. Williams to Col. Benjamin Carpenter 
of Guilford, of which the following is an exact copy : 

"Bennington, Septem'r 9, 1777. 

Sir : — Our Case at present is So Circumstanced, that I must 
pray you to exert yourself Night & Day, in forwarding all the 
Militia from your Quarter. Spare none that is able to fire a Gun, 
or Ride a horse, we are determined to make one Important 
push, & therefore shall stand in need of all the assistance possi- 
ble to be afforded us from the neighboring Towns. The action 
will Commence before they possibly Can Come up. Notwith- 
standing, for fear of the worst. Send them forward. The Com- 
munication between Burgoyne & Ticonderoga will be Stopped 
Tomorrow. Be faithful in Notifying the Inhabitants of Hinsdale, 
against them there are many Complaints in Camp for their 
Backwardness. Tell them that no person who is a friend to his 
Country will Show himself backward at this Critical Crisis. Tell 
them to march to Stillwater, and join with me in Gen'l Stark's 
Brigade. They may bring with them what ammunition they 
have, and they Can draw as much more as they want here. 

By the Request of the Council, and Desire of General Stark. 

I am yours, W'm Williams, Col. 

To Colo. Carpenter, at Guilford. Marlborough, Halifax, 
Whiting and Wilmington are notified." 

The " Hinsdale " mentioned in the foregoing letter or order, is 
the present town of Vernon, and *' Whiting" was intended for 
that which is now Whitingham. At the time it was written the 
American army were waiting for re-enforcements and closely 
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watching the movements of Gen. Burgoyne who was carefully 
feeling his way towards Albany. 

Ten days thereafter was fought the battle of Stillwater, and 
October 7th, that of Bemis Heights, resulting in the surrender 
of Burgoyne*s entire army 06lober 1 7th. During the succeed- 
ing winter the Army of the Northern Department under Gen. 
Gates remained comparatively inaflive, and it is probable that 
Col. Williams returned to his home, and may have been accom- 
panied from Bennington to Wilmington by Gen. Stark on his 
way to hrs own home in New Hampshire, and perhaps by several 
other officers who had fought with him, as is fairly reasonable to 
believe from the action of the Council of Safety then in session 
at Bennington, which was as follows : 

" In Council of Safety, 12th Jan. 1778. 

This Council having taken into consideration the application 
of the Hon. General Stark, requesting ten effective men to be 
immediately employed in beating and treading the snow, in the 
road leading from this place through the pass of the green 
mountains, to Col. William Williams, in Draper, alias Wilming- 
ton, within this State, do hereby grant the said request, and 
order that Capt. Samuel Robinson, overseer of the tories, pro- 
^^ide such number, properly officered and equipt, with provisions 
and other requisite necessaries, for such service, who are to be 
in readiness to march immediately. 

By order of Council, 

Jonas Fay, V. President." 
** January 12, 1778. 
To Capt, Samuel Robinson^ overseer of Torus : 

You are hereby required to detach ten effeftive men under 
your command, with proper officers to take the charge, and 
march them, in two distinct files, from this place through the 
green mountains, to Col. William Williams* dwelling house in 
Draper, alias Wilmington, within this State ; who are to march 
and tread the snow in said road, a suitable width for a sleigh or 
sleighs, with a span of horses on each sleigh ; and order them 
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to return, marching in the same manner, to this place, with all 
convenient speed. 

By order of Council, 

Jonas Fay, V. President. 

*' N. B. You are to order three days provisions to each of 
such men, and the same to be cooked this day, and to march at 
6 o'clock tomorrow morning. 

Jonas Fay, V. President." 

That Gen. Stark visited Wilmington or passed through here 
on that occasion, is, of course, somewhat problematical. But I 
can conceive of no other cause for such unprecedented action on 
the part of the Council, than that of providing a suitable road 
for the transportation in " a sleigh or sleighs, with a span of 
horses on each sleigh," of some distinguished officer or officers, 
to whom they felt they owed a debt of gratitude for valuable 
services rendered. Why was Gen. Stark at Bennington at that 
time, and why his request of the Council as aforesaid, unless he 
was en route to some point easterly thereof, perhaps to his own 
home in New Hampshire, and desired to pass over this road via 
the residence of Col. Williams, where it is quite likely he tarried 
over night. 

Col. Williams was a very remarkable man, and for that reason 
I have written of him at considerable length. While it is un- 
doubtedly true that but very few of the present inhabitants of 
this town ever heard of him, yet he was, perhaps, the most 
notable person that ever resided here, especially at that period, 
and I have felt that his name and deeds ought to be perpetuated. 

I do not know when he ceased to be a resident of this town, 
but it is said of him that he changed his place of residence 
frequently, and at last settled in the Province of Lower Canada, 
where he died in 1823. It has also been written of him that, 
" as an officer he was brave, energetic, skillful and humane ; as 
a citizen enterprising, active and progressive; as a neighbor, 
kind, polite and attentive. The elegance and symmetry of his 
form were as perfect as his manners were agreeable." 

representatives. 

The following is a list of persons who have represented this 
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town in the General Assembly of the State since the notable 
convention of 1777 at Westminster, when the Representatives 
there assembled, solemnly declared that the New Hampshire 
Grants of right ought to be, and thereafter were to be considered 
a free and independent jurisdiftion or State ; and the subsequent 
conventions held at Windsor in June and July of the same year : 
Elijah Alvord in 1778; William Williams, 1779 and 1780; 
James Flagg and Jessie Cook, 1781 ; Josiah Locke, 1782 and 
1783 ; Chipman Swift, 1784 and 1785 ; Jesse Cook, 1786, 1787 
and 1788; Chipman Swift, 1789 to 1792 inclusive; Timothy 
Castle, 1793 and 1794; Chipman Swift, 1795; Timothy Castle, 
1 796, 1 797 and 1 798 ; Chipman Swift, 1 799 ; Jesse Swift, 1 800 ; 
Israel Lawton, 1801 and 1802; Timothy Castle, 1803; Jairus 
Hall, 1804 to 1 81 3 inclusive ; Jesse Swift, 1814 and 1815 ; Jairus 
Hall, 1 816 to 1826 inclusive; Ephraim Tyler, 1827; Lancey 
Forbes, 1828 and 1829; David Rugg, 1830 and 1831 ; no choice 
in 1832; Alansoh Parmalee, 1833 and 1834; Charles K. Field, 
1835 to 1838 inclusive; Azor Smith, 1839 and 1840; Henry 
Estabrooks, 1841 ; no choice in 1842; Frederick L. Stanley, 
1843; no choice in 1844, 1845,* 1846 ^^d 1847; Stephen P. 
Flagg, 1848 and 1849; no choice in 1850, 1851 and 1852; 
Oscar L. Shatter, 1853 ; Justus H. Dix, 1854 ; Francis M. Crosby, 
1855 and 1856; Ezra T. Butterfield, 1857; ^^ choice in 1858; 
B. L. Barnard, 1859 and i860 ; Stephen P. Flagg, 1861 and 1862 ; 
James M. Tyler, 1863 and 1864; Henry Whitney, 1865 and 
1866; E. L. Waterman, 1867 and 1868; Oscar E. Butterfield, 
1869, 1870, 1 87 1, 1872 and 1873; Stephen T. Davenport, 1874 
and 1875; Estus C. Sargent, 1876 and 1877; no choice in 1878 
and 1879; Charles D. Spencer, 1880 and 1881 ; Clinton C. 
Haynes, 1882 and 1883 ; Oscar E. Butterfield, 1884 and 1885 ; 
Hosea Mann, Jr., 1886, 1887, 1888 and 1889. 

STATE SENATORS. 

Ashley Stone, 1852 and 1853; Stephen P. Flagg, 1864 and 
1865; Oscar E. Butterfield, 1876 and 1877. 

MEMBERS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS. 

Timothy Castle, 1793 ; Silas Axtell, 1814 ; Jesse Swift, 1822 ; 
Lancey Forbes, 1828; Charles K. Field, 1836; Perley Bartlett, 
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1843; Eleazar Gorham, Jr., 1850; Stephen P. Flagg, 1857; 
Eleazar Gorham, Jr., 1870. 

ASSISTANT JUDGES OF COUNTY COURT. 

Jairus Hall, 1810, 181 1, 1812, 1813, 1814, 1820, 1821 and 
1822; Horace Alvord, 1852 and 1853; Ezra T. Butterfield, 
1 870 to 1 876. 

SHERIFF OF THE COUNTY. 

Eleazar Gorham, Jr., i860, 1861 and 1862 ; J. Henry Kidder, 
1885, 1886, 1887 and 1888. 

STATES ATTORNEY. 

Oscar E. Butterfield, 1875 and 1876; Hosea Mann, Jr., 1887 
and 1888. 

EARLY JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 

Jesse Cook appointed in 1785; Isaac Wheeler appointed in 
1790; Josiah Locke appointed in 1792. Among others of the 
earlier ones may be mentioned Capt. Chipman Swift, who held 
office 22 years ; Jairus Hall, 38 years ; Lancey Forbes, 22 years ; 
Timothy Castle, 19 years; Azor Smith, 17 years; Stephen P. 
Flagg, 35 years. 

TOWN CLERKS. 

Caleb Alvord, 1778 and 1779; Nathan Foster, 1780 to 1786 
inclusive; Matthew Long, 1787 to 1790 inclusive; Jairus Hall, 
1 79 1 to 1832 inclusive, making 43 years that he held the office ; 
Abner Allard, 1833, 1834 and 1835; Stephen P. Flagg, 1836 
to 1868 inclusive, making 33 years that he held the office; 
Milo R. Crosby, 1 869 to 1 877 inclusive ; Oscar E. Butterfield, 
1878 and 1879; Hosea Mann, Jr., 1880 to 1885 inclusive; 
Albert M. Johnson, 1886 to the present time. 

CONSTABLES. 

John Pierce and Caleb Alvord, 1778; Ephraim Titus and 
Timothy Phelps, 1779; Stephen Forbes, 1780; Matthew Long, 
1 78 1, 1787, 1788, 1789 and 1790; Joseph Nye, 1782; Calvin 
Bill, 1783; Nathan Foster, 1784 and 1786; Silas Axtell, 1785, 
1 81 3 and 1817 ; Jairus Hall, 1791 ; Ezra Doty, 1792 and 1793 ; 
Elijah Eaton, Jr., 1794 and 1795 ; Israel Lawton, 1796 and 1797 ; 
Edmund Livermore, 1798 and 1799; Jonathan Childs, 1800 and 
1801 ; Roger Birchard, 1802; Jonathan Moore, 1803 ^"d 1820; 
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Philo Castle, 1804, 1805, 1806 and 1807; Timothy Flagg, 1808 
Samuel Thompson, 1809; Zelotes Ray, 18 10, 181 1 and 181 2 
Chester Packard, 18 14, 181 5 and 18 16; Perley Bartlett, 181 8 
Elijah Allis, 1819; Rufus Green, 1821 ; Benjamin Parmalee, 
1822 and 1823; John Rice, 1824; Otis Alvord, 1825, 1826 and 
1827; Elial Crosby, 4828, 1829, 1843 and 1844; George Rob- 
inson, 1 830; Perley Bartlett, 1831 and 1832; John F. Field, 
1833; William Childs, 1834 and 1837; Oliver Harris, 1835; 
Adna B. Childs, 1836 and 1838; Jehiel Swift, 1839, 1840 and 
and 1841 ; Horace Hastings, 1842 and 1848; Zephaniah S. 
Moore, 1 845 and 1 846 ; Milo R. Crosby, 1 847 ; Eleazar Gorham, 
Jr., 1849 and 1850; Philo Castle, 1851 and 1852; David Bills, 
1853, 1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, 1859 and 1861; Riley 
Boyd, i860; John Patch, 1862 and 1863 ; Albert W. Ray, 1864 
and 1 865 ; Ezra T. Haynes, 1 866 ; Willard Witt, 1 867 ; Henry 
F. Barber, 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1874, 1887 and 1888; 
Francis E. Ray, 1873; George Rose, 1875; A. M. Johnson, 
1876; Ephraim Haskell, 1877 ; Elmer E. Wheeler, 1878, 1879, 
1880 and 1 881 ; Henry G. Riddell and Stillman Robinson, 1882 ; 
Hardy F. Barber and Mills Brown, 1883; Edward Bell and 
Nathan Greene, 1884; George E. Haynes and Oscar F. Howe, 
1885; Hardy F. Barber and George E. Haynes, 1886; D. G. 
Hubbard, 1 889 and 1 890. 

SELECTMEN. 

Capt. John Gibbs, Phineas Swift, Bezaleel Waste, Capt. Josiah 
Locke and Lieut. Eleazer Goodman, 1778; Col. William Will- 
iams, Capt. Josiah Locke and Capt. John Gibbs, 1 779 ; Col. 
William Williams, Capt. Josiah Locke, Capt. Judah Moore, Ben- 
jamin Peavey, Capt. Chipman Swift, 1780 ; Josiah Locke, Stephen 
Forbes, Jesse Cook and William Williams, 1781 ; Jesse Cook, 
Isaac Wheeler, Samuel Buell, Calvin Bill and Eli Waste, 1782 ; 
Josiah Locke, Jesse Cook and Chipman Swift, 1783, 1784 and 
1785; Jesse Cook, Timothy Castle and Chipman Swift, 1786; 
Josiah Locke, Calvin Bill and Watson Freeman, 1787; Jesse 
Cook, Timothy Castle and Josiah Locke, 1788 ; Timothy Castle, 
Jesse Swift and Josiah Flagg, 1789; Isaac Wheeler, Timothy 
Castle and Jesse Swift, 1 790 ; Isaac Wheeler, Matthew Long and 
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Israel Lawton, 1791 ; Isaac Wheeler, Israel Lawton and John 
Pierce, 1 792 ; Israel Lawton, Chipman Swift and Josiah Locke, 
1 793 ; Chipman Swift, Josiah Locke and Israel Lawton, 1 794 
and 1795; Timothy Castle, Jesse Swift and Judah Moore, Jr., 
1 796, 1 797, 1 798 and 1 799 ; Jesse Swift, Israel Lawton and John 
Flagg, 1 800 ; Israel Lawton, Jesse Swift and Samuel Thompson, 
1 801 ; Israel Lawton, Timothy Castle and Judah Moore, Jr., 
1802; Israel Lawton, Jesse Swift and Matthew Long, 1803; 
Israel Lawton, Jesse Swift and Luther Lathrup, 1804 and 1805 ; 
Timothy Castle, Joshua Hudson and John Flagg, 1806; Israel 
Lawton, Jesse Swift and Jonah Lincoln, 1807 and 1808 ; Israel 
Lawton, Jesse Swift and Luther Lathrup, 1809, 1810, 181 1 and 
1812 ; Jesse Swift, Aaron Bill and Abijah Haynes, 1813 ; Aaron 
Bill, Abijah Haynes and George Breckenridge, 18 14; Zelotes 
Ray, David/ Rugg and Elijah Allis, 181 5; Aaron Bill, George 
Beckenridge and Luther Lathrup, 18 16; Edmund Livermore, 
Chester Packard and Barnabus Hastings, 181 7; Chester Pack- 
ard, David Rugg and Zelotes Ray, 181 8 and 1819 ; Zelotes Ray, 
Barnabus Hastings and Silas Axtell, 1820; Chester Packard, 
Jonathan Flagg and David Rugg, 1821 ; Perley Bartlett, Asher 
Haynes and Daniel Buell, 1822; Perley Bartlett, Silas Axtell 
and Richard Waste, 1823; David Rugg, Asher Haynes and 
Jonathan Barnard, 1824; Stephen Presson, Alanson Parmalee 
and Silas Axtell, 1825 and 1826; David Rugg, George Becken- 
ridge and Horace Alvord, 1827 and 1828 ; Elam French, Asher 
Haynes and Israel Lawton, Jr., 1829, 1830 and 1831 ; Azor 
Smith, Horace Alvord and Hiram Bill, 1832 ; Asher Haynes, 
S. P. Flagg and Luther Chandler, 1833 and 1834; Otis Haynes, 
Rufus Smith and Heman Swift, 1835; Otis Haynes, Henry 
Estabrook and Elial Crosby, 1836; P^lial Crosby, Henry Esta- 
brook and Horace Alvord, 1837; Elial Crosby, Horace Alvord 
and Horace Mellen, 1838; Horace Alvord, Horace Mellen and 
John C. Wilson, 1839; Israel Lawton, Jr., Dennis Parmalee and 
E. F. Haskell, 1 840 ; Alanson Parmalee, Horace Hastings and 
Elial Crosby, 1841 ; E. B. Chandler, Arvine Boyd and Ezra 
Stetson, 1842; E. B. Chandler, Arvine Boyd and Hiram Has- 
kell, 1 843 ; Hiram Haskell, Henry Estabrook and Watson Free- 
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man, 1 844 ; Israel Lawton, John C. Wilson and Horace Alvord, 
1845 'y Israel Lawton, Horace Alvord and Justus H. Dix, 1846; 
Horace Alvord, J. H. Dix and Benzil Boyd, 1847; J- H. Dix, 
Benzil Boyd and Otis Haynes, 1 848 ; Benzil Boyd, Otis Haynes 
and Ansel Adams, 1849; J- H. Dix, Dennis Parmalee and War- 
ren Boyd, 1850; J. H. Dix, Warren Boyd and Oliver Preston, 
1851 ; Dennis Parmalee, Arvine Boyd and Stillman Alvord, 
1852; Israel Lawton, Oliver Preston and J. H. Dix, 1853 to 

1857 inclusive; Oliver Preston, J. H. Dix and B.L.Barnard, 

1858 to 1862 inclusive; John C. Wilson, H. L. Tanner and 
Daniel Cushman, 1863; H. L. Tanner, J. H. Dix and Ezra B. 
Chandler, 1 864, 1 865 and 1 866 ; H. L. Tanner, E. B. Chandler 
and H. H. Winchester, 1 867 and 1 868 ; Israel Haynes, Nathan 
W. Sargent and D. M. Warren, 1869; Israel Haynes, H. L. 
Tanner and E. B. Chandler, 1 870 ; Israel Haynes, PL. B. Chand- 
ler and E. B. Kingsbury, 1871 ; H. H. Winchester, John Patch 
and O. B. Lawton, 1872 to 1875 inclusive; Israel Haynes, 
Chauncey Smith and O. B. Lawton, 1 876 and 1 877 ; O. B. Law- 
ton, Chauncey Smith and Warren R. Boyd, 1878 ; O. B. Lawton, 
Chauncey Smith and H. H. Winchester, 1879, 1880 and 1881 ; 
O. B. Lawton, H. H. Winchester and PLdward C. Boyd, 1882 and 
1883; O. B. Lawton, Clinton C. Haynes and Edward Titus, 
1 884 ; Clinton C. Haynes, Edward Titus and Clark Chandler, 
1885 ; Edward Titus, J. Henry Kidder and Henry Adams, 1886 
and 1887 ; J. Manning Bassett, Elmer E. Wheeler and Oscar W. 
Boyd, 1888; J. Henry Kidder, Spencer Robinson and Charles 
M. Ware, 1 889 and 1 890. 

CONCLUSION. 

My Friends : 

When I accepted your invitation to deliver the address on this 
occasion, it was my purpose that, in addition to what I have 
written, it should also include a history of your schools, the 
organization and growth of your Agricultural Society, and 
especially the military history of the town in the War of the 
Revolution, the War of 181 2, and that of the great Rebellion of 
1861-1865, and in which several struggles the citizens of this 
town bore a willing and conspicuous part. I am conscious that 
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my address is incomplete without it, but neither time, nor my 
present condition of health and strength would permit the under- 
taking. This portion, therefore, of most important and interest- 
ing history must be written up by some other person — ^and you 
have many of them — fully competent for the task. I sincerely 
hope that it may be undertaken and completed before many of 
the incidents and facts, as well as names of aflors, connected 
therewith shall be lost in utter forgetfulness. 



Upon the conclusion of Col. Haskins's address which occupied 
about two and three fourths hours in its delivery, the First Regi- 
ment Band discoursed one of their popular seleflions in their 
inimitable manner. It was now nearly 2:30, p. m. and the 
announcement that refreshments would then be served was 
received with evident satisfaction. No one committee was charged 
with greater labor and more exacting effort than the Banquet 
Committee, but the bountiful and appetizing repast which was 
served under their direction and the orderly and methodical 
manner in which nearly three thousand people were cared for, 
fully attests that this committee comprehended the situation and 
carried out every detail to the perfect satisfaction of all. The 
wants of the inner man having been supplied, the president called 
the assemblage to order at 3 o'clock p. m. for the post-prandial 
exercises. 

After listening to a sele6lion by the Henschel Quartette which 
was received with hearty applause, Mr. Fitch introduced Mrs. 
Esther S. Forbes, Poet of the occasion, in the following happy 
words : 

On this important day in our history it is eminently proper 
that the virtue, the intelligence of Wilmington womanhood 
should be fitly represented. Such a representative has been found, 
and I hope I shall not mar the dignity of this occasion if I intro- 
duce the lady to you as " Aunt Esther Forbes,'* who will now 
read you an original poem of welcome. 
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MRS. FORBES'S POEM OF WELCOME. 

One dreary day in cold December 
Mr. Childs, whose name is Lyman, 
Sitting lonely in his office, 
Thinking of his scattered kindred 
In the East and to the westward, 
And the dearest ones in Heaven, 
Making all his life so lonely. 
And the days so sad and dreary. 
Thus to cheer himself he pondered 
What would make his life more sunny, 
Brighten up this pleasant village 
And give comfort to the people. 
So he planned this little party. 
Would invite the absent children 
From the city and the country. 
From the shops and from the prairies. 
To come home and help to gladden 
With their smiles and kindly faces 
All this green and lovely valley. 
Then he counseled with his brothers, 
Fred and Asaph, and with Rollin, 
Who are wide awake and ready. 
Full of fun, and life, and spirit, 
Liking well to make men happy. 
And to add a little sunshine 
In the midst of rain and shadow. 
Thus they set the ball a rolling. 
Which took nicely with the people 
And they voted in town meeting 
To invite the sons and daughters. 
Who had wandered from the home nest. 
Making homes of their adoption, 
To come back and by their presence 
Help to make a glad reunion 
At this time of jubilation. 
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And to give a joyous season, 
Which will ever be remembered 
By the dwellers in this region. 

So, dear friends, we*re glad to see you ! 
In our quiet, pretty village. 
Nestled in among the mountains. 
And will give you hearty welcome ! 
Welcome to our homes and firesides ! 
Welcome to our cake and coffee ! 
To our steaks and to our puddings, 
And to drink our pure cold water. 
May you all enjoy the greeting, 
And the music and the speaking ; 
And the old familiar faces. 
Take a trip to grand old Haystack, 
Catch some fish in Lake Raponda ; 
Thus the time may pass with pleasure 
And you'll not regret your coming. 
But will ever feel delighted 
With your visit and reception 
In the home of the Green Mountains. 

Here you once have lived and listened 

To the music of the bird song 

And the gentle breeze of evening ; 

Taken many a merry sleighride 

In the bright and cheery moonlight, 

In the long and changeful winter, 

Making days and weeks more joyous 

As you passed through rain and snowdrifts 

To the peaceful days of summer. 

You've studied in our halls of learning, 

Helped by many a faithful teacher. 

Who with patience ever labored. 

And with wise advice and counsel 

Helped you up the hill of science ; 
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Listened to the bells of Sabbath, 
Turned your thoughts to heavenly music, 
And to duty, love, and prayer; 
Worshiped with the genial pastor, 
Loved his kindly admonitions. 
Heeding many things he taught you 
Of the pleasure of right doing 
And the sad effefts of sinning. 

Many kindred you will miss here, 
And their room seems very vacant ; 
They have crossed the mystic river. 
They are waiting, still are waiting. 
With their lamps so bright and shining. 
For you in that blissful haven. 
Thinking of that happy union 
Where there is no grief or parting. 

May your lives be very happy, 

And the peace of Heaven be with you. 

Always trusting in the Father 

Till you go to join the Angels 

** In the Island of the Blessed, 

" In the Land of the Hereafter." 



Mr. Fitch then introduced C. M. Russell, Toast-Master. Upon 
assuming the direction of the exercises Mr. Russell spoke as 
follows : 
LMUes and Gentlemen : 

Our jubilee, this day so auspiciously begun, has a valid foun- 
dation. We stand here on the authentic foothold of realities — 
realities rooted in the truth of the past — living interests of 
today — ^permanent possessions for our race. Under us rests the 
basis of historical fa6l ; around us stand the tokens of present 
vitality. Many different elements, all animating and fruitful of 
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congratulation, enter into the high meaning of our assembly. 

This great and enthusiastic meeting is of loftier significance 
than an entertainment. It is a reverential celebration of forcible 
persons, beneficent aftions, and immortal ideas. It is a visible 
homage to a race of men and women who were here before us, 
noble-spirited, brave-hearted, righteous-minded. It is also a cordial 
and almost spontaneous expression of some of the best senti- 
ments of our common nature ; the confidence of neighbors, the 
love of kindred, the mutual sympathy of those who sprang from 
the same place, now turning to the spot of their nativity. It is 
a tribute to the soil and institutions of the State and so is an 
offering of patriotism. It honors enterprise, education, industry, 
self-sacrifice, in the persons of those who planted here in hope, 
wrought in energy, suffered patiently, builded wisely, died will- 
ingly. It gathers up the traditions and narrations of a territory 
abounding in early adventure and hands them over as an unpre- 
tending contribution to the domain of general knowledge, thus 
doing for the treasures of history hereafter what the rivulets that 
collefl the rain drops and original springs of the hill tops around 
us do for the broad current that rolls their blended waters to the 
ocean. It refreshes our feelings and it enriches the future. It 
wakens gratitude to our fathers, and provides a better heritage of 
sacred memories and intelligent interpretations for our children. 

Beyond these instruflive thoughts which crowd upon our 
minds there are many matters of historic interest connected with 
this town and this vicinity. They would make ample topics for 
an address more extended than would be in place at this time. 
This is not a place for one man's speech but for an exhibition of 
the feelings of each and all who meet here to indulge their 
memories with the past and to honor their forefathers. 

The Toast-Master then presented the following sentiments and 
fitting responses were given to each by the gentlemen named : 

THE SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE. 
Bold was the choice they made between submission and the 
sword. The experience of a century has proved the wisdom of 
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their aflion. May the remembrance of their glorious aft arouse 
the nations now in bondage to burst the chains of oppression 
and assert their right to the blessings of self-government. 
Response by Rev. L. P. Tucker of Wilmington. 
Mr, President, Ladies and Gentlemen : 

I am bidden to respond to the sentiment, '' The Signers of the 
Declaration of Independence." There were fifty-six of them. 
That event occurred precisely one hundred and fourteen years 
ago this identical Friday, and its observance has been signalized 
by one hundred and thirteen rainy Fourths of July. I cannot 
help but admire their sagacity. Verily, there is no principle 
known to the modern science of meteorology, there are no three- 
score living men, which could designate a day for a national 
event which would perpetuate itself in rain forevermore. 

It is well for us to pause and consider what they bequeathed 
us. First, they gave us a country, a whole country, and a free 
country. Next, they bequeathed us a national holiday — a day 
to be observed by the pealing of bells, the din of cannon, the 
glare of illuminations, the bewildering spray of fireworks, the 
measured tread of marching feet, and the dramatic parade of 
ancients and horribles. Let us not underestimate our privileges. 
When the sons of Noah went forth from the ark to find the green 
earth orphaned of its wealth of life — no carol of birds among 
the trees, no answering cry of wild beast in its wilderness lair — 
the Almighty set his bow in the heavens as a seal that never 
again should the earth be destroyed by water. When these men 
set their signatures to the immortal declaration it was a prophecy 
that not again should the will of monarch triumph over the will 
of the people. 

I know not which the most to admire, their sagacity or their 
heroism. We have been taught to admire and emulate the 
sublime courage of Regulus, the noble Roman captive, who, 
rather than sully his conscience, flung defiance to Carthage, at 
the peril of his life ; we have been thrilled with admiration for 
the weary band who moved in sad procession to Smithfield*s 
place of martyred dust. But I am more and more convinced 
that the heroism of this immortal fifty-six belongs to the type 
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of the Roman, and was not put to shame by Smithfield. Give 
your thought to the fafts in the case. The Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was a glove of defiance thrown at the feet of the 
mightiest naval power on the globe, a power '* whose morning 
drum-beat, following the sun in his course and keeping pace 
with the hours, circled the earth with one continuous and un- 
broken strain of the martial airs of England." For their defence 
from the hangman's halter they had little more than a half score 
of straggling colonies, without commerce, credit or recognition, 
and a mob of disorganized continental peasant soldiery. And 
yet they did not falter, but dared the fearful odds. 

They were British subjects. It was not against an- alien power 
that they raised an insurre6lion. Their defiance was of the 
mother country — the country whose flag was their defence by 
land and sea, whose arms had protected them from the incur- 
sions of the French and Indians. And had not the outcome 
vindicated their wisdom, instead of toasting them today as 
patriots, we would burn them in effigy as traitors. 

They not only projected a nation but gave it security at home, 
and honor abroad. When their fearless hands laid aside the pen 
of defiance they seized the sword, and the helm of State. Who 
were they ? Franklin, the philosopher, statesman, and diplomat ; 
Sherman, the sagacious and scrupulous lawyer ; Hancock, the 
discrete governor ; Jefferson and Adams, the future presidents. 
They furnished the first Chief Magistrate his cabinet, they sup- 
plied the infant nation its initial Foreign Ministry. Never did 
one nation at the same time possess so magnificent a galaxy of 
minds, so diverse, and withal so mutually helpful. It is not too 
much to presume that their equal will never illumine another 
age. Never was man more fortunate than Washington in the 
strength and integrity of his supporters. Indeed, much of the 
credit which is naturally bestowed on the Father of his Country, 
might not be misplaced were it rendered to these, his contempo- 
raries and advisers. 

The Signers of the Declaration of Independence, they gave 
birth to the infant Republic. They cradled it in the lap of their 
hopes and pride. They nourished it with their heroism and 
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sdf-sacrifice. With parental solicitude they bequeathed it a 
commerce, a charafler, a mission of holy valor. Today the 
foremost nation under the stars represents from sea to sea and 
from the Dominion to the Gulf, a stability, a chara6ler, a promise 
of perpetuity, impressed upon it by these heroes of a century 
since, in the secret council of Independence Hall. 

In introducing Judge J. M. Tyler of Brattleboro the Chair- 
man said : 

An independent and fearless judiciary is the strongest bul- 
wark against the oppressions and corruptions of power. In the 
purity and learning of the Supreme Court of Vermont we cheer- 
fully recognize jurists of elevated charafter, superior learning 
and wisdom, and unimpeachable integrity — virtues which justice 
in her highest exemplers should always possess and respeft. 
One of the Justices of the Supreme Court of the State of Ver- 
mont is the Hon. James M. Tyler of Brattleboro, a son of Wil- 
mington and his sentiment is expressed in these words : 

WILMINGTON, "HER CHILDREN ARISE UP 

AND CALL HER BLESSED." 

Response by Judge Tyler. 

I have not traveled a hundred miles today to make a speech 
here, but to testify, like a few thousand others, to my affe<5lion 
for my native town. The devotion of the children of Wilming- 
ton to their old town has always been a subje6l of remark. 
Wherever they go, and they may be found in all parts of the 
country helping to found new towns, cities, and industries, they 
always cast a longing, lingering glance behind. Doubtless this 
is partly due to the beauties of the scenery. Did anyone ever 
stand on the hill to the south which overlooks the village and 
not carry away a vivid mental picture of the view thence obtained. 
Were there ever more beautiful hills, more solemn forests, richer 
valleys than the ones around us, or more sparkling brooks than 
those that here go singing on their ceaseless course. 

Pleasanter homesteads are nowhere to be found than those 
that dot these hills and valleys. To these homes the children 
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ever fondly recur. Wilmington is so hemmed in by the moun- 
tains that the people necessarily become self-reliant and strong, 
and they are so thrown upon each other that a bond of attach- 
ment is formed that is never severed. Local strifes they may 
have, but these only indicate spirit. 

Wilmington ! we return to you today to greet your living and 
honor the memory of your dead. May your future prosperity 
be as constant as the flow of your rivers ; while old Haystack 
with its shining lake crowning its summit forever stands guard 
over the honor and integrity of your people ! 

FREEDOM AND UNITY. 

Fit motto for the free Union-loving people of Vermont. Should 
the genius of constiti^tional liberty ever be driven from the fair 
shores of America, her last footsteps will linger among the hills 
and valleys of the Green Mountain State. 

Response, Rev. E. W. Pierce. 
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen : 

The text for the very short sermon I shall preach this after- 
noon, as given by the Toast-Master, is the motto on the State 
seal of Vermont — " Freedom and Unity." 

There is a saying quite common, " He blows his own trumpet," 
and it seems as if the people of Vermont were given to that 
habit. From my associations with the people of the State for 
over ten years I have concluded they were justified in doing so. 
The Qrator of the Day has spoken of the difficulty undergone 
by Vermont in settling the boundary question. New York • 
claimed the territory extending as far east as the Connecticut 
River, whereas New Hampshire thought she was entitled to the 
land as far west as the Green Mountains. Massachusetts was 
ready to claim her portion of the disputed territory. On the 
17th of January, 1777, in session through her delegates at West- 
minster or '' No. I " as it was then called, drew up a declaration 
of independence in the language of that of the thirteen states, 
delivered July 4th, i jt6. 

Throughout the United States, from Maine to Texas, from 
Boston to San Francisco, her loyal sons and daughters on each 
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returning 17th of January, eat butternuts, maple sugar, pork 
and beans. Throughout her career Vermont, I believe, has ever 
been true to that spirit which produces true freedom and tends 
to the unity of her people. She has ever been foremost in those 
reforms that elevate mankind. What was her position regarding 
the slavery question ? Was it not unswerving fidelity to the 
principles underlying her motto ? While other States were tem- 
porizing or compromising the matter, Vermont was decided as to 
the injustice of the traffic in flesh and blood. 

Way back in the year 1777, in November, Capt. Ebenezer 
Allen on his way to take possession of Fort Ticonderoga, cap- 
tures the rear-guard of the flying British. Among the prisoners 
were Dinah Morris, a colored woman, a slave of a British officer, 
and her child. Capt. Allen, being conscious of the fact that it 
was not right in the sight of God to keep any person in the 
state of servitude, gives Dinah a certificate of freedom, which 
document was recorded in the Town Clerk's Office in Benning- 
ton. No less loyal was she to her country in the Revolution. 
The Green Mountain Boys pledged her five thousand hardy sol- 
diers to defend their country from the foreign foe. It is doubtful 
if at that time there were so many men able to bear arms. When 
the Civil War began, and the call was made for troops, Vermont 
again quickly responded with men and means. It is estimated 
that ten out of every hundred of her population were represented 
in the service, or out of 37,000 liable to military duty nearly 
34,000 stood credited on the roster. These soldiers too, kept 
up the past record. 

Gen. Scott, with feeling tremor in his voice, said in the opening 
days of the Rebellion, " Give me the Vermont Regiments ; give 
me all the Vermont soldiers ; I remember the Vermonters at 
Lundy*s Lane." During the fearful battle at Gettysburg, when 
the tide was going against our men, the soldiers of Vermont 
turned threatened defeat into glorious victory. The order came 
from headquarters on that fateful time, "Put the Vermonts 
ahead and keep the column well closed up." At an early date 
Vermont took a prominent stand in the cause of temperance, 
realizing man could not enjoy the true freedom and unity and 
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keep in power the curse of intemperance. Wherever her people 
have taken up their abode their influence has been felt in the 
drafting of laws. Michigan adopted a prohibitory law in 1850, 
but this aft was largely due to the activity of emigrants from 
Vermont. In 1868 an amendment to the Constitution of Ver- 
mont was introduced in her Legislature extending the ballot to 
woman, but it was voted down. In the cause of religion and 
education Vermont is no less prominent. While I do. not. main- 
tain she has been always loyal to the spirit of her State motto 
to the full extent of the letter, she has always maintained in a 
creditable manner and degree the principles that make her people 
God-fearing and man-loving. 

Mr. .Russell then said : 

When, on that eventful morning in April, 1861, the blazing 
cannon sent its shot and shell against Sumter's walls, spelling 
out upon the political sky in letters written in blood,' the words 
'* civil war " and so vivid that the whole world could behold — 
the loyal sons of Vermont breathing a spirit of patriotism as 
pure as the air of the grand old hills around them, rushed to the 
nation's capital to uphold the honor of the flag and to preserve 
intact the Republic. Among the 34,000 patriotic men who 
marched away from the Green Mountain State there were none 
who were braver or more loyal to country and the flag than 
those from our own town. Their i*ecord from Bull Run to 
Appomattox, where secession was forever buried, forms one of the 
most brilliant of the many grand chapters of local history. I 
propose this sentiment, 

THE SOLDIERS OF WILMINGTON. 
Response by Comrade A. P. Childs of Springfield, Mass. 
Mr. Chairman and Fellow Citizens : 

The hills and valleys of Wilmington salute the sons and 
daughters of an honored ancestry today, and all nature inspires 
our sincere acclaims of praise and thanksgiving ; while our 
hearts are aflamed with love and sympathy toward the hallowed 
memories of the past, with sentiments of undying remembrance 
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for the dead and the living, we would lift our thoughts and 
voices in reverent and profound recognition of the Author of Life 
and Destiny, through whose matchless beneficence alone are we 
assembled in unity of spirit and purpose, to exalt the fame of 
sire and town, of hero and sage, of a hamlet unexcelled in the 
charafler and nobility of its founders and descendants, unbounded 
in its hospitality. 

The soldiers of Wilmington were heroes ; the heroes of Wil- 
mington are a greater number. The faces and forms of the 
fallen seem to illume this mingled festal and sombre occasion, 
while voices long silent are attuned in melody with our own, in 
reviewing the deeds, the virtues, of the beloved dead and living. 
May these consecrated and sacred surroundings arouse our 
loftiest convictions and indelibly impress those lessons of duty 
and patriotism which- guided and sustained the pioneers who 
established our town, who preserved our common country. 

Ours the heritage saved through their sublime devotion ; ours 
the responsibility to guard, protect, defend, through constant and 
intelligent vigileice, through patriotic and unswerving loyalty to 
every public and private duty; through such devqtion alone 
shall be perpetuated the noblest legacy, the grandest trust ever 
bequeathed to man. This inheritance, born of danger, sacrifice, 
courage, and unselfish fidelity, is the very essence of nobility, 
virtue, wisdom and heroism. High upon the ultimate Roll of 
Honor shall be engraved the names of those whose lives and 
aims were unawed by the allurements of wealth or repose, who 
never proved unworthy to the sacred interests involved in the 
honor and glory of their town and country, nor unconscious 
of the grandeur of duty and destiny. 

Their ennobling example contained no alloy of self-seeking ; 
unselfish, patient, neighborly, fraternal, straightforward, unheed- 
ing the rewards of money, or political distinction, their fragrant 
lives, their untarnished patriotism commended by unfettered 
convictions of right, unsullied conscience, unyielding honesty of 
purpose, " unmoved by terror, unbribed by gain " they held aloft, 
in public or private station, the unstained sceptre of manhood 
and duty. 
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May we ever put the welfare of the State and Country above 
sordid or partisan solicitude, whereby we may imitate those 
whom we applaud today. Every manly defender of the Union 
should have recognition, but national or personal gratitude should 
not obscure nor obliterate the grave distinftion between honor- 
able and dishonorable service. 

I dare not risk allusion to the names most closely linked with 
the struggles of our native town, nor foremost in the arena of 
national conflict, lest faulty speech or memory omit mention of 
even one of the list of heroes and statesmen. A thoughtful 
survey of the glorious past unfolds no important achievement 
in the nation's progress and welfare wherein Vermont bore a 
meagre or unheroic part. The State, in peace or war, has been 
prodigal in noble lives, while our native town has contributed 
always its full quota of those mental and moral forces required 
to establish and maintain the majesty and integrity of the United 
States. The muster rolls of history record no worthier names 
than were enrolled by the loyal and faithful citizenship of old 
Wilmington in the struggle that " made ancfc preserved us a 
nation." In the eternal encampment none braver or truer repose 
than those, who in battle front from '6i to '65, fought for the 
Union. The soldiers of Wilmington, living or dead, honored 
their town, their state, their country. 

These men, with amazing heroism, with relentless courage, 
severed the sacred ties of home, kindred, friends, in response to 
their country's summons, and followed by the prayers and tears 
of loved ones, exchanged the abodes of peace and plenty for 
scenes of peril and danger on land and sea, " theirs not to make 
reply ; theirs not to reason why ; theirs but to do and die." 
Noble men, how we miss them today ! Enshrined in our hearts, 
their lofty devotion, undaunted courage, their fidelity to principle, 
deserves unending praise and recognition. 

Worthy sons of noble sires, your example and deeds inspire 
immortal commendation. Your fame is securely embalmed in 
the hearts of the people, in the unceasing love and affeftion of 
humanity, in the enduring archives of national reverence and 
gratitude. The vacant chair, the simple grave, the empty sleeve, 
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the faded blue, remind us of the great conflict, the victory ; the 
widow, the orphan, the helpless, should awaken a grander charity, 
a nobler consecration to liberty and humanity. How secure 
that nation whose heritage is the bounty of such men ! How 
worthy that cause which enlists such defenders ! 

Their noblest monument, an imitation of their virtues. Resolve • 
then, this day, to lift the shadows from sorrowing homes ; to 
upbuild the town they loved and saved ; to remember the defend- 
ers and the defenseless ; to succor the helpless and needy ; to 
rescue the fallen, to shield the poor and distressed. Thus shall 
you render due tribute and honor, and garland the dead through 
the shining deeds of the living, a memorial that will never, never 
crumble nor decay. This duty, faithfully discharged, will com- 
mand sure passport and countersign through the picket lines 
to the eternal bivouac, where only the highest rewards for 
unselfish and manly living are bestowed. 

God bless our native town, her founders and her defenders ; 
and may her future be worthy her sacrifices, her deservings. 

THE ORATOR OF THE DAY. 

May his aftive life find solace and vigor and may his age reap 
the fruits of serenity and peace amid the placid retirements of 
the hills of his native State. 

Response by Col. Kittredge Haskins. 
Mr. Toast-Master and Fellow Citizens : 

I know that you will agree with me that I have already done 
my full share of the talking on this occasion, and I now rise 
simply to acknowledge the compliment of the sentiment just 
read. I will, however, say that I was born in Vermont, have 
lived fifty-four years of my life here, and unless death overtakes 
me while temporarily absent from home, I shall die here. You 
will excuse another remark, and that is that I have been pained 
to know that the population of this town, like many other of the 
surrounding towns, has been constantly decreasing during the 
last few decades. This is not as it should be ; there ought to be 
a steady increase instead of a decrease in population. And I 
would say to the young men and women of Wilmington — its 
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boys and girls — ^that while you are without many of the attrac- 
tions and excitements incident to life in the larger towns and 
cities, yet here you are blessed in the possession of that which 
is better still — ^the best and happiest homes on earth. I have 
spoken to you today of the pioneers and early fathers of this 
goodly town. How they came here and founded homes for 
themselves and their posterity in one of the loveliest valleys the 
sun ever shone on, and upon hill and mountain-side, beautiful 
and majestic. They lived happily, prospered and died here, leav- 
ing you a rich inheritance. If you will but imitate their example, 
and be content to remain here, as I implore you to do, it will 
require but an earnest effort on your part to make this town 
bloom and blossom like the rose, and bear the richest fruits of 
material prosperity and happmess. 

THE LEGAL FRATERNITY. 

Wilmington has ever been noted for the produftion of lawyers. 
We recognize among us one of their profession and descent — a 
worthy representative of their abilities and virtues. 

Response by Hon. A. A. Butterfield of Whitingham. 
My Friends: 

You do not expect a speech from me at this time nor am I 
going to make one. It is too late in this sultry day to talk and 
be well received unless one has something mirthful to say, and 
you know I am one of the solemn kind, nothing amusing 
about me. 

What you want is to know that the wandering sons of Wil- 
mmgton have returned to show their allegiance to their native 
town and account for themselves. I say wandering sons, I can- 
not say lost. How can we be lost to Wilmington when there is 
mingled with our most sacred thoughts in the morning, and ouri 
happiest refleftions at evening, remembrances of our childhood 
days in her beautiful borders. As you know I was not reared 
in this lovely village, but in the language of another, " My father 
was a farmer, and his farm was bounded north, east, south, and 
west by a high stone wall " — and these hands assisted in laying 
some of that wall — " and these walls were expefted to- bound 
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my hopes, my expeftations and my ambitions for this world." 
They did not, however, keep me. I did not follow the advice of 
the late Horace Greeley and go West, but rather took the hint 
from Henry C. Boyd, who used to live at Luther Harrington's, 
about one fourth mile from Whitmgham line. I hope Henry is 
here today. In his childhood he is reported to have said, 
" When I am grown up I shan't live in this country," and when 
being inquired of where he should go, replied " to Whitingham." 

My friends here who have and who are to speak today have 
the advantage of me as my subjeft was not assigned until since 
dinner. They knew a long time ago what they were to speak 
upon and prepared for it. They have attended other reunions, 
celebrations and centennial occasions, and have gathered the best 
words and expressions for today, and I am glad of it. They 
delved in the mines of earth and bring today the rarest gems 
and lay them at your feet ; they have roamed among the flowers 
and plucked for you those only of the loveliest tint, fairest form 
and most delicate fragrace ; they have pored over the volumes of 
prose and poetry and copied the choicest sentiments and most 
lofty thoughts, all for you and for me today. 

What can I say of the legal fraternity after what is contained 
in the carefully prepared address of Col. Haskins to which you 
liave listened ? How can I add to that ? How can I add to the 
glory and fame your lawyers have attained? Many of them 
are here to respond for themselves. According to the usual lot 
of life three generations have passed away since Wilmington 
tegun its career and on an average in each generation you have 
sent out one lawyer to every one hundred inhabitants, men, 
women and children ; this, of course, includes those who studied 
liere, though not natives of the town, and nearly all of them 
were farmers' sons reared to habits of frugality, honesty, tem- 
perance and virtue. 

Wilmington will have no occasion to blush on account of her 
legal sons, but may the rather be proud of the record they have 
made. There are two lawyers of whom I wish to say a word, 
one the most honored, and the other by me the most loved. In 
my boyhood days, when I walked to church, coming down 
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through the mowing of Mrs. Boyd yonder, and past the law 
office of the late Oscar L. Shatter, such was my impression of 
the wickedness of lawyers that when passing that office I always 
turned my face away for fear of being contaminated therewith, 
and yet like many another when I arrived at mature years I 
found that Mr. Shatter, of all your lawyers, was the most noble, 
the greatest, the grandest, and strange to say I studied law in 
that once terribly dreaded office with the late lamented and highly 
respected Charles N. Davenport. The other lawyer of whom I 
wish to speak was raised over in School District No. i. Brother 
Boyd was raised in that distrift but he is here to speak for him- 
self — and the ladies. The brother alluded to is another and 
dearer one to me, and if Wilmington were to vote to erect a 
monument for me and make it of enduring granite, and raise it 
four hundred feet high, and present it to me to use as I saw fit, 
I would give it all for the kindly word of warm and whole- 
hearted friendship, love and admiration, which has today been 
so many times expressed by so many of you, and which dwells 
in your hearts for him, which to me seems a better monument 
than lettered marble or enduring granite. 

At this point the Chairman read the following letter and poem 
received from Mrs. Belle Butterfield of Haigler, Neb.: 

Haigler, Neb., June 27, 1890. 
C. M. Russell, Esq, : 

Dear Sir : — As the time approaches for the reunion we feel 
ourselves quite defrauded in not being able to be present. There 
can never be a home to us like Wilmington, since all that we 
know of the supreme joy and sorrow of life came to us there. 
As the birthplace of our children it is most sacred, and their 
affeftion and ours, must hallow it to us forever. Enclosed I 
send a few lines that poorly express our thought for her on her 
*' day of days." Thanking you for your kind interest and 
remembrance, Very Truly, 

Belle Butterfield. 
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The wind-swept plains, send greeting to the hills, 

The grand old hills ! that stretch like ramparts strong — 

Guarding the valleys fair, whose wonders wait 

The limner's pencil, and the poet's song. 

Thou standest Wilmington, a radiant queen ! 
Bidding thy loyal hosts once more to thee ; 
A mother, opening wide thy loving arms, 
To draw thy wandering children tenderly. 

With eager feet, they homeward thronging come, 
Leaving the stress of prosp'rous toil, and care, 
To find the glamour of their vanished youth. 
Filling the sunshine of their native air. 

They bring, oh mother-queen, their offerings, 
Pledging their love, and fealty unto thee. 
Who thro' the changing years, unchanged hast kept, 
Living or dead — thy children's memory. 

So though thou standest crowned with flowers. 
And clad with beauty, sure some touch of pain, 
Shall stir the roses on thy breast, when thou 
Rememb'rest those, who will not come again. 

We who, far off, know only thou art dear, 
Our homage take, while on thy heart we lay, 
One tender, tiny blossom of the love, 
The prairie sends thee, on thy festal day. 

Another member of the legal fraternity who has gone out 
from our town and who worthily represents us in the Granite 
State is our distinguished friend, E. M. Forbes, Esq. of Win- 
chester, N. H. He will respond to the suggestive sentiment. 
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BRIEFS. 
Response by E. M. Forbes. 
Mr. Toast-Master and Friends : 

I say friends for although we are many of us totally unac- 
quainted, yet we are friends, if not to each other, we are all 
friends to good old Wilmington. I cannot claim, like many here, 
to be a son of Wilmington, still I am a true Vermonter, having 
been born in the good town of Bennington and passed many of 
the happiest years of my life here. And although I have not 
exaftly followed the advice of Col. Haskins to remain in Vermont, 
I have not moved out of sight of grand old Haystack Mountain, 
as upon any fair day I can get a good view of it from my library 
or sitting-room ; and it is now, as when living here, my barometer. 

The subjeft upon which I am asked to speak, " Briefs," would 
seem to include brief-makers or lawyers. There is probably no 
town of the size of Wilmington in all New England that has 
turned out such a number of 'lawyers, and among them many 
who have attained eminence. You have heard their names to- 
day and know them, I need not repeat them. Among all these> 
Hon. Oscar Lovell Shafter occupied the highest place, and won 
for himself the greatest praise. At the time Mr. Shafter went 
to California Gen. James Wilson, formerly known as " Long Jim 
Wilson," in the campaign of 1840 — possibly some here may 
recollect his speaking with Daniel Webster on Stratton Moun- 
tain — yes, I see one man right before me who remembers it — 
was in California upon the United States Land Commission. 
And he has several times said to me that Mr. Shafter had done 
more to establish the laws of California upon a firm basis than 
any other man. This, coming from such a man as General 
Wilson, I consider the highest praise a man could well have 
bestowed upon him. 

I am proud to say that I studied in Mr. Shafter's office with 
many pleasant associates. And I am more proud to say that of 
all the lawyers who have gone forth from this town I know of 
no one who has disgraced his profession. 

I am reminded by my subje6l as well as by the remarks of 
pur Chairman that I should be brief, and as it is said that 
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"brevity is the soul of wit," and I have no hope or expe6lation 
of being witty in any other way than in being brief I will close, 
thanking you for your kind attention. 

Among the diversity of talents possessed by the people of 
Wilmington, past and present, musical taste and skill has ever 
taken high rank. Among the many possessing this genius, per- 
haps no one family has exceeded in culture and celebrity the 
Flagg family, a name which has been interwoven for many years 
in local history, in various honored relations. We are happy in 
the fact today that we have with us a worthy representative of 
that family and it is with a high degree of pleasure that I intro- 
duce to you Mr. Fred A. Flagg of New York City, who will 
respond to the sentiment, 

THE OLD CHURCH CHOIRS OF WILMINGTON. 
Mr. Chairman^ Ladies and Gentlemen : 

I felt considerably flattered when I received an invitation a 
few days since, from the Chairman of your Literary Committee, 
to respond to some appropriate sentiment on this joyous and 
significant occasion. I was rather taken with its euphony and 
the general import of the subje6l assigned me for response, ** The 
Old Church Choirs of Wilmington." 

But confli6ling emotions took possession of me after that I 
had accepted and when I realized how limited my time was in 
which to gather the proper material and data with which to do 
justice to so deserving a subje6l. I feared lest my subject as 
well as my hearers and my own reputation might suffer in conse- 
quence of my acceptance. 

I found myself in about the same fix that the old farmer was 
who was driving a pair of steers that were a trifle skittish, and, 
coming to a pair of bars, tied the rope about his body that they 
might not get away, but when he stooped to let down the bars, 
the steers became frightened and ran away, tearing through the 
pasture, over stumps and rocks, the old man's head being in the 
air one instant and his feet the next, like a mill log in a spring 
freshet, until finally the rope broke, leaving the old gentleman 
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apparently lifeless by the roadside. Kind neighbors ran to his 
assistance and one exclaimed, ** Why Uncle Zeke did you do 
such a reckless thing?" The old man, gasping, said, ** I saw 
my mistake before I had gone ten rods." And so I saw my mis- 
take within a very short time after I had consented to respond 
to the subjeft assigned me. 

I know of no good reason or excuse for assigning the subjefl 
of " The Old Church Choirs of Wilmington" to me other than 
because one whose name I have the honor to bear was identified 
with the music of the churches of Wilmington for upwards of 
forty years. I need not recall for you, nor tire you with a 
detailed account or a -specific review of the early history of the 
music that contributed and the musicians who performed this 
important part in the devotional exercises in the churches of 
Wilmington. 

From the earliest history of the church choirs of this village 
the services of the singers have been for the most part voluntary 
and gratuitous, and so the music at the churches of Wilmington 
has ever been free and on a par with salvation itself and we were 
led by the old hymn, "To rejoice and be glad because salvation 
is free." 

Thus the highest ideal in this divine art has been inaugurated 
and maintained here, the music being spontaneous and from the 
heart ; the degree of fervor in the song being determined, not 
by any pecuniary consideration on the part of the performer, 
nor measured by the vulgar standard of dollars on the part of 
the congregation. In most other and larger places a certain 
stated stipend has been necessary to insure regularity in attend- 
ance on the part of the choir and judging from some of the paid 
metropolitan choirs it has been my privilege (I can't say pleasure) 
to hear, I should judge they had received such salary in advance. 
The story is told of the minister who read the hymn, but the 
choir having had some petty grievance because of an unequal 
apportionment of salary, as they thought, failed to respond, 
whereupon the minister reopened the hymn book and read in a 
loud and clear voice, '* Let those refuse to sing who never knew 
their God." 
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The names of those whose eflforts were so zealously devoted 
to the performance of music in divine service in the earlier days 
and whose lives were as religiously dedicated to promoting har- 
mony outside the church as to producing it within, are borne by 
many who are here today and there is a celestial choir/ we trust, 
in which these same ones are now as earnestly chanting the 
gloria and hallelujah. 

It seems altogether fitting that we should turn our thoughts 
for a moment from the thousand refleftions that this occasion 
inspires to those loved and honored ones whose early efforts in 
the old church choirs of Wilmington not only brought them to 
us, but impressed the young and plastic mind with the stern but 
practical truths of the good book. Their voices have '' re-echoed 
through the corridors of time " and their melodies and anthems 
we recall today with a renewed appreciation of the truths and 
blessings of the beatitudes and a deeper sense of the application 
of the wise injundlions of the decalogue. 

" God sent his singers upon earth, 
** With songs of sadness and of mirth, 
"That they might touch the hearts of men 
" And bring them back to heaven again." 
How well we remember some of those grand old hymns and 
how majestic their sentiment ! 

Oh, Music sacred, great thy charm 
To natures soften, hearts to warm. 
A power sublime our choirs wield, 
For great the fruit their labors yield. 

In anthems, carols, hymns of praise 

To Heaven they do their voices raise ; 

The accord sweet our thoughts ensnare, 

And soothe our every earthly care. 
The mildest assertion or the simplest truth, embellished by 
the poet's genius and then conveyed in song through that most 
potent vehicle, the human voice, carries to the listening ear stern 
conviftion, often beyond the possibilities of a much more impos- 
ing truth otherwise expressed and uttered. 
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Now as our memories revert with grateful appreciation to the 
benign influences which the early church music has had upon 
our lives in the past, I could have no loftier hope than for a per- 
petuation of such influences and that our lives may be fashioned 
after the sentiments and in accordance with the injunctions and 
doctrines so devotedly sung to us by those old singers of Wil- 
mington, whose voices have long since been hushed in the 
" sleep that knows no waking," and the memory of whose labors 
in '* The Old Church Choirs of Wilmington " we cherish with 
tender gratitude. 

The Chairman then read the following poem by Mrs. T. B. 
Deming of Wilmington : 

Welcome dear friends, and thanks for your returning 

After waiting so many weary years. 
Our hearts were often towards thee turning, yearning. 

And now we welcome you with joy and tears. 

Tears that weVe dwelt apart till touched by Time's grim hand. 
Joy that we meet again in our own free glorious land. 

Welcome, oh ! welcome ; sure you know that we are glad. 
Although the changes wrought in us have made our visage sad. 
We have the golden memory still that binds our hearts to you. 
To the days when dear old Wilmington was all the world we 
knew. 

Welcome dear friends, oh ! welcome more and more, 
As we recall your kindness, shared in the days of yore. 
WeVe often met here on the Fourth and drank cold water pure, 
Twas the happiest day for old and young of all the golden year. 

Tis fitting that we celebrate the Fourth with extra glee, 
Since our soldiers severed slavery's chain and set the captive 

free; 
We rejoice with joy unspeakable to see so many here. 
But true to nature's earthly joys 'tis not unmixed with tears. 
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Joy that our dear ones have all the victory won, 
Tears that so many sleep beneath a southern sun. 

Fifteen thousand on a lovely terraced hillside sleep, 
The Rappahannock at its base flows peacefully and deep ; 
And in a leafy woodland hard by Potomac's shore, 
All cold and still and silent sleep fifteen thousand more. 

When we celebrate with soldiers we'll not ignore those graves ; 
Each coming year we'll shed a tear for our fallen soldiers brave. 

VERMONT AND MASSACHUSETTS. 

Vermont, the first born of the original thirteen, sends greeting 
to Massachusetts, one of the oldest States of the Union. In 
peace and war our people have ever stood stoutly together for 
the maintenance of good government, liberty, and union. God 
save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Response by Hon. Clark Jillson, Ex-Mayor of Worcester, 

Mass. 

'* He who forgets the fountain from which he drank and the 
tree under whose shade he gambolled in the days of his youth, 
is a stranger to the sweetest impressions of the human heart." 
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen : 

Not unmindful of the fact that I am standing where I have no 
right to be except by invitation, I most sincerely thank you and 
your associates for the honor conferred by permitting me to 
share the pleasures of this friendly greeting. 

Although a representative of Massachusetts in this notable 
gathering of distinguished natives of Wilmington, I cannot help 
being proud of the fact that Windham County was my home as 
well as yours. I was familiar with many who became honored 
citizens of Wilmington. 

Rev. Hosea F. Ballou was my pastor in early manhood, an 
honest, conscientious man, in whom Wilmington confided. 

Rev. Jeremiah Gifford was my playmate in youth. I have 
not followed out his personal history while a resident of Wil- 
mington, but I know that he was an honest boy. 
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Norris L. Stetson was my classmate in Whitingham Academy 
and our friendly relations were never disturbed. 

But what shall I say of Wilmington itself? This town, by 
the name of Draper, began its corporate existence among the 
enterprising towns of New England, one hundred and thirty-nine 
years ago. It was a New Hampshire Grant, located in a beauti- 
ful valley into which descended the sunlight of a summer 
morning, and over which fell, at twilight, the shadow of Hay- 
stack Mountain. 

This delightful spot attracted hither the pioneers of civilization, 
before whom the gloom of an uncultivated domain passed away, 
and the wilderness was transformed into a realm of beauty, by 
the sturdy hands of industrious yeomen. 

In the progress of evolution, the rude log hut developed into 
the artistic mansion, the forests receded, the green fields blossomed 
with the emblems of industry, the people were happy. They 
established homes and erefted churches, promoted education, 
cultivated the soil, multiplied and replenished the earth, until 
Wilmington has a representative in every clime on the globe, on 
every isle of the sea. 

These wanderers have been summoned to meet on this glorious 
anniversary day around the altar of their fathers; and their 
prompt and willing response shows that they have not forgotten 
'' the fountain from whence they drank, nor the tree under 
whose shade they gambolled in the days of their youth." 

Every nerve is thrilled with joyful emotion while they once 
more clasp the hands of surviving friends. They visit the old 
church, scan the pews and the galleries for familiar faces, and 
watch the incoming and outgoing to and from that sacred tem- 
ple, but strangers crowd its aisles, and those who were once 
familiar, meet face to face without recognition. 

Even the red schoolhouse, typical of Vermont intelligence 
and independence, reveals no familiar forms ; and all that now 
remain are a few faded names on the cold marble standing guard 
over the hallowed dust where their schoolmates and companions 
slumber together in eternal repose. 

But these remembrances and this return of the sons and 
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daughters of Wilmington to the home of their childhood, to join 
in this grand reunion and in the exercises of the hour, belong 
only to us. Posterity will develop its enterprises on broader 
fields. 

It is plainly our duty to make history a herald of the fa6l 
that Wilmington has never faltered in her loyalty to the inalien- 
able rights of man, to the freedom securied by American liberty, 
to the Stars and Stripes, each representing a Commonwealth, 
upheld and defended by her valiant sons amid the carnage of 
fraternal strife, thereby impressing upon the minds of future 
generations a willing unforgetfulness of this gem among the 
mountains. 

TO THE MEMORY OF OUR SOLDIER DEAD. 
Among the hundred and more soldiers who enlisted from 
"Wilmington during the late war, many came not back again ; 
some are peacefully resting in our cemeteries ; others are sleep- 
ing under southern skies with none to watch their nameless 
graves but the sentinel stars. Soldiers of the Union, your hearts 
xvere loyal and true ; and as we pay tribute to your memory, 
'We gather inspiration from your lives and deaths to prove true 
to our calling, our manhood, our country, and our God. 
Response by Comrade A. H. Watson of New York City. 
Jkfr. Chairman, Comrades, Friends, all of old Wilmington : 

It was with much reluctance that I consented late yesterday 
to respond to the sentiment, '' To the Memory of Our Soldier 
Dead," appreciating fully my inability to properly reply to such 
a subje6l. I beg your kind indulgence also that you remem- 
ber that it is neither statesman, orator, nor scholar who makes the 
effort, but simply one of Wilmington's .sons toiling in the 
humble walks of life in a distant city. It would seem quite 
fitting and proper that we who have assembled together today in 
health and full vigor of our manhood, breathing the pure air and 
amid the genial surroundings of these grand old hills of Vermont, 
for social intercourse and kindly greeting, should also have in 
thousfhtful and sacred remembrance those of our former associates 
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who so promptly and fearlessly responded to the defense of our 
country, in the dark hour of danger, and sacrificed their lives in 
the late Civil War. It is to them in part, that today as we cele- 
brate the anniversary of our country's birth, we are enabled to 
see the grand and beautiful old flag proudly floating from every 
hill top and valley, from north to south, east to west, no sectional 
hatred trailing it in the dust. 

No attempt or desire throughout this broad land to unfurl 
other than the national emblem. We are not here to discuss 
the issues of that terrible conflict, or to question the dispensation 
of Providence. The ravages of war are historic and belong to 
the past ; fierce feuds are forgotten ; vengence and passion which 
for nearly thirty years warped the judgment of many of our 
best statesmen are eliminated. Over the graves ol our dead 
soldiers the cypress and willow are forever entwined, and in them 
only lay the remains of those dear and sacred to our memory, 
but all sectional differences, and former hatreds are buried 
therein. 

The North and South have risen from that terrible struggle 
and strife, wherein the very pride of pur home and our country 
laid their lives down as a sacrifice, and embraced in the brother- 
hood of a common people and a reunited country. 

Twenty-seven years ago today the sun dawned at Gettysburg 
upon the direst scene of carnage and strife the world has ever 
known. Some forty thousand men lay dead or dying in and 
about those fields ; two of our dearest and most beloved com- 
rades, Lieut. Cyren B. Lawton and Dana P. Chandler, were 
among that number ; their sacrifice was complete, their young 
lives so full of promise, so dear to them and to the loved ones 
at home were surrendered. Also during the "war fifteen others 
who volunteered from Wilmington were either killed in battle, 
or taken from the hospital to their final resting place, under the 
beat of muffled drum and distant minute-gun, viz.: 

Albert Allen, Edward R. Allard, Charles E. Boyd, David J. 
Dibble, Lysander A. Dennison, James R. Dickinson, John H. 
Farnum, Lewis H. Lamb, Cyron O. Rice, George A Rice, H. 
D. Searles. John O. Strickland, Andrew J. Vose, Jonas F. Ware, 
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William H. Wilson ; seventeen in all, a long list, a heavy tribute 
for our little town. New people, new life will soon occupy our 
places ; let us teach our children and the coming generation to 
reverence the memory of these men who so nobly fought and 
died that there might be no severance of these United States of 
America. 

Stately marble and bronze should not only mark the graves 
of those who so nobly laid down their lives, but their history 
and noble sacrifice should pass down to posterity. Sleep peace- 
fully on brave noble men, peace be to your ashes whether resting 
under the shadow of the carved monument, or in an unmarked 
grave of the sunny South. All honor, homage and glory belong 
to and rest with you evermore. 

LIFE AT THE SEASIDE AND LIFE AMONG THE 

MOUNTAINS. 
Response by Rev. J. M. Lord of Weymouth, Mass. 
Up from the sounding sea. 

Up from the lowlands, 
Up past the mountain crest. 

Up to these highlands ; 
Farewell to city streets, 

And their commotion ! 
Farewell to marshy streams, 

Farewell, old ocean ! 

Hail to the forests green ! 

Hail to the mountains ! 
Hail to the waters bright ! 

Hail, silver fountains ! 
Hail, rocky ribs of earth. 

Here ever standing ! 
Hail, highest, fairest hills. 

Wide views commanding ! 

How sweet are these to souls 

Some change desiring ! 
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My heart leaps up to see 

These scenes inspiring ; 

Ye highlands, welcome me 1 
I come in duty ; 

Your air is wafted balm, 

Your form is beauty. 

Lo ! gates are open wide, 

And stand inviting ; 
Attendants are in crowds, 

With smiles delighting ; 
Long absent ones come back, 

Old friends are meeting ; 
Each clasps the other's hand, 

Warm hearts are greeting. 

But voices out the past 

On us are calling ; 
Their tones upon our ears 

Are gently falling ; 
I see them now in their 

Accustomed places, 
I gaze upon their well 

Remembered faces. 

Their eyes send out again 

Their beaming glances. 
And loving hearts reveal 

Their sober fancies. 
What hallowed memories 

They left behind them I 
Their former homes are here — 

Like shrines we find them. 

We come to breathe the air 

Of verdant mountains ; 
We drink the water fresh 
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From crystal fountains ; 
We climb these ancient hills, 

And gaze in vision ; 
We joy in earth and sky — 

Think thoughts elysian. 

Among these hills glad health 

Springs fresh forever ; 
Here heart and life grow strong 

For fresh endeavor ; 
God bless the dwellers here 

With bliss supernal ! 
For this let every heart 

Give praise eternal. 

So much for being a boy, Mr. Chairman ; but as the boy gives 
place to the man, as a man let me add this : I cannot say as 
some others here on this platform, " I stand on my native heath ;" 
yet as I lived some years in this old town, as my mother spent 
her childhood and youth here, and my grandmother lived and 
died and was buried here, I feel very much at home here at this 
time.* Thirty years is a long period, and causes great changes 
in communities and families ; those who were then the fathers 
and mothers, with few exceptions, have all passed'away, and the 
young people then have grown old or also passed on before us, 
while their children have grown a generation of strangers to me. 
The time was when I used to go over all the hills in town, and 
the faces of nearly every man and woman — to say nothing of 
the children — were familiar to me ; but today, among all these 
in this large gathering, I behold scarcely one familiar face ; still 
I am glad to look in your faces and call you all my friends. 

Of the sentiment to which I was to respond, Mr. Chairman, I 
would say, life in the city, particularly in the winter, has many 
advantages and attractions, to say nothing of business or trade ; 
there are the advantages of social culture, of literary and art 
culture, and of religious privileges ; but these same dwellers in 
the city, when the hot weather comes, have to flee to the moun- 
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tains or the seashore ; they could not stay in the city and live ; 
they must have the mountain air or the sea breezes ; and many 
of those living at the seaside for the sake of its milder climate 
in winter, when summer comes, only find the tonic they need for 
weakness or debility among the mountains. There are those of 
us on this platform today who have come up from the seashore, 
and who when summer comes — and I sympathize with them — 
feel like birds of passage ; we long for the resin of your spruces, 
the balsam of your firs, the air rippling thro' your maples, and 
the breezes that kiss these mountain tops ; tho' your climate 
here in winter is a little severe for me, yet when summer comes, 
give me a home among these mountains ; whenever I can, I 
always go to them ; and even now these perfeft July days, for 
me to look on these hillsides in their uncommon greenness, and 
the forests on these hill tops, is like a glimpse of paradise. 

Only one word more, Mr. Chairman. Once upon a time, a 
hundred years ago, a great alarm was felt in this old town, a 
great outcry was made, everybody said they were ruined, and so 
they began to sell, their farms and leave the town ; why ? their 
pastures were overrun by buttercups — yellow daisies they called 
them — and they said they were good for nothing and never 
would be anymore ; but I have known them for forty years to 
flow with milk, and the cattle they fed to be like **the kme of 
Bashan " of old ; in sweetness and richness these pastures have 
but one equal competitor in the State of Vermont, and that is a 
part of Caledonia County. May these pastures continue in their 
sweetness, and the cattle they feed grow fat for a hundred years 
to come. 

The Chairman read the following letter from Hon. O. E. But- 
terfield of Haigler, Neb.: 

Haigler, Neb., June 17, 1890. 
Messrs. A. L. Childs, Eleazar Gorham, D. G. Hubbard, Committee, 
Wilmington, Vt.: 
Gentlemen : — Your communication, inviting us to attend the 
reunion to be held at Wilmington in July, is at hand. 

I regret more than I can tell that we cannot be present upon 
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the occasion named. I can only send you my benedi6lion. If 
we cannot be personally with you, we shall, through the shades 
of eighteen hundred miles, catch visions of your mountains in 
their grandeur, and of the beauty of your green hills. And, as 
we listen, we shall hear the murmur of your waterfalls and the 
music of your many voices. People will, doubtless, return then 
who left Vermont before I was born. Many will be there whose 
life and labors have been contemporary with my own. Some 
will be present who first saw the light since I left my native 
State. May the full round measure of felicity be vouchsafed to 
them all. 

I can never forget the happy associations, the sacred memories 
that center in the lovely valley of the Deerfield. In my day 
dreams it is ever near. To me, dear old Wilmington will be " the 
one green spot " until the veil of forgetfulness shall sweep across 
the mortal vision. 

With kind regards to all, I am, 

Most Respeftfully, 

O. E. BUTTERFIELD. 

There are few professions or occupations that are not repre- 
sented by those who have gone out from our town. We have 
with us a representative of the commercial travellers and he will 
now address you. Sentiment, 

TRAVELLING MEN IN BUSINESS LIFE. 
Response by Byron A. Stone of Mohawk, N. Y. 
Mr, Chairman and Friends : 

The minister who watches over the church to which I belong 
once said to me, ** It is always embarrassing for a man to be 
placed in any new or strange position." The words then had 
but little meaning, but standing today in the presence of so many 
old and new friends, looking into faces that I have not seen for a 
quarter of a century, I find the remark indeed true and brought 
home to me freighted with double force. Your chairman has 
assigned to me a reply to the toast, ** Travelling Men in Business 
Life," and while knowing a good deal about travelling men and 
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something about business life, my ability to tell of either is 
circumscribed, or (as I wrote your committee) I could tell all 
I knew in a very little while. 

Doubtless few here present fully realize the extent to which 
all kinds of commercial business is augmented today by the 
efforts of this class of men, or the important part travelling men 
assume in business life. At present they fill the gap between 
seller and buyer, and while their growth has been not only rapid, 
but staple, they form now, largely, the pivot upon which turn 
many of the largest houses throughout the world. Just prior to 
the year 1850, in an office on Maiden Lane, New York, might 
have been seen a man of Hebrew cast, packing watches and 
jewelry into a sample trunk and quietly taking his way to the 
small towns above the city, offering the same for sale. From 
this humble beginning sprang what are now known as travelling 
men. Forty years later, we find 300,000 men leaving home and 
dear ones, going forth to join in the great struggle for commer- 
cial gain. This is a marvelous growth and one which has 
revolutionized previous methods of doing business. 

Formerly the far-off merchant made repeated visits to the 
large centers for supplies, while now, go men to his door heavily 
laden with produ6ls from the mill and storehouse, ever seeking 
new outlets for their wares. While New York City alone adds 
over fifty thousand to this band of commercial men, and other 
cities add their proportion, the business is by no means confined 
to the large distributing points, for even the factories and mills 
from the hillsides and valleys of Vermont, the workshops of 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, and nearly all 
the small places throughout our vast country contribute to the 
force, who go forth like " an army with banners," to visit every 
town and hamlet from ocean to ocean, and from the Gulf on the 
south as far north as language is spoken. My entry into this 
calling dates from 1869 — twenty-one years — and it is exceed- 
ingly gratifying to observe the higher value now placed upon 
elevated thought, moral and temperate habits. A far-sighted 
employer being quick to recognize and duly reward true merit, 
helps greatly to improve the standard of those holding positions. 
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boys from each State this year will scarcely supply our demands. 

Travelling men encounter much to amuse as well as to instru6l. 
How well I recall a pleasant conversation with my venerable and 
dearly loved grandfather, upon a visit home, after a year's 
travel, knowing then, probably, more than at any later period of 
life. He was asking me where I had been, and my reply coming, 
" Clear through West to Buffalo," he slightly winded me, saying, 
" Then you must go with a team ?*' As I answered, " Oh ! no, 
I never use a team," judge of my littleness as he followed his 
remark by adding, " Oh ! then you go afoot ?" While I have 
never yet footed it, good many have and with success, and 
whether on foot, horseback, steamboat or rail, the travelling man 
gets there ! Then coming down two generations to one who is 
here today — the elder of my two brothers — hearing me tell, 
twenty years ago, of making repeated trips with a friend selling 
clocks, from Connefticut, asked very earnestly, how he could 
sell clocks on the road ? When I explained that his orders 
were taken by showing photographs, his surprise gave vent to 
the remark that he supposed he put the clocks in a big wagon, 
with sideboards on, carrying them around from place to place. 
I have mentioned these points simply to show the crude ideas 
people once had of representing a factory full of goods with a 
handful of samples. 

But let me ask in what single branch of commercial business 
would you find 300,000 men engaged, who hold business honor 
and upright dealing at a higher premium ? I know of none. 
In closing I beg to say to the young men before me here, success 
in life means a good deal, and yet it is within reach. Go out 
into the world, my boy, with fixed determinations and stamp 
upon your banner these words, " Honesty, integrity, persever- 
ance, purity, temperate habits," and with a clear conception of 
what constitutes a moral and true life, you are sure to return in 
later years to gladden the hearts of those who have followed 
you with their prayers and watched you from the home circle. 
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THE OLD SCHOOLMASTERS OF WILMINGTON. 
Response by E. M. Bruce of Philadelphia. 

When I first heard of the reunion I not only made up my 
mind that I would be there myself and my family, but that I 
would do all that lay in my power to persuade others to come. 
So I constituted myself a committee of one on correspondence, 
and kept it up, writing to* every one I could think of, whom I 
considered somewhat doubtful whether they would attend or 
not, and also made one journey to Ohio and another to Wash- 
ington, D. C, on the same errand. 

And now I am glad to be here, to look into your faces, to 
give you friendly greeting, to thank you for the cordial invita- 
tion to come back home once more, and for the generous, over- 
flowing provision made to receive all who come. I can assure 
you all that I am already far more than repaid for coming. We 
are more than ever convinced that when old Wilmington under- 
takes to do a thing she won't turn her back to any town of her 
population in the country. 

When I received the invitation to respond to ** The Old 
Schoolmasters " I accepted it without a moment's hesitation. I 
had two reasons for doing so. The first was, it was the first 
invitation of the kind I ever had ; and the second was, I wa3 
afraid if I didn't accept of this I never would get another. Per- 
haps friend Russell blundered when he selected me for that 
purpose, but if he did he didn't blunder when he conceived and 
carried to such a grandly successful issue, the idea of showing 
the pictures of over one hundred of the old residents, with the 
stereopticon, on canvas across the street. 

The influence of the schoolmaster, including of course the 
schoolmarm, on the rising generation is almost omnipotent. My 
venerable friend, Abel Smith, sitting here on the platform, was. 
my first teacher. One bitter cold winter day as we all started 
out from the shoe shop of his brother-in-law, Curtis Bartlett, by 
the red bridge, I saw there was danger of my " getting left " as 
the rest could walk faster than I could run. So when the wind 
blew his cloak back into my face, I seized hold of it and finding 
that he didn't mind it I held on over the up-hill places, reaching 
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school as soon as the rest. That little aft of kindness was 
stamped indelibly upon my memory, and I have never heard his 
name mentioned since then without awakening feeling of intense 
interest, admiration and friendship. Not one among all this 
multitude of old residents do I greet more cordially, or remember , 
more gratefully. 

These little afts, these little things,»go to make up the sum of 
our lives. I am a firm, and perhaps I may say a radical, believer 
in the truth of that saying in the book of all books, " Train up 
a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not 
depart from it." I cannot claim much as a schoolmaster in the 
way of training the youth of forty-nine or fifty years ago, for the 
noble deeds which have since made Vermont famous, as I taught 
but two terms of three months each ; but a little incident 
occurred after my second term which has influenced my whole 
life since. While riding through the distrift and not far from 
the schoolhouse I noticed two little boys playing in the ditch by 
the roadside. I was preparing to say, " Good morning, boys," 
when one of them seeing who I was, bent down and picked up 
a piece of sod, throwing it at me with all his might, remarking 
at the same time, " There is the man that pinched my ears." 
That little boy no doubt felt that he had been wronged, punished 
unjustly, his ears pinched when perhaps the other boy was in 
fault. O what would I not have given if I could have removed 
that impression. Perhaps, today, that boy is a bitter anarchist, 
the twig having been bent that way unconsciously by myself 
Those few minutes had worked an entire revolution in my ideas 
of government ; thenceforward I was determined to govern my- 
self, and instead of putting *' order is heaven's first law " foremost 
of all others, I took " love is the fulfilling of the law " as my 
watchword, and never afterwards had any trouble in having my 
scholars feel towards me as I do towards Abel Smith. 

If I were to take the contraft to bring the people of this town 
to the highest state of intelligence, honesty, sobriety and patriot- 
ism possible, I would stipulate only that I might seleft their 
schoolmasters. In making the examination I would not ask 
first how well he could read, write and cipher, but I would visit 
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the locality where he was brought up and inquire carefully into 
his habits and record. I would find out first of all whether he 
loved and obeyed his mother. " No one is fit to command who 
has not learned to obey." Then I would inquire if he was kind 
to his brothers and sisters and loved children generally. I am 
sure that Robert Bonner would not selefl a trainer for Sunol that 
did not love horses ; neither would I selefl a trainer for the little 
ones who did not love children. I would also ascertain if his 
conversation was pure. I would not want one who for the sake 
of telling a good story and raising a laugh would allow his 
remarks to be tinctured with impurity. Gen. Grant was at one 
time in camp surrounded by his staff and visiting generals, who 
were having a good time telling stories and singing songs. When 
it come the turn of one of them he glanced around the company 
and remarked, " I believe there are no ladies here ?" " No sir," 
instantly replied Gen. Grant, ** but there are gentlemen here." 
The rebuke was a severe one but the story was omitted. Have 
the children thoroughly trained to use no language anywhere 
that they would not be willing their mother and sister should 
hear. 

After I had found a man that would answer the above require- 
ments and had a reasonable education and was ** apt to teach," 
I would hire him by the year, paying him a salary that would 
place him above want, giving him to understand that when he 
was too old to teach he would be retired on a pension for life. 
One of the duties of this ideal schoolmaster would be to visit 
the scholars at their homes and consult with their parents on the 
varied wants and needs of each one of the children, and then all 
could work in harmony. The results of such a training could 
be nothing else than good. We have time to glance at only one 
of them, that of temperance. If the children are trained to 
abhor liquor in all its forms, the chances are reduced to a mini- 
mum that any of them will ever go to swell the mighty army 
that is marching on to fill drunkards* graves in our beloved 
country every year. Where does this army come from ? From 
the boys around our own hearthstones. The saloon sends out 
its proclamation saying, " We must have boys. One thousand 
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We pay a very large sum to the government for a license to 
destroy and we must have new material or close out our busi- 
ness." Wilmington has been called on for her quota and some 
of the brightest intellefls she ever produced, lie today in drunk- 
ards' graves. I need not mention their names, you all remember 
them. But train the children to avoid it as they would the 
smallpox or the leprosy, and when they grow up they will be 
ready to take the stand that the people of Ottawa, Kan., did the 
other day when an ** original package" man from Missouri had 
the temerity to open a saloon in their place, a town that had 
always enjoyed prohibition. A public meeting was immediately 
called, a defense league formed, 1^3000 subscribed to pay the 
league's expenses, and a resolution was unanimously passed 
providing that a committee should capture each original package 
dealer, tar and feather him and ship him back to Missouri, 
labelled " An Original Package from Kansas for Missouri." The 
dealer concluded not to wait and test the validity of the " Supreme 
Court's decision," or to see whether " Prohibition would prohibit," 
but skipped the same night. That's the same kind of stuflF that 
the men were made of who emptied the tea into Boston harbor. 
And now just a word in regard to the remark made by my 
distinguished friend, the Orator of the Day, in regard to the 
young men staying at home to help build up home interests. I 
disagree with him in toto. Look at whole communities in the 
great West that have been peopled by Vermonters. No better 
farms and no better farming to be found in all the country, no 
finer herds of cattle, no people more enterprising, no pioneers 
more sure to have the schoolhouse and the church erected as 
soon as their dwellings are under roof. The inevitable question 
comes up, " Where did these people come from ?" Why, don't 
you know ? They are from Wilmington, Vt., the place noted 
far and near for the finest maple sugar, the best blooded cattle, 
and for furnishing the largest number of men to the Vermont 
Brigade of any town of its population in the State. By the way, 
I feel more like taking oflF my hat in the presence of these self- 
same veterans whenever I meet them and stand uncovered as 
they pass by, than that of any other mortal men. No, no, don't 
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tr>' to keep them here ; there is not room enough for them to 
grow. But raise up others, train them, and send them out to 
people other states and territories and may their influence be 
felt for good, as the former ones have, where\'er they may 
be found. 

At the close of his remarks Mr. Bruce sung the following 
song, entitled 

FIFTY YEARS AGO. . 
I've wandered to the village, Tom — I've sat beneath the tree. 
Upon the schoolhouse play ground which sheltered you and me. 
But none are left to greet me, Tom, and few are left to know. 
That played with us upon the green, just fift\' years ago. 

The grass is just as green, dear Tom, barefooted boys at play. 
Are sporting just as we did then, with spirits just as gay. 
But master sleeps upon the hill, all coated o er with snow. 
Afforded us a sliding-place, just fift\- years ago. 

The old schoolhouse is altered some, the benches are replaced 
By new ones very like the same, our jack knives had defaced ; 
But the same old bricks are in the wall, the bell swings to and fro; 
The music just the same, dear Tom, 'twas fift\- years ago. 

The river 's running just as still — ^the willows on its side 

Are larger than they were, dear Tom — the stream appears 

less wide ; 
But the grapevine swing is ruined now. where once we played 

the beau, 
And svvun^ our sweethearts. prett\- girls, just fifty years ago. 

The spring that bubbled 'neath the hill, close by the spreading 

beech. 
Is ver\' low. 'twas once so high that we could almost reach ; 
But kneeling down to get a drink, dear Tom, I started so. 
To see how much that I have changed, since fift>' years ago. 
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Down by the spring, upon an elm, you know I cut your name — 
Your sweetheart's just beneath it, Tom — and you did mine 

the same. 
Some heartless wretch has peeled the bark — 'twas dying sure 

but slow. 
Just as the one whose name you cut, died fifty years ago. 

My lids have long been dry, dear Tom, but tears come in 

my eyes ; 
I thought of her I loved so well — those early broken ties. 
I visited the old churchyard, and took some flowers to strow 
Upon the graves of those we loved just fifty years ago. 

Some are in the churchyard laid, some sleep beneath the sea — 
But few are left of our old class excepting you and me ; 
And when our time shall come, dear Tom, and we are called to go, 
I hope they'll lay us where we played, just fifty years ago. 

Hon. Ashley Stone of Hinsdale, N. H. was introduced as one 
of the " Old Schoolmasters " and he feelingly responded in the 
following words : 

It becomes me to acknowledge the compliment of a call. In- 
firmity precludes the service of voice to amplify or embellish with 
graceful language a suitable response. 

The first greeting upon my approach to the ground today was 
by a matron, who when a child of seven years was a pupil of 
mine and upon being requested to a6l as monitor and report 
miscondu6l of other scholars, replied in her coy way, *' Don't 
know how to 'port," exclaiming, " I am now ready to report." 

An overwhelming profusion of reports and greetings from 
parents and grandparents with whom I held endearing rela- 
tions, compensates for the fatigue of a journey. Mingling with 
nearly every family in town links them and their descendants as 
kindred with my family, every member being present here today 
to enjoy this greeting. 

Humble efforts to impart instruction fifty years ago, when 



132 Wilmington Reunion. 

** boarding around" aflForded opportunity to harmonize are now 
superseded by superior methods and facilities. Instruflors of a 
still earlier time, by their plain and simple habits, were qualified 
to transmit valuable principles to succeeding generations. 

Sophia Birchard received instru6lion in the same rude apart- 
ment with the ancestors of many of this assemblage, enabling 
her to discipline and impart moral instru6lion to her son, who 
became President of the United States, one of the highest stations 
of the world, which office he held with fidelity and left without 
blemish or reproach, and still lives enjoying the esteem of a grate- 
ful nation. 

Zephaniah Moore supplemented his remarkable mental endow- 
ment with such culture as to be called to the presidency of 
Williams College, and was first president of Amherst, continu- 
ing the remainder of his life. 

These are marked ideals and their virtues and examples are 
worthy of emulation and may be held as a rich and enduring 
legacy by natives of Wilmington and all who become acquainted 
with the record of their services. The inscription upon the 
monument of President Moore inspired me to put forth eflForts 
to furnish* means for the education of my children, which I had 
so ardently desired for myself. 

THE PRESS. 

One of the greatest and most wonderful achievements of 
American progress and a6livity, one that forms a marvel of enter- 
prise and intelligence, a factor more potent for good or evil than 
the mightiest armies is the press of today. 
Response by Charles H. Davenport of Brattleboro, Editor 

OF *'The Reformer.** 
Mr. Toast-MasteVy Ladies and Gentlemen : 

It is to be feared that your chairman, in his exceedingly polite 
introduction, in calling upon me for a response had in mind the 
incident of the Poland-Dennison campaign that I read about 
the other day. One of the advocates of Mr. Dennison arguing, 
as stump speakers are apt to argue, was telling the farmers how 
they ought to stop sending lawyers to Congress ; how their in- 
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terests were being disregarded in legislation and so forth, in the 
usual style. " Isn't Dennison a lawyer ?" some one yelled from 
the crowd. The orator was nonplussed for a moment, but finally 
recovered himself enough to reply, *' Well, he isn't enough of 
one to do any hurt." The point of this story lies in the appli- 
cation of it, but the fellow who got it up overlooked the fa6l 
that Mr. Dennison was a very good lawyer indeed. 

** The power and the influence of the Press !" What a grand 
subje6l, what a great thought ! How ** filling " it is to us as we 
see that citizen rolling luxuriously by in his barouche and think 
of the good warm dinners the dollar and a half he owes us would 
buy ; it is warming to the toes that are peeping through the holes 
of last year's shoes. This power and influence is what the poor 
editor wields as he discusses the great principles of finance and 
marks the course of commerce, the while he wonders where the 
next ten cents is coming from to buy the next plug of tobacco ; 
as he molds political ideas and guides and direfts great political 
parties when he couldn't get votes enough for himself to elect 
him pound-keeper ; as he treats of the customs and peoples of 
other lands with the assurance of a Bayard Taylor, when the fa6l 
is the liveryman wouldn't trust him for a team to go to Marl- 
boro ; as he pleads for the purity of the language and courtesy 
in debate, in the intermission of his allusions to the " long-eared, 
lop-sided lunk-head " of an editor over the way. 

After all, the real grandeur of the power and influence of the 
press lies in the fact that it is the work of men and women, 
like all of us, partaking of the frailties and the follies common 
to our humanity ; but men and women, who if they rightly 
realize their opportunities, are more and more impressed with 
the measure of their responsibility. 

Did you ever think what a power over the boys and girls that 
are growing up, this periodical has that comes into your family 
day by day, or week by week, year after year ? The man who 
controls its columns should be like the Greek sculptor who 
stood reverently and prayerfully, chisel in hand, before the block 
of white marble, except that he should remember that it is 
immortal souls instead of statues that the editor has to fashion 
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into beauty or everlasting deformity, and that there are thousands 
of them to go on reproducing his work infinitely instead of one 
to stand mute on the Acropolis. His opportunity is like that of 
one who sits by your child's side all through youth and the 
formative period, whispering into his or her ear whatever he 
will. And the man to whom access is given to these young aod 
innocent ears, let him consider well the words he utters, whether 
they be those that stand for cleanliness and true manliness and 
womanliness, or those that fertilize all the rank and unwhole- 
some growths of the mind ; whether those that enlarge and 
strengthen and broaden, or those that belittle with petty gossip, 
envy, jealousy, and all sorts of despitefulness ; whether those 
that bring kindliness and good neighborliness to the community, 
or those that develop the faflions and unfairness that are so apt 
to attend a self-governing people. 

We want no lies whispered into these young and tender 
ears ; no false views of life to be given by denying or hiding 
the evils that exist. It is one of the highest functions of the 
newspaper to hold up the mirror to the world and show it as it 
is, but in it and through it all to feel a profound sense of the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. 

The power and influence of the press, especially the local 
press, can be as many sided as is humanity. It can be an execu- 
tive more effeftive than any provided by the law, and more 
powerful for good, if once it be known that it will expose the 
wrongs that need to be exposed ; that no favoritism, no influences 
of wealth or social position, no power of party or se6l can 
swerve it from its duty. 

There is no objeft of religious or moral or benevolent work 
which it can not and ought not to aid without sectarian bias, 
no impulse upward in humanity's progress to which it can not 
lend force. Through it can be focussed a wise public spirit. 
Gathering power from the myriad streams of intelligence that 
flow into it, it can develop a union of sentiment that will be irre- 
sistable in every work of good. And over and above all, while 
battling manfully for the things it believes in, it can by its man- 
ner and method of argument develop a liberality and generosity 
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of feeling, an earnest tolerance of differing views, a candor and 
sincerity that stands for the best of community culture, that 
noblest of human feelings to which Dr. Holmes refers : 
" Deal meekly, gently with the hopes that guide 
The lowliest brother straying by thy side ; 
If right, they bid that fear for thine own, 
If wrong, the verdift is with God alone." 
I am more than glad to see that you have a paper here in 
Wilmington that is leading in its humble way towards these 
ideals, and I believe that the prosperity which is bracing you, 
the new vigor that is running through the veins of your local 
life, is very largely due to its efforts. I think there is a great 
work yet for it to do for the better times coming for Vermont. 

We all love our State, and the sons and daughters of Wil- 
mington particularly have reason to do so. We know that as 
there is a better flavor to the products of her soil and the fruits 
and the stock raised on her hills, a richer and deeper hue to her 
verdure, than of any other State, the same superior quality ought 
to be found in her people, her schools, her business, her interests 
and institutions of all kinds — and it will be. The State which has 
contributed so large a proportion of what is best in American life 
cannot under right and natural conditions be the victim of decay 
at home ; and in that reorganizing and rebuilding, the press of 
Vermont is going to be powerful. Therefore sustain your home 
paper. Take it, all of you, and after you have done that we 
folks down at Brattleboro will very politely take your subscrip- 
tions also. • 

The Chairman then said : 

While we celebrate the past we must not be unmindful of the 
future. The past is behind us, but the future is before us. The 
history of the past century has been made and written, but the 
history of the coming century is yet to be recorded. What 
shall that history be ? Shall it be continued progress and pros- 
perity ? Continued growth in honor and happiness ? From the 
experience and events of the past let us learn valuable lessons 
for the future ; lessons that will encourage, strengthen and guide 
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us, that will elevate us and improve us as the wheels of time 
revolve in the hereafter. I propose this sentiment, 

THE FUTURE OF WILMINGTON. 
Response by H. Mann, Jr. 

In " Lalla Rook " we read of life as 

*' A narrow isthmus 'twixt two boundless seas, 
The past, the future, two eternities." 

While every moment the waters of these seas meet and lash 
each other at our feet, there are certain times like the present 
when we pause as it were upon a promontory overlooking the 
receding waters of the past, while before us stretch the bound- 
less waters of the future shrouded in mists into which with eager, 
searching gaze we try to peer. 

You, who have returned after years of absence to honor and 
cheer us with your presence, bringing your triumphs in other 
fields to increase the glad pride with which Wilmington ever 
looks upon her sons and daughters, are no doubt filled with 
visions of the past as the days of youth, filled with both bright 
and sad experiences, arise out of the shadows behind you. The 
history of the past, so ably epitomized by the distinguished 
Historian of the Day, is one of which we may well be proud, 
and with reverence repeat with the immortal Webster, " The past 
at least, is secure." While we revere the past and hasten through 
the present, after all, the great world in which we live is the 
future. Our hopes, our aspirations, our unsatisfied longings, are 
thrown out ahead like the stereopticon view, and pictured upon 
the misty realms beyond. No single line could better give the 
philosophy of life than Pope's, " Man never is, but always to 
be blest." 

At this time when brevity cannot be overestimated, it would 
seem as though subjefts for response should be capable of limit, 
but by accident or design your committee kave assigned a subjedl 
in **The Future of Wilmington" limited only by eternity itself, 
and ungoverned by the laws of death or decay, our beautiful 
town under the shadow of the old Green Mountains in the grand 
old historic State of Vermont, can be likened to the carefully 
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nurtured child who, in the flush of health and youthful hopes 
looks forward to a development and growth limited only by its 
capacity. 

You have all undoubtedly read the poem which pictures the 
wandering spirit's return to earth as each cycle of a thousand 
years rolls around to find the busy city and the silent forest suc- 
ceeding each other. Today it is not necessary for us to go 
further into the realms of the imagination than the probable, to 
picture a beautiful city traced by streets alive with the hum of 
commerce, passing, perhaps, over this very spot where we now 
are and before which this majestic grove may yield. That a 
brilliant future awaits our town we are all beginning to believe, 
and by the word future I mean not one so far distant but that 
this audience, especially the younger portion of it, may see all 
that I would prophesy. 

It is a common rule to judge the future by the past, and if I 
may add, the present ; from these known quantities, if the future 
can be discounted in advance, if there is anything in the doctrine 
of probabilities, while we may not be able to demonstrate with 
absolute mathematical certainty, we can with fair degree of prob- 
ability figure out a future which will exceed our wildest dreams 
of a few years ago. Isolated as we then were, with no means of 
communication with the outside world except staging twenty 
miles ; with what little enterprising spirit there was in town 
alarmed and discouraged by the rapidity with which the young 
and enterprising blood was leaving for the cities and oth^r busier 
scenes of life, and in consequence farms becoming deserted and 
real estate already far below its cost, every day dropping lower 
as farms came upon the market with no one to buy; is it any 
wonder that we looked on with much anxiety and questioned 
what the outcome would be ? Was Wilmington holding her 
own ? We scarcely dared whisper the answer, but we knew it 
would soon become apparent that she was not unless there came 
about a rapid change for the better. In the gathermg gloom the 
lightning gleamed, and through the enterprise of a few citizens 
the telephone relieved our dreary isolation and placed us in voice 
with the outside world, and although the wise ones shook their 
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heads and the skeptic thought it might do for pleasant weather 
but would never work over Marlboro hills when the* winter winds 
were howling, it was soon demonstrated that the faith of its pro- 
moters was not misplaced. 

With telephonic and telegraphic communication it became 
possible to have a newspaper, which proje6l a citizens', committee 
carefully considered, and in due time the " Deerfield Valley 
Times " was launched into a critical world, and although to some 
it seemed preposterous to think of starting a newspaper in Wil- 
mington and its failure was freely prophesied, it has been as you 
all know a marked success from the start, improving with every 
issue, occasionly by large bounds, as from a four-page to an 
eight-page paper, and with a • constantly increasing circulation 
it again bears witness that the faith of its originators in the re- 
sources of old Wilmington was not in vain. While the editor 
may be present and I would not make him blush, I think I may 
be pardoned for saying that the influence of the " Times " in 
sustaining and advancing the material interests of this town and 
the whole Deerfield valley can hardly be overestimated. It has 
done and can in the future, if properly sustained, do great good, 
and no investment which has the good of our community at 
heart can be made which will yield larger dividends than the 
price of its subscription. 

Closely following upon the heels of these enterprises came 
the Wilmington Grain and Lumber Company and other smaller 
manufacturing enterprises which have done their share towards 
developing the latent resources of our valley, and last, but I 
trust by no means least, the Raponda and Sylvan Lake Park 
Association comes to develop one of the most beautiful spots in 
New England, and advertise to the inhabitants of the hot and 
dusty cities that there is a cool retreat among the Green Moun- 
tains where the earth, and the air, and the water, present their 
greatest charms. In this connexion I might also mention the 
Board of Trade and other agencies which modesty forbids speci- 
fying, which have advertised our town over the wide world and 
brought and are bringing to our valley from the distant north 
and the more distant west, the south and the east, as well as 
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from the far-away land of the midnight sun, industrious citizens 
who have and are taking up our unoccupied lands and making 
gardens blossom where weeds and rubbish flourished before. 

All these agencies have sent real estate bounding upwards, 
enthused our people with hope, and brought contentment to stay 
upon the old farm. Such life and buoyancy has been instilled 
into the town that the word boom, until recently only supposed 
to be applicable to Western towns, has been quite commonly 
applied to our changed position. 

If so much can be accomplished in so short a time in a town 
which you who come as guests today are obliged to reach by 
the same old method of travel in use before the steam engine 
was conceived in the mind of a Stephenson, what may we not 
predi6l when we have that great desideratum, that sine qua non 
as some have thought, a railroad ? That is, or ought to be, the 
next great enterprise to be chronicled in the history of Wil- 
mington, and with it the possibilities of future development are 
limitless. I will not mar by vulgar suggestion the glowing 
images your imaginations may have already painted, but would 
ask you to paint in still brighter colors and then let aftive effort 
inspired by never failing faith make the image a reality. 

As a citizen of Wilmington I feel to express a debt of grati- 
tude to you, who in other lands have ever kept your faith in 
Wilmington, and have contributed so much towards our pros- 
perity and especially made our present gala-day a possibility. 
Let me entreat you to continue to show your faith by your 
works, and should you aid our development by investing in our 
lands and enterprises, you can be assured it will be heartily 
appreciated and, I believe, will yield financial returns which will 
be appreciated by you also. Let the young man not look for 
an Eldorado in some distant clime while the golden opportunities 
at his feet are overlooked, perhaps to be appropriated later by 
strangers. 

While to build successfully we must have a plan in mind, 
dreaming only of the future accomplishes nothing, and that our 
most rosy expectations may be realized, let us 
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** Trust no Future, howe'er pleasant ! 
Let the dead Past bury its dead ! 
Aft, — act in the living Present ! 
Heart within, and God o'erhead !" 

THE LADIES. 

Constitutionally in favor of union may their influence lend as- 
great enchantment to the domestic circle as their presence today 
has imparted to the exercises of the occasion. 

Response by C. F. Boyd Esq., of Granby Centre, N. Y. 
Mr. President : 

As we look back over the history of the past and see how in 
the earlier ages women afted such a grand part upon the side of 
right, such as Queen Esther, Miriam, the sister of Moses, and 
passing on to later times such examples of humanity as Poca- 
hontas, though reared among the wild and untutored savages, it 
awakens within us a keen sense of appreciation as to how much 
of the bettering of the condition of society belongs to the fairer 
sex. The name most revered in the vast Empire of Russia to- 
day is that of Great Catharine, to whom Survasior sent the mes- 
sage from unhappy Poland — ^that '* order signed in Warsaw." 
What a halo of glory centers around the names of Josephine 
and Marie Antoinette, and the proud boast of England is that 
she has furnished to the world such examples of true greatness 
as Elizabeth and Victoria ; but the women of this dear old town 
trace not their lineage to kings and Queens, but what to me 
seems better, to a God-fearing and religious ancestry. And as I 
return once more to the scenes of my childhood, and gaze upon 
those faces that I knew so well in days of yore, I am led to 
exclaim that there is not to be found — go where you will — 
finer, nobler women than the mothers and daughters of old 
Wilmington. 
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OUR OWN GREEN MOUNTAIN STATE. 

Her name, her fame, her rock-ribbed hills, her men, her 
women, are dearer to us than all others. 

Response by Hon. J. K. Batchelder of Arlington. 
Mr, Toast-Master and Fellow Citizens: 

It is one of the finest traits of our nature that we love the land 
of our nativity and cherish the place of our birth. It is said the 
Laplander amid the frosts and snows of his northern zone 
believes the land he lives in the fairest and most beautiful on 
earth. You may tell him of southern climes, where the fields 
are ever green with verdure, and flowers bloom in perennial 
spring, but after you have portrayed to him all the beauties of 
the most favored clime he still turns with admiration to the 
snowclad hills that are never green, and still believes them the 
fairest and most beautiful on earth. 

Something of this charafteristic pervades all races, all degrees 
of civilization, from the savage to the most enlightened. Ver- 
monters are ever proud as well they may be of their native 
State. We love her hills and green valleys and the crystal 
streams that flow from her mountain-sides. We love the very 
air of heaven we breathe, and feel its health-giving power. 

No other portion of this great land, to us, is like unto it. We 
pass beyond its borders, and see the marvellous resources of 
other sections ; following ** the course of Empire,*' toward the 
West, we behold the vast prairies now teeming with busy life 
and industry, and marvel at the scene. We stand on the bank 
of the " Great River " and are filled with wonder, almost with 
awe, at the mighty flood that rolls. Passing beyond its flow 
the vastness of the great West is still more forcibly impressed 
upon us. We reach the summit of the Rocky Mountains and 
behold on their further side a land wonderful in its fertility, won- 
derful in its beauty, and as we descend and pass through it we 
wonder all the more, until at last we reach the broad Pacific, 
and standing on its shores see the waves of the mighty ocean 
roll through the Golden Gate, bearing upon their crests the com- 
merce of the world. 

Yet after all this, after we have seen the wonders, the beauties 
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and the resources of all the other States and sedions, we still 
torn to Vennoot. still beiie\-in^ her the direst and best of 
them all. 

I would say of Vermoot. not as Douglas once said, a good 
State to be bom in and to migrate trom, but the best State to be 
bom in. the best to live in. 

In introducing the next speaker the Chairman referred to the 
battles of Lookout Mountain and Mission Ridge fought in 
November. iS6^. near Chattanoo£:a. Tenn, Two vears later 
Mr. Whitney-, the gentleman who responded, was bom. Thus 
has a new generation come upon the stage of action since the 
great contest of '61-65. 

THE SOLTH AND ITS HUR 
Response by Hexry D. Whitxey. Esq.. of Ch.\tt.\- 

xooGA. Tenn. 
J/V: Toast-MtisUr^ Lat&s am J G^mtUauM : 

As the peculiar characteristics of the Puritans and their 
descendants were increased and devidoped by the rigor of the 
climate and the ruggedness of the section of the country- to 
which they came, so the strong characteristics of the Ca\'aliers 
were molded and intensi^ed by the climate and topogr^qihy of 
the country- to which thev came. 

Two t\-pes of ci\-iIization were thus planted and developed in 
our country at the same time : tT*-o t\-pes of ci\~ili2ation which 
have required nearly three centuries and a long Civil War to 
understand each other. 

But today, after a quarter of a centur\* of peace, the men of 
the North and the men of the South are clasping hands in fra- 
ternal unrt\-. Northern capital, energy-, and enterprise, together 
with Southern pluck and courage, are at work de^'eloping the 
immense resources of the South. The mountains of the South 
are full y>i iron, coal, marble, buiIdin«^-stone. and almost e\-er\* 
other mineral m v-ar^-ino^ abundance. Her \-aiIe\"s are fertile, her 
mo-ntain-sides are covered with \-aIuabIe timber, her climate 
unexcelled. 
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With the development of all these natural resources in so 
great abundance comes the demand for a metropolis. The index 
finger on nature's dial points to Chattanooga as the centralization 
point, the metropolis, the " Hub of the South." 

Those of you who were there nearly thirty years ago remem- 
ber it as a place of two or three thousand inhabitants. In 1 880 
Chattanooga had less than 13,000 inhabitants; in 1885, 25,000; 
and today she has a population of nearly 50,000 people. This 
has been her record. With 100,000 in 1895, stepping over the 
threshold of the twentieth century with 200,000, she will attain 
during the first quarter of the next century a population of half 
a million. 

Her avenues of commerce are the Tennessee River and a large 
and increasing number of railroads. Great as was her strategic 
location in war, so in peace and prosperity it is even greater. 
Her surroundings are beautiful and historic. Yonder is old 
Lookout Mountain viewing the peace and prosperity of seven 
States. Over there is Missionary Ridge, whose crest was once 
the scene of carnage and bloodshed, now crowned with peace- 
ful, happy homes. A little farther away lies the battlefield of 
Chickamauga. Upon these ever memorable and sacred battle- 
fields is being built the grandest monument the world has ever 
seen ; not a towering shaft of granite or an imposing statue of 
marble; not a mouument built by the North or the South, but 
a fraternal city of magnificent industries and enterprises ; a city 
of happy homes. How sublime and inspiring is the picture of 
old battlefields crowned with the highest united efforts of those 
who less than three decades ago were fighting each other upon 
the same soil ! Hand in hand, shoulder to shoulder, stand the 
men of the North and the men of the South. With no time to 
question the past, to discuss old issues, to bruise old wounds, 
all are as determined to excel each other in the pleasant rivalries 
of peace as they were once eager in war. 

As I said at first, the two types of civilization which for cen- 
turies had known so little of each other, men who fought for 
four years because they did not understand each other, have at 
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last come to know each others' virtues and forget each others' 
failings. 

We of the South are not so near the lower r^ions as some 
think, although we have a vtry dark element among us. And 
somehow I am persuaded that the people of the South, notwith- 
standing their errors in the solving of their very peculiar and 
trying problems, have evinced a greater knowledge of the human 
nature with which they had to deal than those^who lived at a 
greater distance. 

The far-famed cordiality and hospitality of the Southern people 
has never abated. You are welcomed to their homes, to their 
firesides, and their board ; you are welcomed with a zeal that 
reaches to the bottom of your heart and theirs. 

As a citizen of the State of Tennessee, and as a citizen of that 
magnificent city, Chattanooga, I cordially extend to you the 
hospitalities of the South. Whenever you come you will find 
the latch-string out. Under the genial Southern sun, under the 
influences of peace and prosperity, in the dawn of a new era the 
South and her metropolis, Chattanooga, send$ greeting to old 
New England. 

THE MOTHER COUNTRY; OR, ENGLAND AND 

AMERICA. 
Response by Rev. William Spencer. 
Mr, President y Ladies and Gentlemen : 

The varied sentiments and admirable responses have given rise 
to the question as to how I may expedl to win my quota among 
such popular speakers. Evidently, after so protrafted a strain 
upon the endurance of this vast company, the speaker who is 
most brief will be most appreciated. In my brevity I shall seek 
my popularity at this time. 

One of the speakers, alluding to the little girl's composition 
on ** Nails," allowed that the nails being all in, he must represent 
the tacks ; hence I can do no better than to clinch one of the 
nails our Toast-Master has put in. I cannot tell the pleasure it 
affords me to respond in behalf of " The Mother Country," Not 
that I am wrapped up in British institutions nor in any sense 
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alien to the best interests of this great Republic. I am a British 
subjeft and appreciate my relation at this time, simply in order 
to reciprocate, in behalf of my nation, that kindly sentiment 
that, on this Fourth of July so significant, offers a toast to '' The 
Mother Country." This rebukes the insinuation that down in 
the American heart are feelings hostile to Great Britain. It is 
observable that the subjects of no country are honored in Amer- 
ica as are the sons and daughters of England ; and I believe 
these deferences are mutual and the mother is justly proud of 
her daughter across the sea. May these two great nations, as 
mother and daughter — daughter not immature or dependent but 
mistress in her own domain, in all her rights of womanhood — 
go forward, side by side, in every cause of right and for the 
redemption of the world. 

Mr. R. S. Childs being called upon responded in these words : 

Mr. Chainnan and Friends : 

The Childs name has been mentioned with such distressing 
freiquency today that I am naturally reminded of an incident 
occurring in' a Hamilton County (Cincinnati) Ohio Theatre. 
A messenger boy came to the stage and passed a telegram to 
the manager, who, advancing to the footlights, ejaculated sonor- 
ously, " Is Mr. Smith in the audience ?" immediately seventy 
men stood up. The manager fixed his eyes more closely upon 
the address, and added, " This is for Mr. John Smith," where- 
upon two men sat down. I should enjoy the relief today that 
came to one of these two Smiths. I hail with gladness, how- 
ever, this opportunity for saluting the worthy sons and amiable 
daughters of this good old town. I salute both resident and 
non-resident. I salute the present and absent, the fathers and 
mothers, the uncles, cousins and aunts, and more especially do 
I salute the aged. The divergence of people as they pass from 
childhood to age is a sorrowful contemplation. The irrevocable 
law of our being applies to every city, township, village and 
hamlet of this broad land, and, to emphasize the sad changes 
that have occurred in this cosy and attraftive village, where 
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all the conditions are favorable to health and longevity, let me 
revert to the faft that, since my early childhood, every house, 
with two exceptions, has undergone a complete change. These 
exceptions are the homes of Mrs. Norton and Horace Hubbard. 
The impress of age is upon most of us ; but, after life's unequal 
conflict, we can trust the power that guides the stars in their 
courses to bring us finally into our desired and restful haven. 

Capt. F. W. Childs of Brattleboro, who was one of the original 
promoters of the reunion and did much to further the interests 
of the enterprise, was called upon to respond which he did 
briefly, as follows : 

Mr. Toast-Master and Friends : 

I recall an old adage which was instilled into my youthful 
mind by my lamented mother, that " A child should be seen and 
not heard," and being but a mere Child-s I came here to see and 
hear but not to talk ; but I thank you all. 

Mr. George D. Lamb of New Haven, Conn., spoke as follows : 

Mr, Toast-Master, Ladies and Gentlemen, Relatives and Friends : 

I was born in the town of Wilmington, in the year 1831. I 
left it at the age of 14 to go out into the world to seek my 
living ; have been back to visit you but a few times since then ; 
did not return to live among or become a citizen with you, but 
I assure you, in all those years I have been away, my sympathy, 
love, and best wishes have been and always will be with you. 
Mr. Haskins has been advising the young people that are here, 
growing up to become men and women, to stay right here in 
old Wilmington and not go away. Be it good or bad advice, 
that I will not discuss or question. Had I heard his admonition 
before I left I might have been better off, and might not. How- 
ever, I am pretty well satisfied with my past life thus far. You 
know friends, there always was and probably always will be, one 
or more stray or black sheep in every flock. According to Mr. 
Haskins's theory I must have been the one black sheep because 
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absent ; besides this number are present one husband and three 
wives of the children and two wives of grandchildren and ** Aunt 
Marilla," making a total of twenty-eight of the Childs family. 

The entire Stone family is present, numbering twelve, as 
follows : Ashley Stone and wife and three sons ; myself, Byron 
A. Stone and Dexter L. Stone with their wives and four children. 

We talked much of this reunion and Rollin thought every 
family in Wilmington would enjoy such a meeting and we 
decided to make an effort to have a general reunion of all the 
families in Wilmington. Like the circles which a tiny pebble 
causes in the water, this thought has widened and widened until 
today we have a reunion in nearly every home in this town. But 
this has not been without much effort. Byron and myself met 
again in the West, formulated our ideas into rude plans, which 
he wrote out in a letter to the Childs Brothers, who came here 
last winter when they had to shovel their way through snow- 
drifts, called an impromptu meeting and started the reunion. 
You are all familiar with every detail since that time, and we all 
owe many thanks to the energy, enterprise, and kindness^of the 
" Deerfield Valley Timeis." We realized that we must offer some 
inducement which would touch a responsive chord in all hearts, 
that our dreams of happy meetings and renewal of old friend- 
ships might become a glorious reality, and we decided that an 
old-fashioned Fourth of July celebration in a grove with a brass 
band and a free dinner would make an attradlive programme. 

Our idea was to ask some one from each prominent family of 
old residents to take some active part in this celebration, just to 
see what '' our boys " could do, and to make our fathers and 
mothers satisfied that their good counsel and liberal training had 
not been thrown away. If you will permit me to enumerate 
some of the prominent families that have always lived in Wil- 
mington, I can explain to you why we have had such a lengthy 
programme. We have Adams, Alvord, Avery, Barnard, Bart- 
lett, Bassett, Barber, Bridge, Blodgett, Bissell, Boyd, Bowker, 
Buell, Butterfield, Bellows, Bruce, Cushman, Crosier, Childs, 
Campbell, Crosby, Clark, Cutting, Castle, Davenport, Dennison, 
Dix, Davis, Dexter, Dickinson, Edson, Estabrook, Flagg, Fox, 
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Forbes, Goodnow, Gore, Haynes, Harris, Haskell, Hubbard, 
Haskins, Higley, Hastings, Howe, Ingram, Jefts, Jones, Jewell, 
Kellogg, Kingsbury, Kidder, Lawton, Lamb, Lathrop, Lincoln, 
Morgan, Mann, Moore, Morris, Miner, Medbury, Morse, Miller, 
Norton, Packard, Parmalee, Pettee, Prouty, Pike, Pulsifer, Quinn, 
Ray, Rugg, Robinson, Russell, Rice, Rudd, Riddell, Shafter, 
Stanley, Spencer, Stone, Smith, Snow, Stearns, Sargent, Stetson, 
Swift, Stowe, Tyler, Temple, Thayer, Thomas, Tanner, Titus, 
Underwood, Watson, Ware, White, Whipple, Willard, Waste, 
Walker, Winchester, Wheeler, Wilder, Whitney, and Wilcox. 

Your Toast-Master has told me that he studied the list of 
names and seledled from the same to respond to sentiments, and 
that one hundred and thirty-nine was the number and allowing 
five minutes to each only eleven hours and thirty-five minutes 
would be required for the responses. When Friend Russell 
mailed me a second invitation he asked me, as I expedl he asked 
every one of you, to respond to some after-dinner toast. I wrote 
him I had never made a speech in public, but he might use me 
in any manner he desired, if such poor material could in any 
way contribute to the success of the reunion. When I came 
here he asked me what topic I was prepared to talk upon. I 
deemed this only sarcasm, and answered, " Anything." He then 
took me into his office, read me sentiments and toasts enough to 
daze a ** ward politician," and I said, " Put me on at roll-call and 
I will say something." I have been made so deeply grateful to 
every resident in Wilmington for their liberal and untiring effort 
to make this reunion a success that I asked Mr. Russell to let 
me try and thank you on behalf of the boys and girls who have 
gone out from among you for all this kindness. Your presi- 
dent, Mr. Fitch, has welcomed us back in language so touching 
that we feel sure that Wilmington is still /* sweet home ;" your 
orator, Col. Haskins, has given us a masterly oration, taking us 
back one hundred and thirty-five years and bringing us with full 
data down to the present time ; Prof. Butterfield has read to us 
the Declaration of Independence which makes us all proud that 
we are Americans, and proud of him that he is a son of Wil- 
mington ; your band has discoursed music that should always 
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make us have a just pride in the Wilmington Cornet Band. My 
beloved first teacher has given one of her gems of thought in 
her beautiful poem. Mrs. O. E. Butterfield, Mrs. T. B. Deming, 
D. Gilbert Dexter, and Miss Swift have all sent us messages of 
love expressed in gracefully written poetry ; your different com- 
mittees have excelled even Wilmington's well-established reputa- 
tion for hospitality, thoroughness, and business-like methods in 
every thing they have done for us ; your Entertainment Com- 
mittee have assigned every applicant to pleasant quarters ; your 
Banquet Committee have served the finest out-of-door lunch I 
have ever enjoyed. Mr. C. M. Russell has, as the result of the 
most untiring effort, given us an exhibit of stereopticon portraits 
of many of the old residents and schoolmates — most of whom 
are now sleeping in ** God's acre " — which was worth a thousand 
miles' traveL 

With charafteristic energy and devotion our friend Rollin has 
decorated our beautiful village until nearly every building waves . 
the national colors, and the motto, " Though lost to sight, to 
memory dear," under which we passed as we revisited the village 
cemetery, stirred the deepest emotions of our hearts. 

The town of Wilmington in open meeting has voted ;^300 to 
be applied towards the expense of this gathering. The New 
York and Brattleboro boys have sent the Finance Committee 
their liberal donations, and the voluntary private subscriptions 
have come from willing hands until I am told, ** We have money 
enough to pay for everything," including a display of fireworks 
this evening, which will probably equal anything ever displayed 
in the State of Vermont. I have spoken of these generous 
preparations for our enjoyment in a hurried manner, that you 
may comprehend the Herculean task of trying to return thanks. 

I will borrow a sentiment from one beautiful line of poetry by 
my first teacher, and as I stand here just over the meridian ot 
life, having for three days looked out of the " east window " un- 
til my heart is full and my brain almost whirling, having met 
friends I have not seen for many years and some that I never 
expedl to see again, too happy to turn my eyes even towards the 
** west window," and leaving the future to the kind Providence 
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that has favored us in all things, I can only say in behalf of all 
old residents present and abroad, to all of you, and to E. A. 
Fitch, Col. Haskins, Prof. Butterfield, Mrs. Forbes, C. M. Russell, 
H. Mann, Jr., J. H. Kidder, E. M. Haynes, J. M. Bassett, O. W. 
Boyd, D. G. Hubbard, A. M. Johnson, A. L. Childs, C. D. Spen- 
cer and many others especially, that we gratefully and sincerely 
thank you. 

The services at the grove closed with the following song, sung 
by the Henschel Quartette, and music by the Wilmington Cor- 
net, and the Brattleboro First Regiment Bands. 

MY NATIVE TOWN. 
[A Song Written for the Wilmington Reunion] 

By Rev. H. Eastman. 
Air — '' Auld Lang SyneT 

My native town ! My native town ! 

How justly dear to me ! 
Although I wander up and down, 
. I often think of th6e ; 
Where'er my willing footsteps tend, 

Where'er my lot is cast, 
Instindlive thoughts and feelings blend, 

And mingle with the past. 

The joyous scenes of early life, 
' My raptured thoughts employed, 

When, free from toil and care and strife, 

My heart was overjoyed ; 
Fantastic forms they now assume, 

Like spectres glide along ; 
From memory's magic realm they come, 

A countless, mystic throng. 

The happy scenes of youthful days, 
Like fairies round me rise ; 
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And happier childhood's artless ways 

Spring up before mine eyes ; 
I songsters hear in woodlands wild. 

Sweet, blooming fields I see ; 
I hear the overjoy ous child 

Ring out its rapturous glee. 

I see the lovely landscape 'round, 

I view the verdant hills ; 
I love the vales with beauty crowned, 

I hear the singing rills ; 
I love the richness Nature lends 

To fields all fruitful, fair ; 
But more than all I love the friends 

Who love to linger there. 

But sorrowing scenes come rushing on ! 

Where now my youthful friends ? 
Sad memory answers, they are gone — 

How soon life's journey ends ! 
Where now those kindred, doubly dear. 

To whom my heart was bound ? 
With us they here no more appear, 

They slumber 'neath the ground ! 

With life and every blessing blest ! 

When I in death lie down. 
Let me with friends and kindred rest 

In thee, my native town ; 
Here 'round my bed let flow'rets bloom. 

Set by some loving hand ; 
And, smiling o'er my quiet tomb, 

As sweet memorials stand. 

It was now past 6 o'clock in the afternoon and therefore neces- 
sary that the exercises should close. Other sentiments had been 
prepared and other voices undoubtedly would have given utter- 
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ance to the thoughts and emotions which seemed to well up 
spontaneously from full and overflowing hearts ; but the time 
for parting had come, and the great company quietly dispersed, 
all apparently well satisfied to have spent one day in commemo- 
rating the virtues of their ancestors, and reviving the friendships 
of earlier years. It is to be hoped that those who shall occupy 
their places a century hence may deem it proper and find it 
equally satisfactory to pay a like tribute to the memory of those 
who have gone before. 

BENEDICTION. 

By Rev. J. H. Gavlord of East Longmeadow, Mass. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost abide with you all. Amen. 



Owing to the length of the exercises and the lateness of the 
hour, the Chairman was obliged to omit the reading of the 
following poems, but we take great pleasure in presenting them 
herewith. 

POEM. 

By Miss Kate B. Swift of Elwyn, Penn. 

Under the shade of the brave old Green Mountains, 
Nestling adown in the valley so green, 
Bordered with blossoms, a talkative stream 

Gleams ever its way from its cool forest fountains. 

Along it, a village lies prettily pictured. 

Looms, in the distance, old Haystack the bold ; 
Safe guarding the crystal its bosom doth hold. 

All sheltered and crooned to by forests, heav'n nurtured. 
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Stories and secrets this bright river told me, 
Scenes it had witnessed o'er all its long way ; 
Then, with the tale of a passed away day, 

Long by its side did smilingly hold me. 



THE river's story. 



Once upon a time, some children 
Lived these pleasant hills among ; 

Black-eyed, brown-eyed, blue-eyed, children, 
Full of laughter, shout^ and song. 

Oh, what fun they had a playing 

Barefoot by my grassy banks ; 
Bent-pin fishhook, alder fish poles, 

Mimic squadrons ; all the pranks • 

Dear to children and the water. 

Tumble in? Oh, yes! but then. 
Where 's the fun, if there 's no danger? 

Soon they're out and dry again. 

How the busy saw mill clattered. 

Buzzed, and whizzed, and whined, all day ; 
While they sought the gummy treasures 

On the mill logs by the way. 

And these children, yes, these children 

Had to go to school to learn ; 
Summer sand and winter snowdrift 

Bravely vanquished they in turn. 

Oh the masters ! Oh those pupils, 

Older now, and wiser grown ! 
Oh the ceiling, why so spotted ! 

Why those notes and candies .thrown ! 
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And these children,, yes, these children 

Often sorrowed after school, 
If too much of " out loud smiling," 

And too oft a broken rule. 

Growing taller, growing broader. 

Boys are having such good fun ; 
Swimming, hunting, skating, fishing, 

Chase each other one by one. 

*' Never fear, we'll risk the danger." 

Down that long hill, O so steep. 
Spins the old sleigh, gaily loaded, 

Down, down, into the village street. 

Then, oh then, the sugar seasdn ! 

Stores and stores of liquid sweet ! 
Camp fires burning, story telling, 

When ther's night-watch cheer to keep. 

Tales of monsters fierce and furious, 

That infest the forest dark ; 
Wild attacks of " spotted Cubas " 

Lend a thrill to each brave heart. 

Growing older, growing wiser. 

Boys have sprung up into men. 
Hark ! The Nation's warcry summons ! 

Noble cares have come to them. 

Fields of battle lay before them, 

One of war, one, daily life ; 
Some the former, some the latter 

Take, and either means a strife. 

Far and wide these children wander. 
War and peace and daily life, 
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Shade and sunshine, .joy and sorrow, 
Meet them in their onward strife. 

Some have gone to rest forever, 
Care and toil for them now cease ; 

They, beside the heavenly river, 

Chant the ** Welcome Home " of peace. 

One day, to the peaceful village. 
Came a whisper, came again ; 

" Yes, I heard it," said the river. 

And I laughed, and danced, and sang. 

Louder grew the whisper, louder. 
Till through all the town it rolled ; 

As I hurried on my journey, 
Every shrub and tree I told. 

They are coming home, my children, 
My dear boys are coming back ; 

Don your fairest leaves and blossoms, 
Not one thing of beauty lack. 

Wave your branches, waVe your welcome, 
O, ye fields and forests sing ! 

Our old playmates, they are coming. 
All your brightest greetings bring. 

** Welcome home," the river sparkles, 
** Welcome home " the hills reply ; 

" Welcome home, oh, welcome, welcome," 
Sing the meadow, wood, and sky. 
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MEMORIES. 
By D. Gilbert Dexter of Los Angeles, Cal. 

I sit in the shade of the maple 

Again as memory goes back, 
I shall never forget the dear faces — 

Of their forms there never is lack ; 
For they flit through the chambers of fancy, 

I see those I loved in the past, 
I hold them in dearest remembrance, 

While time and eternity last. 

I'm looking way back to the sixties. 

When the boys that put on the blue. 
Were parting from friends and from kindred. 

Some bidding a last fond adieu ; 
I shall never forget it, no, never ! 

Twas a day that tried many a heart, 
Though victory perched on our banners, 

Death came to sever, to part. 

Now peace reigns over the country 

From the north, south, east, and west ; 
May laws that make men more equal 

Be framed the truest and best ; 
Humanity's cause is still pleading. 

For equality 'twixt man and man. 
Bear up the banner of Freedom ! 

Let it be on an enduring plan. 

I wander adown the long vista 

Of years that have grown hoary with age, 

I look in the faces of loved ones, 
I can read them from many a page ; 

I never have ceased to adore you, 

The village, the farms, and the hills — 
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My silence it may have been golden. 
More golden than money in tills. 

I look to the wonderful mountains. 

And see the Old Haystack of yore ; 
I fish from the river and brooklet. 

And all the past beauties adore. 
I live in your beautiful valley 

Again as I lived in the past, 
I stand in the places that knew me, 

A picture that ever shall last. 

I look in the store at the corner. 

Another midway up the street, 
I see so many old faces 

As hands are extended to greet, 
• That I wonder if I am not dreaming. 

The scene is so real, so true. 
And I swear by the God of my fathers, 

I'll never again say adieu. 

I list to the strains of the music 

That comes from the church of my youth, 
I mingle my voice in the anthem, 

And hearken to Orthodox truth. 
I stand at close of the service 

With scholars and teachers in school. 
To teach the sayings of Jesus, 

The doctrine that ever should rule. 

I'd gladly be with you this minute, 

And mingle with friends of my youth. 

Upholding with love and devotion 

The people that stand by the truth — 

There 's no people on earth more devoted. 
And I feel that I shall be missed, 
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As you gather around the dear mother, 
As she bids you good morn and be kissed. 

I cannot come over the Rockies 

To meet you as I would be glad, 
But I send you a throb of my heart pulse. 

And ask you be merry, not sad. 
I trust you will fill up the bumpers 

Of nectar that flows from the spring, . 
And drink to the health of those absent — 

If you think it the j oiliest thing. 

Then forget not the son that is absent, 

Remember his heart throbs for you, 
And he drinks a silent oblation 

To friends that ever are true. 
All Hail ! to the land of my fathers, 

All Hail ! to her glories that shine. 
All Hail ! we'll list the glad chorus, 

The ancient of days, '* Auld Lang Syne." 



THE DISPLAY OF FIREWORKS. 

The evening proved most favorable for the magnificent display 
of fireworks upon the Fair Ground. Several thousand people 
were present and enjoyed the exhibition which was perfedl in 
every detail. Hasten & Wells of Boston furnished the exhibit 
and sent a professional pyrotechnist to superintend the same, 
which was certainly one of the finest ever given in this sedlion. 
• The announcmeent of the display was given by signal guns 
firing heavy detonations that echoed and re-echoed among the 
hills, after which the exhibition was given in the following order : 

1 . Examples of heavy exhibition rockets, displaying meteoric 
showers, Japanese rains, floral bouquets, serpents, etc. 

2. French tourbillions or table rockets, fired in sets of three 
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and five, rings that displayed revolving wheels in ascending and 
descending flights of various colors. 

3. The first design of the display was shown and consisted of 
the " Jet d EaUy or Water Fountain," designed to represent a 
water spout or fountain of fire. It commenced with a caprice 
wheel of crimson fires and changed into a water fountain, throw- 
ing fine spray and silver mist ten to twenty feet high. 

4. Discharge of heavy bombs, shells, etc., from mortars, fill- 
ing the atmosphere with aerial displays of silver rains, golden 
showers, meteoric star mist, colored boquets, and blue and 
golden stars. 

5. Mines and batteries stationed at various parts of the 
exhibition grounds opened up and discharged groups of contort- 
ing serpents, saucissons, and great showers of colored and silver 
fire balls, ascending and descending. 

6. Batteries of heavy exhibition candles fired frorii magazine 
cases displayed purple and gold, crimson and green, and colored 
star jewels within a spray of silver mist and phosphoretic light. 

7. The second design of the display was presented and con- 
sisted of the device called the " Rose of Sharon " which consisted 
of a beautiful representation of this celebrated flower, composed 
of crimson lances with a central circle of yellow and gold. This 
device changed into a revolving sun of dazzling brilliancy and 
extended its rays several feet from the device and expired with a 
grand salute from marooned gerbs. 

8. Golden fountains discharged great sheafs of fire and 
brilliant scintillates of silver flame illuminated the field of adlion. 

9. Artillery shells were exploded in mid air, their detonation 
being heard for miles, like the sudden peal of a thunder clap. 

10. Signal rockets were fired in groups and variety, showing 
aerial displays of willow trees, magnesium lights, streamers, 
Japanese spider, floral bouquets, colored stars and parachutes of 
great beauty. 

1 1. The third design of the exhibit or the ** Labyrinth " was 
next fired and consisted of a series of dazzling circles which 
revolved in rapid gyrations amid bands of gorgeous flame, the 
piece in its center being filled with turning spirals of gold and 
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crimson lance work. In its revolutions wonderful combinations 
of forms and shapes were produced exceedingly puzzling to 
the eye. 

12. Colored Bengolas, owl lights, and colored fire illuminated 
the grounds in the national colors of red, white, and blue. 

13. Mortar guns were fired, throwing up great bomb shells 
five hundred feet high, which dropped earthward showers of 
whistling bombs, willow trees, suns, meteoric stars, purple^ blue 
and golden drops through the air. 

14. The fourth design of the display, the ** Kal^doscope," 
exhibited a wonderful pyrotechnic device so arranged as to move 
in contrary directions, producing an infinite variety of angles, 
figures, forms and shapes. Its intermingling colors of ruby, 
emerald, azure and blue lance fires presented a fire picture most 
beautiful to see. 

15. Spiral rockets, tourbillions, etc., were made to take their 
rotary flight and displayed rings of fire, changeable to different 
colors. 

16. Batteries and mines discharged immense quantities of 
colored fire balls, meteoric showers and squirming serpents that 
exploded with loud reports. 

17. Rocket displays followed, showing changeable lights, 
signals, colored flame clouds, and fire illumination. 

1 8. The fifth design was exhibited and consisted of the device 
called " The Star of America." It was an elaborate national 
device and commenced with a zone of brilliants garnished with 
emerald and crimson jets, star points were developed, interspersed 
with revolving Saxon wheels, within their radius, and before 
expiring a grand salute was heard in honor of the day. 

19. Colored fire and Bengola lights were used to illuminate 
the surroundings in red, green, and white flames. 

20. Golden fountains, mines and batteries were fired in bat- 
teries, filling the atmosphere with floral designs and brilliancy. 

21. Aerial bombs, from battery guns, discharged examples of 
colored bouquet shells, parachute and balloon lights, meteoric 
cloud bursts, colored star showers, and other new combinations 
of the pyrotechnic art. 
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22. A grand flight of rockets from a rocket battery was dis- 
charged at one time which filled the air with a rainbow of light. 

23. Preceding the close of the display a grand illumination 
from Bengolas was made in red, white and blue, showing the 
final design in all its beauty. As this all expired, the grand 
finale of the evening's exhibit was fired, and represented in appro- 
priate colors ** The Shield of Our Union," the national flag, the 
motto of July 4th, and scroll work. Around these designs 
appeared the words, in letters of crimson, silver, and yellow, 
" Wilmfn^on Welcomes Her Sons and Daughters." At the base 
in an entablature the dates 1790- 1890 ; while the piece was under 
fire, batteries, mines, and shells opened up a salute and covered 
the whole with a veil of silver spray. 

24. The day's festivities were brought to a close with the 
motto in silver fire, '* Good Night." 

25. A signal bomb of immense size was discharged which 
awoke the echoes of Wilmington's hills, and the display was 
closed. 



Saturday was spent in social intercourse, in taking rides and 
walks to familiar places which awakened the slumbering memo- 
ries of early days. Some visited old Haystack, while others 
repaired to Raponda, that delightful summer resort which is 
destined to become more and more popular as it becomes better 
known. Some visited the old schoolhouse and play ground 
where happy days were spent in the long ago. Some hastened 
to pay a tribute to the ''old homestead," now in the hands of 
strangers. Many repaired to the village cemeter>' and to the 
other burying places. 

Here rests the sacred ashes of the fathers, mothers, and friends 
of early life. ' And as the various parties sought the places most 
to memory dear, and walked again. upon the soil that gave them 
birth, who can catch in imagination the panorama of thought 
and feeling that must have passed in review as the thousand 
recolleftions of youthful days crowded upon their minds ? Who 
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delineate the varied emotions that such a visit must have devel- 
oped ? While many remained to enjoy the reunion services at 
the several churches on Sunday and to visit for a few days friends 
and early homes, very many, charadleristic of American life, 
exchanged the hasty farewell and were off to distant homes to 
mingle again in the busy scenes of life. 



SERVICES ON SUNDAY, JULY 6TH. 

• 

In the conviftion that many would rejoice in the renewal of 
old religious associations, the pastors of the four churches 
arranged for a day of reunion at each of the respective places of 
worship. The services consisted of historical addresses with 
reminiscences, participated in by both former pastors and mem- 
bers. We subjoin a brief account of each service. 

Services at the Baptist Church. 

The Baptist Church was filled to overflowing at the usual hour 
to hear a sermon from Rev. A. W. Goodnow, who, for about 
twenty years was pastor of this church. Emotions of pleasure 
and of sadness were manifest on the countenances of the audi- 
ence. Friends greeted with joy the scenes of other days and 
many faces were suffused with tears because of vacancies now 
made more apparent. The text was from the Lord's prayer — 
*' Thy kingdom come." The sermon was a lucid and impressive 
setting forth of the nature and reality of the coming kingdom, 
and an earnest call to prepare for it. A happy coincidence 
occurred in this. The pastor, before introducing the preacher, 
requested Mr. E. M. Bruce of Philadelphia to sing a piece of his 
own selection. Mr. Bruce, as if the spirit of the prophets rested 
on him, sung the piece, *' The Coming of His Feet," which 
strange and beautifully voiced the thought of the sermon follow- 
ing. After the benedidlion the feelings pent up though this very 
interesting meetmg found free expression. 

At 5 o'clock the house was well filled again for the social 
reunion service of the occasion. The meeting was led by Pas- 
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tor Spencer, in which ex-pastors Goodnow and Phelps partici- 
pated ; also a large number of the church and visiting friends. 
The one general regret was that the two hours spent together 
were so short. Mr. Bruce rendered several solos in an impres- 
sive manner, and the audience sung with zest a number of choice 
pieces, closing with the hymn, ** Shall We Gather at the River?" 
The reunion services gave great satisfadlion to both pastor and 
people and their impression will long remain. 

Services at the Congregational Church. 

Mr. Lord began by a reference to the language of Nehemiah 
of old, which speaks of his love for Jerusalem as " the place of 
his fathers' sepulchers," then took as a text these words of the 
prophet Zechariah, " Your fathers, where are they ?" 

He said he used this passage merely to introduce the topic of 
the occasion. The first point he made was the exceeding variety 
of changes in the history of thip old church, the great vicissi- 
tudes it passed through, its experience of largeness and small- 
ness, of strength and weakness, beyond anything he ever knew 
in the history of any other church. He made this as a general 
statement to be illustrated in the remarks that followed. Next 
he spoke of the kind of people who settled the town, heretofore 
described as Puritans, and gave as the chief elements of their 
charadler these three, viz.: energy, principle, and piety ; they 
represented the best blood, the best minds, and the richest piety 
of Sudbury, Hard wick, the Deerfield Valley, and other towns 
in Massachusetts, and Mansfield, Conn.; they brought with them 
the best learning, the best culture, and the best usages of the times, 
and these they built into the institution they established here. 
For one thing, this was illustrated in the case of the church 
they organized; from about 1800 to 1820, this was the largest 
church in the County. They began to have regular preaching 
in 1777, and in 1780 they built the first rneeting house of logs; 
this same year too the church was organized and the first pastor 
installed, Rev. Winslow Packard. How long after it was when 
the town erefled the old frame meeting house has not been 
ascertained. 

Then he spoke of three persons, as examples of others, who 
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were prominent in the church and town. Col. Samuel Thomp- 
son, personally known to Mr. Lord, and who had told him the 
story of his life in town, and of his agency in the construction 
of the Brattleboro and Bennington turnpike ; of Lieut. Samuel 
Buell, who was chosen a deacon in 1781, who continued in this 
office probably as long as he lived, and had excellent qualities 
of mind and heart, a man of good judgment because he had a 
well-balanced mind ; and John Flagg, who became a member of 
the church in 1796, was soon chosen a deacon and continued 
such till after 1820. In Mr. Lord's childhood the names of 
Buell and Flagg were household words in his father's family. 
Deacon Flagg was a man of good mind and well cultivated, of 
eminent piety, and a sweet singer, as all the Flaggs have been 
to this day ; he was a natural born leader, an impulsive man 
somewhat like the Apostle Peter of old. This was shown in part 
in what he did at the time of the great disruption in the church. 
In 1 81 8 Rev. HoUis Samson became pastor of the church. 
Heretofore the church invariably had followed the usual custom 
of Congregational Churches then and now of installing a man 
as pastor by the advice and aid of a council ; but Mr. Samson, 
well knowing, doubtless, that he could not sustain an examina- 
tion by a council, proposed another method and was " consti- 
tuted " pastor and leader by a simple vote of the church. This 
course of action on their part was the source of all the evils that 
flowed in upon them afterwards. In 18 19 charges of "Unsound- 
ness in the Faith " were made against Mr. Samson by responsible 
men in the church, and were denied ; then Deacon Flagg came 
forward as the champion and advocate of Mr. Samson and wrote 
a series of thirty articles which were successively week after 
week printed in the newspaper in Brattleboro. When men began 
to tire of these articles, Mr. Samson came out and openly avowed 
himself a Universalist, what seemingly he had been all the 
while, and showing that Deacon Flagg, more than some men, 
lacked the ability to discern truth from error — what the Apostle 
Paul calls " discerning of spirits." Of course Mr. Samson soon 
left the pulpit and took with him as his adherents a few members 
of the church and more than one third of the congregation, and 
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those who went took with them apparently the major part of the 
pecuniary strength of church and society, leaving no strong men 
behind them. Deacon Flagg's name does not appear after 1820. 
Soon after or before Col. Thompson left town, and by 1833 Dea- 
cons David Bliss and John Rice — also Jairus Hall, for so many 
years Town Clerk and Justice of the Peace — had apparently 
gone from town ; here were two sources of strength gone, and 
those who remained were comparatively poor. 

Another source of weakness to the old church and society 
was this : In 1833 the Methodists began to hold meetings in the 
Hollow and drew away the young people of many Congrega- 
tional families. These were good material, and they have been 
strong pillars in that church to this day ; thus in this changed 
form the old church of Wilmington has been, and still is repre- 
sented by at least one half the membership of that church. Still 
another source of weakness was the loss of the old house on the 
Hill as a place of worship ; greater in this case than in any sim- 
ilar case in the County, and greater than atny known case in 
Vermont, or elsewhere. 

In 1828 the first corporate Congregational Society was formed, 
previous to which all business belonging to, and usually tran- 
sadled by a society had been done by the town. The old church 
still worshiped in the old meeting house on the Hill, tho' the 
Universalists occupied it a part of the time, as they had a right 
to do, since everybody in town owned a share in the old house. 
In 1822 the meetings of the " Packardites " — so called — ^began 
to be and were for awhile something of a thorn to the old church. 
In 1832 the society began to agitate the question of building a 
new meeting house, and decided to build down in Mill Hollow, 
as the village was then called, but they did not ere6l it till 1837, 
dedicating it in 06lober. In 1834 the old church began to wor- 
ship one half of the time in the Town Hall down in the village ; 
in 1832 the village on the old Hill, comprising just eight dwell- 
ing houses, a store, and a Masonic Hall, all came down into the 
village where it now is, and in 1837 ^^e covering was all taken 
from the frame of the old meeting house, oxen were 'hitched to 
he frame and drew it over, and everybody in town took what 
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part of the old house they chose and carried it to their homes, a 
part of its beams being built into the mill in the Hollow, and a 
few into the house standing just south of the mill. 

Mr. Lord then spoke of Rev. Mr. Ranney's beginning to 
preach in Wilmington in 1 849, of the formation by him of the 
Union Church in 1850, and of his removal to Brattleboro in 
1854, of the organization of the Union Congregational Church 
in 1855, of the elements composing it, and of some prominent 
persons in it. He described the changes in the different houses 
in which they had worshiped till coming to the one in which they 
were assembled ; he gave as a fa6l the great number of pastor- 
ates there had been in the early and later history of the church, 
dwelling on the case of Rev. Mr. Tobey who came in 1 803 and 
gave rare promise of great usefulness, but died early, beloved 
and lamented by all ; he spoke of the principles and policy of 
the existing church organization, and ended by expressing some 
hopes and desires relating to their future welfare. 

The choir closed the exercises by singing a hymn from their 
hymn book to a melody which a hundred years ago, in social 
meetings and families, used to be sung all over the town, thus 
giving us one relic of the ** olden times " and connefting us 
with them. 

Services at the Methodist Church. 

The spirit of reunion, which had voiced itself in an exuberance 
of hilarity and wholesome demonstration, seemed not suppressed 
but rather hallowed by its reverential display on the Sabbath. At 
the Methodist Church the order of exercises for the entire day 
was executed in harmony with the spirit of the occasion. 

At 1 1 o'clock a large congregation, completely filling the audi- 
ence room, had assembled. Very noticeable was the large 
proportion of former members and attendants, whose faces 
beamed with delight at beholding former pastors and compan- 
ions, or saddened at the memory of those whose places ** know 
them no more forever." Copies of the " Wilmington Methodist," 
a four-page paper issued for the occasion by the pastor, and 
crowded with historical and biographical matter, were distributed 
to every member of the congregation. The paper also contained 
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a complete programme of the day's exercises, with the hymns, 
which were written for the occasion. An organ voluntary was 
followed by the singing of *' Old Hundred," by choir and con- 
gregation. The pastor. Rev. L. P. Tucker, read a seleftion of 
Scripture, and Rev. J. Enright of Weston offered prayer. All 
joined heartily in singing the hymn " Reunion," written by Rev. 
H. Eastman of Jacksonville, a former pastor : 

Tune — Retreat, No, 68 j, Hymnal. 

We gather here for full review, 

In blest Reunion, all as one ; 
To joys express, to strength renew. 

To labor till life's work is done. 

By faith we view, though far away, 

A vast Reunion blessed above ; 
Would emulate in part today. 

The heavenly host with heavenly love. 

'Tis heaven on earth and heaven above. 
With unions here like unions there ; 

And those blest with supernal love, 
A heavenly antepast now share. 

Along on life's eventful way. 

Still let us walk as friend with friend, 

Until the dawning of the day. 
Where blest Reunions never end. 

The first speaker was Rev. J. H. Gaylord of East Long 
Meadow, Mass., pastor from 1870 to 1872. His address was 
largely reminiscent, referring to the delightful impression which 
he received of the town at first acquaintance, to the revival at 
that time in operation, to the pleasure which he had experienced 
at meeting at this time some whom he then welcomed to the 
fellowship of the church. Very gratefully he appreciated the 
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kindly Providence which had watched over him and this Zion, 
very touchingly referred to some who have finished their labors 
and entered into their rest. 

A letter was read from Rev. Moses Spencer of Holton, Kan., a 
native of Wilmington, who was pastor during 1856 and *57. He 
alluded to his first sermon, which was preached in this house, 
to the tender memories of the graves of his kindred in this 
place, regretted his enforced absence, and exhorted all to higher 
ideals and grander endeavor. Another letter from Rev. J. Hamil- 
ton of Northfield, Vt., was also read. It contained appreciative 
recognition of his kindly greeting from heart and home in this 
pastorate, of the three years from 1880 to *82 of mingled pain 
and pleasure, and most eulogistically referred to some who then 
bore the heat and burden of the day for whom, were he present, 
he should be constantly looking, but in vain, for their wofk 
is done. 

At the conclusion of singing Rev. J. Enright, who was pastor 
in 1 864, was introduced, and after saying that he had known 
personally every pastor of the church since 1 844, seven of whom 
are deceased, pertinently raised the inquiry if those who have 
gone before are capable of enjoying a reunion in the other 
world. This question he proceeded to answer affirmatively by 
the most convincing argument, both logical and scriptural. It 
needed nothing further to gain the assent of the audience that 
the conditions for such blessed reunion were love, fellowship 
with God and man, and all admitted the force of his appeal that 
the possession of these graces is the one thing needful. 

The last speaker was the venerable Rev. Dennis Wells, the 
patriarch of the Vermont Conference, who at the advanced age 
of 87 years had braved the inconveniences of a drive from his 
home in Wardsboro expressly to participate in these services. 
He spoke of his pastorate as beginning during the stirring times 
of the War for the Union, which so tried men's souls. He felt 
it a matter of congratulation that the people of this community 
were so pronounced in their loyalt>% and rejoiced that during all 
this unnatural excitement the cause of Zion did not languish. 

The singing of the next hymn was followed by the adminis- 
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tration of the sacrament in charge of Presiding Elder, R. Mor- 
gan of Bellows Falls, who was assisted by all the clergymen 
present. Many former, as well as present communicants, par- 
ticipated in its observance. After a timely and fervent exhorta- 
tion by the Presiding Elder, the services were dismissed by 
the benedi6lion by the pastor. 

At 5 o'clock the people came together again for a love feast in 
charge of Rev. J. H. Gaylord, at which many testified to their 
rejoicing in the faith once delivered to the .saints. 
Services at the Universalist Church. — Sermon by Rev. 

E. W. Pierce. 
Text, Hebrews vii.: 19 : ** For the law made nothing perfect, but 

the bringing in of a better hope did, by the which we draw 

nigh unto God." 
. Dear Friends : — This parish was organized as a working body 
about the year 1830, through the efforts of Rev. Warren Skin- 
ner, who spent most of his time with them until 1834. During 
that time Rev. William S. Ballou also supplied part of the time. 
But Universalism has a prior history in town. Dr. John Pulsifer, 
a physician and merchant, living when the town was on the hill, 
preached Universalism and was so zealous in its behalf that he 
was called the Father of Universalism in Wilmington. In 
Masonic Hall, connedled with his house, was often heard the 
Gospel of the Largest Hope, spoken by preachers whom Dr. 
Pulsifer procured. This was prior to 1 830. 

Another point of history is well established. Rev. Hollis 
Samson, a Congregatiohalist minister settled in town prior to the 
year 1820, preached three sermons which were distinctly Uni- 
versalist in sentiment and argument. For this lapse of faith he 
was obliged to leave his denomination. In 1820 he received the 
fellowship of the Universalist Church at Claremont, N. H. His- 
tory does not say that Mr. Samson remained in Wilmington very 
long as a preacher of the new faith. It is said though, that he 
was preaching and doing a good work in New York State in 1 822. 
Some twenty influential men retired with Rev. Mr. Samson, the 
descendants of whom are actively identified with this parish. 
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Rev. Hosea Faxon Ballou, son of Father Ballou, was called 
to the pastorate in 1834, serving the parish for two long terms, 
from 1834 to 1843; from 1857 ^o 1872. During the first pas- 
torate of Elder Ballou the present church edifice was erefted. 
It was dedicated on the 31st of December, 1835, Rev. Warren 
Skinner giving the sermon of dedication, from Acts v.: 20. Gen. 
Flagg led the singing on that occasion. 

Rev. J. W. Bailey succeeded Elder Ballou and was its pastor 
from 1 843 to 1 849 inclusive. During his pastorate the church 
was organized and the communion observed, at which time some 
twenty-seven persons received the fellowship, two thirds of whom 
were baptized in the Deerfield River. The Sunday School was 
also organized during his ministry. A conference and prayer 
meeting was held weekly and did much to build up the society. 

From 1850 to 1855 R^v. Orren Perkins was pastor. From 
1855 to 1856 Rev. Jeremiah Gifford was settled here. 

From this time to 1872 Elder H. F. Bajlou was again its pas- 
tor, or until ill health and advanced age compelled him to retire 
from the ministry. From 1870 or 1872 to 1871 or 1874 — ^there 
seems to be a discrepancy in the records — Rev. John E. Daven- 
port supplied the pulpit or until the settlement of Rev. William 
N. Barber, who served the parish some fourteen years. From 
the expiration of Brother Barber's pastorate to my settlement in 
May, 1888, the pulpit was supplied by students from Tuft's 
Divinity School. B. G. Russell, about six months ; Lee H. 
Fisher, now of Monson, Mass., some eighteen months ; I. C. 
Tomlinson of Arlington, Mass., through one vacation. The 
present pastor is Rev. Edwin W. Pierce, who has the neighbor- 
ing parish in Jacksonville under his charge. The space allotted 
me will not permit any separate reference to the charadler of her 
pastors. I may say this : 

It has been the good fortune of this parish to have men of 
influence and standing in the denomination as settled pastors ; 
men of charafter as preachers, as sermonizers, who have added 
dignity and honor to the faith. It has been her good fortune to 
listen to such men as M. B. Newell, Father Hosea Ballou, ist, 
Hosea Ballou, 2nd, or Dr. Ballou, the founder of Tuft's College, 
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Moses Ballou, S. P. Skinner, Otis Skinner, Moses Ballou, Will- 
iam S. Balch, and Charles Woodhouse. 

The Sunday School has had for superintendents, Rev. Orren 
Perkins, Mrs. Esther S. Forbes, Edward Titus, Mrs. Charles F. 
Boyd, the daughter of Elder Barber, who held the position for 
a long term ; E. A. Willard, Jr., Hosea Mann, Jr., Mrs. Hosea 
Mann, Jr., Leslie W. Boyd, and Miss Martha Lawton, the present 
superintendent. 

An efficient agent in the work of the parish is the Ladies 
Social Circle, of whom Mrs. J. H. Kidder is the president. This 
Society has had a long career and has contributed greatly to the 
welfare of the parish and Sunday School. At present both 
Society and Sunday School are enjoying a remarkable degree of 
prosperity — may it prove lasting — wherein the many who are 
in harmony with the sentiments of our faith may come into 
adlive fellowship with the parish. 

REPORT OF THE SOCIAL MEETING AT 5 P. M. 

Text, Psalm cxxii.: i : *' I was glad when they said unto me, let 

us go into the house of the Lord." 

Rev. E. W. Pierce gave a brief address, for this meeting was 
intended to be a Conference meeting. Remarks were made of a 
helpful, feeling nature by the Childs Brothers, Asaph, Rollin, 
and Fred ; and by Mr. Lamb of New Haven Ct., and Charles 
F. Boyd. They spoke of the men and women, their fathers and 
mothers, who had worshiped in the church, who had sacrificed 
for their beloved faith, and remembered with filial gratitude the 
parents who had led them into the church and into the Sunday 
School to receive the helpful, inspiring instruction of the Gospel 
of a loving, impartial Deity. 

Mr. F. A. Flagg and Byron Stone spoke of the influence of 
Universal ism upon the every day life as a power that tended to 
broaden and deepen human sympathies, and unite man and man 
as brothers. 

Rev. Mr. Pierce read letters from Rev. Joy Bishop of Delphos, 
Kan., one of oiir old ministers, who over forty years ago preached 
here and in the neighboring towns, and from Rev. W. N. Bar- 
ber now of Granby Centre, N. Y. 
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The hymns sang in this meeting were those our fathers and 
mothers sang many years ago — hymns that never grow old 
because of the sentiment they contain : " Come, Thou Almighty 
King," " The Morning Light is Breaking," ** Coronation," and 
*' Antioch." Choir and congregation united in the singing of 
praise to God. Before the singing of " Coronation," the closing 
piece, at the suggestion of a visiting friend of the parish, a col- 

le<5lion was taken up amounting to 1^19.50, which was applied to 

« 

the Repair Fund. 

The general expression of those present was this : *' We have 
had some good meetings today, which have been a fitting end- 
ing to the exercises of our reunion week. We regret that there 
were not more of your people present to enjoy the services 
with us." 



MILITARY HISTORY. 

Col. Haskins, in his '* Historical Address," expresses the wish 
that the military history of the town be written and published 
by some one ; in furtherance of this idea the compiler of these 
pages has endeavored to obtain information with regard to the 
soldiers from Wilmington who served in the War of the Revo- 
lution, 1 81 2, or in the Mexican War. It was hoped that much 
information could be gained from the official records in the office 
of the Adjutant General at Montpelier. The following letter, 
however, shows the impossibility of so doing : 

Montpelier, Vt., July 18, A. D. 1890. 
C. M, Russell, Esq., Wilmington , Vt.: 

Sir: — In reply to yours of the loth, am obliged to tell you 
that there are no records whatever of the Mexican War. The 
records of the Wars of the Revolution and of 1 8 1 2 are very 
meagre, not connected and very difficult to get at If you could 
give us the names of soldiers who served from that town, we 
might be able to give you some information from pay rolls, but 
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it is quite impossible to find them out. Have been endeavoring 
to do so and am sorry to disappoint you. 

Respeflfully, T. S. Peck, 

Adjutant and Inspeflor General. 

The followmg information has been kindly furnished by Henry 
B. Pierce, Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in 
regard to the military service of Jonathan Childs, father of Adna 
B. Childs': 

Volume XII., page 157. 
** A Roll of Captn. Elisha Jackson's Company who marched 
from Westminster in the County of Worcester to Cambridge at 
the Alarm of the 19th. April 1775 and joined Colo Asa Whit- 
combs regt. but did not enlist into the Army." Jona. Child 
private, served S}4 days. 

Volume XVIII., page 214. 

" A Muster Roll of Captain Samuel Dexters Militia Company 
in Colo Learnards Regiment from Hardwick New Brantery & 
Oakham for their travil from and to home at one penny a mile 
Roxbury Camp Janruy A D 1776." Jonathan Childs of Hard- 
wick private. 

Volume XX., page 218. 

" A Continantel pay Roll of Capt. Thos Lords Company in 
Col. Job Cushings Regt of Melitia from the State of the Massa- 
chusetts bay including the time to return home.*' (County of 
Worcester.) (** at ye taking General Burgoyne 1777") Jona Childs 
private, ** Date of Engagement Sept ist Date of discharge Novr 
30 " served 3 months and 5 days. 

Volume XXVIII., page 136. 

'* A List of the Men Procured from the County of Worcester 
in the State of the Massachusetts Bay for the term of Nine 
Months from the time of their Arival at Fish Kills." (1778?) 
Jona Child Col. Convers regiment Capt. Robinson's company. 
Age 22 height 6 feet dark complexion 

Volume XXXIII., page 530. 

Descriptive Roll no date. Jonathn Childs of Hardwick, age 
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22, Capt. Robinson's company Col. Convars regiment height 6 
feet dark complexion. 

Volume XLI., page 350. 
** A Muster Roll of the Men raised by the County of Wor- 
cester for the Term of Nine Months from their arival at Fish 
Kill to fill the several Battallion Raised by the State of Massa- 
chusetts Bay agreeable to a Resolve of the General Court of the 
20th (April) 1778." Jonathan Child private of Hardwick. 

Volume XLII., page 32. 
Jonathan Childs, *' Six feet high 22 years old Dark Compl " 
Inlisted for nine months after his arrival at Fish Kill, into Capt. 
Denison Robinson's company, Hardwick May the i6th 1778 in 
accordance with an acSl of the General Court of April 1778. 

Volume XLV., page 283. 
List of names, no date. Jona Childs of Hardwick, Capt. 
Pages Company mustered for nine months in the Continen- 
tal Army, 

Volume XLIX., page 126. 
*' A Roll or List of the mens Names in Captain Samuel Dex- 
ters Company in Colo Learnards Regt. Roxbury Camp Janury 
^77^-' Jonathan Child private. 

Volume LL, No. 33. 
*' Capt Bemis Company in ye Regt of foot Commanded by 
Coll Asa.Whitcomb. 1775. (Gun Roll) Jonathan Child private. 

Volume LVL, page 149. 
" Return of Capt Edmund Bemis comp. Col Asa Whitcombs 
regiment." Jonathan Childs. private enlisted at Westminster. 
Service equivalent to 8 months 1775. 

The following has been furnished by A. A. Butterfield of Jack- 
sonville, Vt., it being a copy of the records of the old militia 
company of which his father, E. T. Butterfield, was captain : 

May 6, 1 794. Then met for the purpose of Chusing oflficers 
and Made Choice of Lt. Jona Childs Capt by a majority of 54 
Then Made Choice of Ensign Samuel Thompson Lt by a major- 
ity of 43 then Made Choice of 3rd Sergt Oliver Easton Ensign 
by a majority of 3 Then proceeded to Vew Armies & aquip- 
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ments and found By Examination 20 guns 10 Bayonets 6 Cat- 
rage boxs 6 Pim wires 6 Brushes. 

May 3, 1796. Then met agreeable to warning for the purpose 
of Vewing Armes and aquipments and by Examination found 
26 guns 1 7 Bayonets 1 7 Catrage box 1 5 Priming wire 1 5 Brushes 
2 Napsac After this we proceeded to the Choice of a third and 
fourth Corpriels and Made Choice of Ebnz Kilby 3 Corpriel 
made choice of Levi Boyd 4th Corpll Then after some menu- 
vers Dismest. 

Sept 14, 1797. then met agreeable to Warning for the pur 
pose of Company Desapline & Exercised acording to orders and 
after this we proceeded to the Choice of a forth Corpll and 
made Choice of Samual Livermore and then Dismist. 

February 12, 1798. Then met agreable to orders for the pur- 
pose of furnishing out those men required by act of Congress 
& then proceeded to fill up Vakence in the Company & made 
Choice of Jona Flagg thurd Sargt Levi Boyd forth Sargt & Ira 
Lock thurd Corpll John Daviss forth Corpl, Levi Boyd and John 
Daviss hunted out Sargt Corpl ; private James Ball Henery 
Chandler Gates Doty Jedediah Forster Elisher Toby Daniel 
Lincoln Solomon Stevens turned out Vollendary as Minnet men 
and then Desmist. 

June 4, 1799. then met agreeable to Warning at 9 Oclock in 
the morning for Company Revew and to Chuse an Ensign and 
other officers found Wanting in Sd Company and first proceeded 
to Vew thear arms and by examination found 35 guns 25 Bayo- 
nets 21 Cartredge boxs 14 Priming wires 14 Brushes W Wilders 
Napsack. after this made Choice of Sargt Watson Freeman for 
their Ensign Enoch Winslow for their 4 Sargt. and Timothy 
Flagg for theair 4 Corpl and after some menuvers Desmist. 

Watson Freeman Ordarly Sargt. 

July 10, 1799. then met agreeable to warning for the purpose 
of Chuesing Officers and made choice of Lt. Saml Thompson 
Capt. Ensign Watson Freeman Lieut and Sergt. Jonathan Flagg 
Ensn the officers then appointed Sergt Levi Boyd orderly Sergt. 
then chose Samuel Livermore 3 Sergt & Ira Lock 4th Sergt. 
James Williams Jr 3d Corporal & Silas Hamelton 4th Corpl. 
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Hiram Petty Drummer & Artemus Bill Fifer and after taking 
some Refreshments Desmist without day. 

Levi Boyd Orderly Sergt. 

Oct the 1st, 1799. Then met agreeable to warning at nine 
Oclock in the morning and attended to some manuvers then we 
voted that the Drumers and fifers Suld find their own Drums and 
fifes and then Dismisd. Levi Boyd Orderly Sergt. 

June 3, 1 800. Then met agreeable to Warning at nine Oclock 
in the morning for the purpose of a Company Revew of arms 
and by a careful examination found 36 guns 27 Bayonets 27 
Belts 63 flints 3 Priming wires 30 Brushes 28 Cartredg Boxs, 31 
Napsacks After this we proceeded to the choice of a fourth 
Corporel and made choice of John Dix fourth Corporl then after 
some manoevers Dismist. 

Atest Levi Boyd Orderly Sergt. 

Augut 4, 1 800. then met agreeable to Warning at one oclock 
in the afternoon to eleft officers and Made Choice of Lieut Wat- 
son Freeman Capt. and Sergt Levi Boyd Lieut, and Sergt Enoch 
Winslow Ensign, the officers appointed Sergt. Samuel Livermore 
Orderly Sergt. then chose Timothy Flagg 3d Sergt. and Meli- 
tiah Ware 4th Sergt then chose Philow Castle 4th Corporel then 
chose Isah Davis Drummer and Ezra Long fifer and after taking 
some refreshments Dismest. Atest. 

Sept 17, 1800. Then met agreeable to the above Mentioned 
Warning and after the Company was Paraded and the Roll 
Calld we proceeded to the choice of a 4th Corpl And Made 
Choice of James Boyd we then finished the day according to 
orders from Capt Freeman. 

Attest Saml Livermorl Orderly Sergt. 

[There is now on the roll — officers, 3 ; Sergts., 4 ; Corpls., 4 ; 
Drummers, 3 ; Fifers, 3 ; Privates, 58. There appeared at this 
training, officers, 3 ; Sergts., 4 ; Corpls., 4 ; Drummers, 3 ; Fifers, 
2; Privates, 41.] 

Sept. 23, 1800. Then Met agreeable to the above mentioned 
order on the Regimental Parade in Marlboro and by calling the 
Roll we found that appeared to do duty i Capt i Lieut, i Ensign 
4 Sergt 3 Corpl. 3 Drumers i Fifer & 32 Privates. We then 
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went forward in the Regiment Past the Review preformed a few 
Menoevers by order of Col Bullock drawed our Rum and were 
Dismist. Attest Saml Livermore Orderly Sergt. 

[Tisdale Winslow was chosen Lieutenant March 18, 1801.] 

June 1 , 1 802. Then Met agreeable to orders for the purpose 
of Viewing armes and aquipments and by examination found 3 
Swoards, 3 Espoon 68 guns 50 Bayonet 34 Bayonet belts, 50 
flints 48 Priming wire 49 Brushes 46 Cartradge box. after this 
the officers Md Choice of Timothy Flagg for their orderly Sergt. 
Meletiah Wares for their second Sergt. then Made Choice of 
John Dix 3 Sergt Philoe Castle 4 Sergt Ezra Long 2 Corpl Danl 
Buel 3 Corpl Noah Arms 4 Corpl then after some menavers 
Dismist. 

Sept. 13, 1802. Then met at the Company Parade at the 
Meeting house in Wilmington under the Command of Ensign 
Enoch Winslow Convd for the purpose of Elefting A Capt and 
Lieut and Made Choice of Ensi Enoch Winslow Capt. Sergt 
Timothy Flagg Lieut Sergt Meletiah L. Ware Ensn and then the 
officers Made Choice of Sergt John Dix to serve as their Orderly 
Sergent then Desmised. 

June 7, 1803. Then Met at the Comp Parade for A revew of 
arms and Equipments and by A Careful ^Examination found 3 
Swords 3 Espontoons 60 guns 52 Bayonets 40 Bant Belts 96 
Flints 53 Priming wares 53 Brushes 46 Cartrage Boxes, there is 
now on the Roll 3 Committioned officers i ord Sergt 3 Sergts 
4 Corpls 3 Drums 5 Fifers 91 Privates. 

John Dix Orderly Sergent. 

Taken by Captain Winslow of Such Delinqunts as appeared 
without being arquiped according to Law, on Tuesday the 7th 
dy of June 1 803 that belong to the Standing Militia in Wilming- 
ton, A Fine according to the following statement 

From Corpl Longs Action 32 cents for appearng without a 
Bayonet Belt & Cartrage box & flints From Sergt Philow Castle 
24 cents Taken from Samuel Ball 16 cents for the Amercement 
of Two articles viz A Bayonet & Belt. From John Cummings 
16 cents for the Amercement of a Belt & Flint 

From Samuel Dix 8 Cents for a Belt From Solomon Ewen 16 
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Cents for appearing without a Bayonet & Belt. From Nahan 
Forster Jr 24 Cents for appearing without a Bayonet Belt & 
Flints From Daniel Lincoln 40 Cents for appearing without any 
article but A poor Gun. From John Laurence 24 Cents for 
appearing with A Bayonet Belt and Catradge Box From Oliver 
Morgan 8 Cents for appearing without a Catredge box. From 
Roswold Nettleton 16 Cents for appearing without A Belt and 
Catradge box. From David Rugg 24 Cents for appearing with- 
out a Bayonet Belt and Catradge Box Abner Spencer was amerced 
in 16 Cents for appearing without A Bayonet & Belt Simeon 
Tyler 24 Cents for appearing without a Belt Priming ware & 
Brush ane Catredge bx Wm Titus 8 Cents for appearing without 
A Catredge box Ariel Ware in 24 Cents for appearing without 
Belt Flint and Caredge box. John Dix Orderly Sergt. 

Jepththa Lyman was Amerced in A Fine of 16 Cents for 
appearing without A Bayonet Belt and Cartrage box. 

Wilmington, June 7, 1803. 

June 5, 1804. Eli Crosby Daniel Lincoln Perious Lincoln 
Abner Spencer Charles Wait Fined. 

Wilmington, May 31,1 804. Then met at Landlord Spiers in 
said town those persons who are Complaining to be inspefled by 
and receive Cirtificates from under the hand of Benjgmin Mor- 
gan Surgeon and Samuel Richardson S Mate viz John Bates, 
Leonard Dix, Moses Daviess, Moses Tyler, Thomas Fox, Bar- 
neybas Hastings, Wm Morgan, Roswell Nettleton, Benevolent 
Stevens, Certifying that those persons herein discribed are unable 
to do Melitary Duty for this present year. 

Attest John Dix Orderly Sergt. 

July 10, 1805. Meletiah Wareelefted Lieut. John Dix elected 
Ensign Philo Castle appointed orderly Sergt Samuel Dix chose 
3d Corp James Corse chose 4 Corp 

June 4, 1805. Thomas Cutler Jr 4th Sergt Winslow Bruce 
4 Corpl 

Aug. 27, 1805. First called Infantry. Meletiah Ware elected 
Capt John Dix elected Lieut Elijah Allis elefted Ensign Silas 
Axtell elefted 4 corp 
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June 3, 1 806. Chose James Forster and Ephraim Titus Drum- 
mers Chose Abijah Petty and Jonas Choten Fifers. 

Qct. 7, 1806. Chose Samuel Dix 4th Sergt. Joel Bartlett 3 
corpl Benjamin Hartwell 4 corpl 

June 2, 1807. Chose John Dix Capt Elijah AUis Lieut 
Thomas Cutler Ensign Silas Axtel 4th Segt Ethan Smith 3 Corp 
Julius Avoield 4 Corp 

June 15, 1807. Obed Dickinson Fifer 

April 27, 1808. Silas Axtel Ensign Joel Bartlett 3 Sergt 
Ethan Smith 4 Sergt David Witt i Corpl Lucius Haskell 2 Corpl 
Russell Morgan 3 Corpl Jonth Temple 4 Corpl John Danforth 
C)rummer 

June 7, 1808. David Witt 4 Sergt Oziah Smead 4 Corp 

February 9, 1 809. then drafted those men that are herein 
mentioned Ethan Smith Serg. Privates Elijah Allen John Bagg 
Moses Hill Silas Petty David Rug Josiah Stearnes Charley Shel- 
don James Smith Jr Arial Ware Jonathan Haskins Jr 

June 12, 1809. Chose Jonathan bassett 4 corp 

Aug. 24, 1809. Chose Silas Axdil Capt John Bages Ensn 
Lucus Hurkel 4 Sergt Ozias Dix 4 Corp 
Oct. 3, 1809. Russel Morgan 4 Sergt James G Hervod 4 Corp 

July 5, 181 1. Next meeting Chose Joel Bartlett Ensign Ozias 
Dix 2 Sergt Thomas Wilson 4 Sergt Erastus Write 3 Corp 
Spencer Alvord 4 Corp 

June I, 1 81 3. Chose Erastus Wright 4 Sergt Plina Shadock 
2 corp Moses C. Cummings 3 corp James Smith 4 corp 

June 7 1 814. Chose Levi N. Goode 3 Sergt Origen Packard 
4 Sergt Moses Hastings Jr 3 Corp Lewis Cutting 4 Corp 

Wilmington, Feb. 9, 181 5. Then met agreeable to order fm 
Cap Silas axdell and the aquipments were examined and were 
commanded to hold ourselves rediness march at a moments 
warning and were dismist. 

Attest Thomas Wilson Ordly Serg. 

Chose Thomas Haskell 4 Corp 

June 6, 1 81 5. Chose Thomas Wilson Lieut. Levi P Good- 
ale Ensgn Moses Hastings & Thomas Haskell Serg Levi Lamb 
David Winslow Daniel Dix Lester Ray corps 
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Oct. 3, 1 815. Chose Lieut Thomas Wilson captain Ensign 
Levi P. Goodale Lieut Joab Young Ensign Corpriel Daniel Dix 
Serg. Zerah Barrows Corpriel 

June 4, 1 816. Chose Sergt Origen Packard Ensign Cop David 
Winslow 2d Sergt Solomon H. Hill Homer Swift corpl. 

June 3, 1 81 7. Chose Zerah Barrows Sergt Asaph Parmele 
Stephen Forbes copl. 

Oct. 7, 1 817. Chose Sergt Thomas Haskell Ensign Otis 
Alvord Sergt Manning Boyd Horatio Flagg corpl 

June 2, 1 81 8. Chose Corpl Stephen Forbes Segt 

attest Daniel Dix Orderly Sergeant. 

July 6, 1 81 8. Chose Lieut Levi P. Goodale Capt Ensign 
Thomas Haskell Lieut Serj Daniel Dix Ensgn Manning Boyd 4 
Serj John S. Flagg John Averil cops 

Sept. 17, 1 81 8. Corp John S. Flagg 4 Seg Alanson Ray 
corporal 

Feb. 28, 1820. Chose Lieut Thomas Haskell capt. Ensgn 
Daniel Dix Lieut Segt Zerah Barrows Ensign Corporal Samuel 
Crosby Segt 

' June 6, 1820. Chose George Fox 3 copl Senacha Swift 4 
corpl June 5, Harvy W White 3d corp 

Sept 21, 1 82 1. Chose Zerah Barrows Leut James M Boyd 
Ensign Senecha Swift 4 Sergt Jestus Dix 3 corpl Sylvester Smth 
4 corpl 

May 16, 1822. Chose Philo Castle Capt by a hndsome major- 
ity after 4 trials. 

Sept. 30, 1822. Chose Rufus Stearns 2d corpl Andrew Hunt 
3d corpl Horace Fox 4 corpl 

1823, June 3rd. This day met agreeable to orders for review 
and enspection on the old parade ground & also for the purpose 
of ele<5ling a Lieu — and filling all other vacancies and after con- 
siderable trouble made choyce of Ensgn James M Boyd Lieu & 
Sargent S Crosbee ensign & Harvey W White fth Seg. & Waters 
Gillett forth corpl 

Attest Samuel Crosbee Orderly Serg. 

October 6th, 1823. Then met according to Warning at nine 
oclock A. M. and proceeded vacancies in the board of non com 



1 82 Wilmington Reunion. 

missioned officers ist Chose Rufus Stearns 4th Sargeant 2d 
Chose Enoch Haskens third corporal, also Chose Anthony 
Stetson fourth Corporal. Then proceded to Manoevre But Oh ! 
tempore Mores What a combination of Hobgoblins Snakes 
toads & dung worins The Ensign utters his ignorent designs & 
the soldiers cry we are turned wrong side out — Thus after many 
feeble and fruitless efforts concluded for the present to call it an 
unprofitable Job. and warned them to appear on the same ground 
on the fourteenth instant at twelve oclock at noon — the company 
were then dismissed and staggard from the ground. 

John S. Flagg Orderly Serg. 

[Some one has interlined before the word ** staggard " the word 
" I." A. A. B.] 

October 14, 1823. Met according to Warning and passed 
through some manouvers with a considerable design of decency 
and regularity. Were regaled with cherry and desmissed 

John S Flagg Orderly Serg. 

Wilmington, June i, 1824. Met according to orders from 
Capt Philo Castle on the Usual Parade ground near the Meet- 
ing house for an anual review and Dicipline reviewed. Dismissed* 
and went to Capt Benjamin Banneles took Dinner — 3 oclock 
called the company together again and proceeded to make Choice 
of two Seargents made choice of Corpl Enoch Haskens as third 
Seargeant and Justus Dix as fourth Seargant with fuss and jan- 
gle then Dismised till Sept next for aught I know or care. 

Attest Seneca Swift Orderly Serj. 

Wilmington, Sept. 25, 1824. By order of Capt Philo Castle 
the Company met this day at Timothy Wilcox 

Oct. I, 1824. By order of Capt Philo Castle the company 
met this day on the usual parade near the old Gospel Shop at 
twelve oclock at noon. Paraded Called the Roll Manuvered A 
spell and then proceeded to Make Choice of four corporals Made 
choice of William Titus Junr ist William Easton 2d Pomroy 
AUis 3d James Ball fourth corporal then Dismissed Made Choice 
of Sylvester Smith 4th Sergent at same time 

Attest Seneca Swift O. Serj. 
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Oct. 6, 1 824. Met at Capt Salmon Hunts in Halifax at six 
oclock in the morning for Regimental Review and inspection, 
found the equipments Better than they were in June, it rained as 
if they had A fresh hand hold of the sieve. Dismissed by four 
oclock and cleared out Attest Seneca Swift O. Serj. 

Per order of the general for the purpose of Making A Lieu- 
tenant Made choice of Ensign Samuel Crosbee Lieut & Serg 
Seneca Swift Ensign & Enoch Burt fourth Sergeant Stimulated 
cherry & Dismissed & appointed Rufus Stearns Ordl. Sergeant 
& qualified him as such. Also read an order from the Colol. 
to meet at Timothy Wilcox's the 29th day of present Month for 
Battalion Exercises. 

Sept. 20, 1825. Seneca Swift Ordl. 

Sept. 21, 1825. Then met at nine oclock in the morning 
agreeable to warning for the purpose of company exercise. 
Rufus Green Spencer Alvord Henry Esterbrooks and Samuel 
Presson volunteered their service as Corporels and were excepted 
as such by the commissioned officers Also appointed William 
Eason as their fifth Sergant Attest Rufus Sears O Seg. 

May 15, 1826. Chose Samuel Crosbee Corpl Seneca Swift 
Lieut Stephen P. Flagg Ensign Justus Dix first Seg. Samuel W. 
Knap secnd Seg. Lachus Timpson first corp Justin Morgan 
secnd corpl 

Sept. 9, 1 828. Chose Wm Stearns 3 Sergt Snow Brown 4 Sergt 
C. Nelson A Boyd C Ball Warner Bowker Corporals 

Feb. 18, 1829. Chose Justus Dix Ensign Chester Nelson 4 
Seg Benjamm^Ray 4 corp John Uphm Ord Segt. 

Sept. 17, 1829. Chose Seneca Swift Copl. J Dix Lieut J Up- 
hum Ensign William Steans Snow Brown Chester Nelson Abra- 
ham Boyd orderly Segts Warren Bowker Benj Ray Isaac Lincoln 
2d Horris Rugg Corp. 

March 27, 1830. Chose Justus H Dix Capt. Samuel Stanley 
Lieut Jonas Liscom 4 Serj. Horace Stearns 3 Corp George C 
Wilder 4 Corp 

June 7, 1 83 1. Chose George C Wilder 2d Serg Warren Bow- 
ker 3 Serg Timothy Ferrel 4 Serg Gardner C Miller i cop Tru- 
man Moore 2d cop Abraham Boid 3 cop Schuyler Ware 4 cop 
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Oct. 29, 1 83 1 . Chose George C Wilder Ensign 

March 18, 1832. Chose Saml G. Stanley Capt. George C 
Wilder Lieut. Heman Boyd Ensign. 

[Alfred Titus appears to be Lieutenant but how he got there 
does not appear. A. A. B.] 

March 15, 1833. Chose Heman Boyd Capt Alfred Titus 2d 
Leut John F Field Serj John Ferrell 3 corpl Newland Deneson 
4 corpl. 

[Elias Keith appears to be Orderly Sergeant.] 

June 5, 1833. Chose Alfred Titus ist Lieut John W Ferrell 
2d Lieut W M Mitchell 2 Serg Arvine Boyd 3d Serg Bencill 
Boyd 4 Serg Merandus Rugg ist corp Harlow Boyd 2 corp 

[I have seen further minutes somewhere but what has become 
of them I do not know. I find this however. A. A. B.] 

Wilmington, Oct. 10, 1838. Then Met at Mill Hollow and 
Made Choice of S. F. Harris Capt and he declined Serving but 
the Gen. Made him accept of his Commission and then discharged 
him. Chose Geo. Hubbard ist Lieut and Ezra T. Butterfield 
2d Lieut. 

June, 1840. Ezra T. Butterfield was Capt. Geo C. Hubbard 
was 1st Lieut Philo Castle 2nd was 2nd Lieut. Lorenzo Childs 
Orderly Sergt. 

[Perhaps I could give the whole company at or about that 
time. It was then the first Battallion Company, 27th Regiment.] 

The War of the Rebellion. 

Roman history recounts the fa£l that when Cincinnatus was 
laboring in the field he heard the call of his empire for his ser- 
vices, and leaving his plow to rust in the furrow, he hastened to 
obey the demand made upon him. 

But what was true of that one Roman was true of thousands 
and hundreds of thousands of the patriotic men who filled the 
ranks of the Union Army in the days of '6i-*65. 

Today we are borne back in memory to that April morn when 
the sudden roar of cannon came rolling up from the South and 
the call to arms rang through the land. Nearly one third of a 
century has elapsed and the babe of that day is now the matured 
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man or woman. Yet we remember, as though it were but yes- 
terday, the thrilling scenes which transpired when the civil war 
broke forth. Remember ! No one who lived at that time can ever 
forget those days for the world has never seen a parallel to that 
patriotic uprising. There was no community, however remote, 
that did not feel the waves of the rising storm ; no individual 
that was not moved by the commotion of its sounding depth. 

Old cradles of liberty rocked again with the eloquence of sons 
on whom the fathers' mantle had fallen ; the souls of the ancient 
dead seemed to be awakened from their honored resting places 
and the spirits of ancestral worthies walked among the people. 
The streets of towns and cities echoed to the tramp of marching 
soldiers. Flags flashed upon the breeze, swinging out from 
lofty masts and steeples while their stars glowed anew from the 
azure in which they floated. 

A common impulse welds all hearts ; a common cause levels 
all ranks. Frost of age and bloom of youth march side by side. 
Farewells are waved from curtained window and cottage door, 
unuttered blessings tremble on blanched lips as brave men break 
from womanly arms. Mothers, wives, sisters, daughters, look 
through tearful eyes until dear ones are out of sight. 

It was a freemen's rally and its floating banners bore one sen- 
timent, " The Republic shall never be destroyed by the hands of 
traitors." It was left for the American citizen soldier to proclaim, 
and for a watching world to bear witness, that the grandest 
armies that ever rallied around a standard marched out under 
an American sky, upon American soil, not for lucre or for lust 
of power, but for liberty; not to subjugate Americans, but to 
unfetter Americans ; not for fame, but for freedom ; not for con- 
quest, but for union and the eternal rights of man. 

No warriors of ancient fame more heroic than these. Sing if 
you will of Spartan heroism, of the heroes of Leonidas, or of a 
Curtius who plunged into the chasm to show his love for his 
country ; no self sacrifice has the world ever shown greater than 
that exhibited by those who faced flaming death for their beloved 
land. Unworthy are we, upon whom the sui\ of peace and 
prosperity now shines, and over whom now floats the glorious 



1 86 Wilmington Reunion. 

flag of this great free country, of the names of true citizens if 
we fail to honor the men who made possible our greatness and 
our freedom. 

Vermont was not slow to feel the generous enthusiasm of the 
hour and to take her part in the struggle. The love of moun- 
taineers for liberty has often been celebrated, has been witnessed 
to in many a bloody conflift of the old world. It spoke out 
again in the rally in behalf of that precious Union, to which 
Vermont, though tardily admitted a hundred years ago, has 
always been devotedly attached. 

With a grand list as a basis of taxation in 1861 of ;^970,690, 
a population of 315,116, aud an enrolled militia of 36,680, the 
State furnished 34,238 men at an expense of ;^9,o87,353.40, or 
more than nine hundred cents upon each dollar of the grand 
list. We do not mention these facts boastfully, but of such a 
record every person identified with the State of Vermont has 
reason to be proud. 

On Saturday, April 13th, 1861, the intelligence reached Wil- 
mington that Fort Sumter had been fired upon in Charleston 
Harbor ; then it was that our town, like all towns and cities 
throughout the loyal North, was moved with excitement the 
most intense. Each day of the succeeding week brought addi- 
tional news and every other subjefl sank into insignificence in 
contemplation of the impending conflicSl. Saturday evening, 
April 20th, brought an account of the mobbing of the Sixth 
Massachusetts in their passage through Baltimore and at once a 
notice was given that a public meeting would be held at the 
Town Hall on Monday evening (22nd). The Hall was crowded 
with excited people and many patriotic speeches were made and 
only one thought, one sentiment filled every mind. 

A second meeting was held on Monday evening, April 29th, 
and the Hall was filled as before and, perhaps, its walls never rang 
to more eloquent and impassioned words than on that occasion. 
There were no party lines, no creeds, no isms. Personal likes 
and dislikes, petty jealousies and animosities were forgotten and 
the mighty question of the hour was the one engaging theme. 
Upon motion of Rufus G. Bowker books were opened for enlist- 
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ments and some eight or ten names were subscribed ; but it was 
thought best to await the a<5lion of the Legislature which had 
been convened upon the 25th by Governor Fairbanks and it was 
held that the enlistments made at this time were not binding ; 
but all, or nearly all, of those who placed their names on the 
roll that evening subsequently became soldiers in the Union 
Army. Meanwhile the Legislature had adjourned, having passed 
an aft authorizing the organization and equipment of seven regi- 
ments, giving to each private $*] per month in addition to the ;^i 3 
offered by the Goverment and appropriating ;^ 1,000,000 for war 
expenses. 

FLAG RAISING. 

On Saturday afternoon, May 4th, two beautiful flags made by 
the patriotic ladies of the town were unfurled to the breeze in 
the village — oiie suspended across West Main Street from the 
Hotel, and the other from the steeple of the Methodist Church 
to a lofty mast on the opposite side of the street. Hearty cheers 
were given by the hundreds who had assembled and short 
speeches, abounding in words of patriotic ardor and devotion, 
were pronounced, the exercises being enlivened by the singing 
of " The Star Spangled Banner," ** The Red, White and Blue," 
and other national songs. 

TOWN MEETINGS. 

Pursuant to notice, a Town Meeting was held upon May 13th, 
1 861, •' To see if the town will vote to raise money for the pur- 
pose of encouraging patriotic citizens to enroll their names as 
volunteers in defence of their Country and Flag. Also for the 
purpose of supporting the families of such persons during their 
absence in the defence of their Country." At this meeting Ashley 
Stone was chosen Moderator and it was voted ** to authorize the 
Sele6lmen to borrow in their discretion a sum of money not 
exceeding one thousand dollars to be appropriated to the pur- 
poses contemplated in the warning as their judgment may 
dictate." 

On August 25th, 1862, it was voted " that the town pay from 
its treasury the sum of one hundred dollars, as a bounty to, or 
for the benefit of each volunteer who has heretofore, or may 
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hereafter enlist in the military service of the United States from 
this town for the period of at least nine months, and who shall 
be accepted and a6lually serve during the period of his enlist- 
ment, or until his decease, or he be honorably discharged by 
reason of ill health or wounds received in the service." 

It would be most interesting to trace in detail the action of 
the town at the numerous meetings held during the four event- 
ful years, i86i-'65, and to compute approximately the sum of 
money expended by the town, direftly or indirectly, in recom- 
pensing her soldiers, in hiring substitutes and other war expenses 
but it seems best to omit much in this article which I trust will 
be included in a full and complete military history of the town 
which, let us hope will be hereafter written. Suffice it to say 
the policy of the town from first to last was just, liberal, and 
patriotic and we have yet to learn of a single instance of com- 
plaint or dissatisfaction on the part of any soldier who entered 
the army from this town. 

Herewith we present the names of those who enlisted from 
Wilmington, together with all the information obtainable, and 
also the names of those who ever were, or are at the present 
time residents of the town, enlisting elsewhere : 

Co. C, 2D Vt. Vols 

Names. Residence. Remarks. 

Fay L. Bowker Brattleboro, Vt 

Martin L. Fox Whitingham, Vt 

George A. Rice K'd at Fredericks- 
burg, May 3, 1863. 

Waldo D. Russell . . . Fitchburg, Mass 

Co. A, 2D Vt. Vols 

Leander E. Shippee Dead. 

James H. Shippee. . . . Unknown 

Andrew J. Vorce K'd at the Wilder- 
ness, May 5, 1864. 
Brainard F. Childs. . . Arkansas City, Kan. 

(Band) 

3RD Vt. Vols 

William H. Brown Unknown. 
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Oliver Davis Died w'ds June 26, 

4TH Vt. Vols 1 864. 

Co. I. . 

Albert A. Allard (Lt.). Unknown 

Charles S. Bowker Died Dec. 23, 1 879. 

Amasa W. Burt, Jr.. . Unknown 

George C. Cooley Readsboro, Vt 

Charles W. Cummings Unknown 

Leonard N. Cummings Dead. 

David J. Dibble K'd at Lee's Mills, 

April 16, 1862. 

Henry O. Estabrook Died July 29, 1862. 

Joseph M. Edson Died at Brattleboro, 

1888. 

John H. Farnum Died Jan. i , 1 862. 

George W. French. . . Unknown 

George H. Grimes Died in Searsburg, 

Aug. 28,1862. 

Milton C. Handy Died Feb. 1 5, 1862. 

Frank A. Howell. . . . Unknown 

Chas. P. Leonard (G.). Unknown 

William R. Matthews Unknown 

Stephen H. Nelson. . . Sup'd to have died 

in Anderson ville. 

William H. Peck. . . . Unknown 

Ahaz P. Pike Jacksonville, Vt 

Andrew J. Pike Bennington, Vt 

Otis H. Pike Whitingljam, Vt. . . . 

Michael Powers Unknown 

Henry D. Searles Died in the service. 

John H. Tooley Shelburne Falls, Ms. 

Charles Willis Dead. 

5th Vt. Vols 

Co. G. 

Francis E. J. Clifford. Unknown 

7TH Vt, Vols 

Co. E. 
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John S. Stanley..... Wilmington Enl'd Dover. En'd 

previously Water- 
town, Ms., Co. K, 
5th Mass. Vols. 

John Q. Strickland. . . Supposed to be dead. Enlisted Dover. 
8th Vt. Vols 

Julius Bordo (P.). . . . Unknown 

Jacob Clapper (P.). . . . Unknown 

Asa E. Converse (E.). Dover, Vt 

Henry Church (I.)--- Wilmington, Vt... Enlisted Newfane. 

Arthur C. Davis (H.) Dead. 

Joseph Z. Deo (P.) — Unknown 

Geo. P. Dodge (P.). . . Northboro. Mass.. . 

Chas. P. Pox (P.) Died Apr. i6, 1876. 

Solomon Gates (I.). . . Wilmington, Vt.. . . 

Miron Gray (I.) Unknown 

Newell P. Haynes (H.) Dead. 

Lewis H. Lamb (H.) Died Oct. 22, 1 864 

w'ds rec*d at Cedar 
Creek, Oct. 19. 

Thos. Richardson (L). Unknown 

William H. Smith, . . Chicago, 111 Enl'd Townshend. 

Capt.(P.) 

Lucius Y. Swan (P.) Dead, 

J, Henry Stowe (H.). . Wilmington, Vt.. . . 

Timothy Sullivan (L). Unknown 

Chandler P. Wellman Wilmington, Vt.... 

(F-) .--- 

Stephen M. White (P.) Unknown 

qth Vt. Vols 

Lucius C. Adams (H.) Unknown 

Geo. Crawford (E.). . . Unknown 

Geo. A. Coburn (P.). . Unknown 

Luther Planders (E.). Unknown 

John W. Ingerson (E.) Unknown 

Warren W. Mann (K.) Died Feb. 1886. 

Cyrus Partridge (P.) Died Dec. 9, 1 862. 



« 
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Cyron O. Rice (K.) Died at Wilmington 

Stephen B, Wing (E.). Unknown [Mar. 20, 1864. 

I iTH Vt. Vols 

Co. E. 

F. H. Aldrich Wilmington, Vt. . . Enl'd Whitingham. 

J. M, Bassett Wilmington, Vt 

Nelson Bellows Dover, Vt 

Daniel F. Cutting. . . . Northampton, Mass. 

Lysander A. Dennison Died Feb. 9, 1865. 

James R. Dickinson K'd at Cold Harbor 

June I, 1864. 

John F. Dix Bernardston, Mass. . 

Geo. W. Farnum. . . . 345 E. 36th St., N. Y. 

Moses D. Fox Northfield, Minn. . . 

Rollin E. Harris Wilmington, Vt.. . . 

Geo. O. Harvey. .... Westport, N, H.. . . 

Barna N, Phelps West Brattleboro,Vt. Enlisted Halifax. 

Francis E. Ray Wilmington, Vt.. . . 

Willard Russell Dover, Vt 

John C. Sears (Capt.) Dead. 

Sylvester P. Smith... Farmington, Minn.. 

Henry C. Ware Wilmington, Vt 

Jonas F. Ware Died Jan. 21, 1863, 

I 6th Vt. Vols Washington, D. C. 

Co. F. 

Elliott Adams Gloucester, Mass.. . 

Edwin R. Allard Re-enlisted in 1 7th. 

Albert Allen Died Jan. 14, 1863. 

David S. Ballou Wilmington, Vt. . . . 

William M. Ballou. . . Wilmington, Vt. . . [Brigade. 

Hardy F. Barber. . . « Wilmington, Vt.. . . Re-enl'd in Eustis's 

Charles C. Bemis. . . . Unknown 

Alfred S. Bugbee. ... 1 14 E. 24tbSt., N. Y. 

Dana P. Chandler Died at Baltimore, 

July IS, 1863, w'ds 
rec'd July 3, Gettys- 
burg. 
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Asaph P. Childs Springfield, Mass.. . 

Asa E. Converse. . . . Dover, Vt 

Albert L. Crosier. . . . Tampa, Florida. ... 

H. P. Cudworth Blackinton, Mass.. . 

Geo. W. Davenport. . Leyden, Mass 

H. F. Dix (Capt.). . . . Memphis, Tenn.. . . 

S. S. Estabrook Wilmington, Vt 

Sidney J. Estabrook. . Gibson, Penn 

Charles C. Haskell. . . Denison, Texas. . . . 
Newland M.Haskell. Wilmington, Vt.... 

Ephraim Haskell. Wilmington, Vt [Mar. 1873. 

John M. Holland Died Sedalia, Mo., 

Linus G. Hubbard. . . Urbana, 111 

Albert M. Johnson. . . Wilmington, Vt.. . . Re-enlisted in 17th. 
Cyren B. Lawton (Lt.) Died July 1 1 , 1 863, 

w*dsrec'd July 3, at 

Gettysburg. 

George Rose Wilmington, Vt 

C. M. Russell Wilmington, Vt.. . . 

F. W. Stearns Brooklyn, N. Y 

Elmer J. Titus Wilmington, Vt.. . . 

Austin H. Watson. . . 60 White St., N. Y.. 

John Welch Antioch, 111 

Henry A. Wellman.. Wilmington, Vt 

Danforth J. Whiting. . Northfield, Minn 

1 7TH Vt. Vols 

Edwin R. Allard K'd at Spotsylvania 

May 12, 1864. 
Charles E. Boyd K'd at Petersburg, 

June 17, 1864. 

A. M. Johnson Wilmington, Vt 

H. W. Walker Atlanta, Ga 

I sT Vt. Cavalry. 

Co. F. 

Warren E, May Brattleboro, Vt 

Clark P. Stone Palmer, Mass Captain Co. F. 

Mason A. Stone Unknown 
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Jason A. Stone Unknown 

Loami A. Ware Died Sept 19, 1887. 

2ND Regiment U. S 

Sharp Shooters 

Warren W. Smith . . . Fitchburg, Mass 

Present and Former 

Residents of Wil- 

mington who were 

Soldiers. 

Adin Adams Wilmington, Vt Enlisted Newfane, 

Co. I, i6th Vt. 
K. P. Ames Wilmington, Vt. . . . Enlisted H a 1 i f a x, 

Co. F, 1 6th Vt. 
Philetus Averell Wilmington, Vt Enlisted Readsboro 

Co. H, 2nd Reg. U. 

o. O. O. 

Geo. E. Ballou Seward, Kan.. Enlisted Whiting- 
ham, Co. F,i6th Vt. 

Safford Bassett Illinois Reg. Dead. 

Joseph L. Ballou...- Sturbridge, Mass... Enl'd Whitingham, 

Co. F, i6thVt,. 

Waldo O. Bigelow. . . Annapolis, Mo Lieut 2nd Md. Vols. 

Frank J. Boyd Whitingham, Vt Enlisted Readsboro 

Co. H, 8th Vt. 

Edwin W. Bugbee. . . Orange, Mass Enlisted Dover Co. 

C, 2nd Vt. 

Allan S. Canedy Enl'd Bennington, 

Co. E, loth Vt. 
Died June 20, 1889. 

Thomas Canedy Hartwellville, Vt. . . Enlisted Readsboro 

Co. E, 8th Vt. 

E. R. Cook West Dover, Vt Co. C, 14th Vt. Co. 

E, 9th Vt. 

Charles C. Estey. . . . West Gardner, Mass. Co. K, 9th Vt. En- 
listed Readsboro. 

George E. Haynes... Wilmington, Vt.... Enl'd Woonsocket, 

Co. D, Sth R. I. 



194 Wilmington Reunion. 

A. E. Hescock Marlboro, Vt Enlisted Whiting- 

ham, Co. F, 1 6th Vt. 

Joseph L. Gilmore. . . Bennington, Vt Co. A, 2nd Vt. 

Kittredge Haskins... Brattleboro, Vt Enlisted Newfane. 

1st Lt. Co. I, 1 6th 
Vt. Vols. 

B. L. Johnson Wilmington, Vt. . . Co. D, loth Conn. 

Oscar Love Wilmington, Vt Enlisted Jolliett, 111. 

Co. G, 5 3rd Illinois. 
T. J. Miller West Brattleboro, Vt. Enl'd Brattleboro, 

Co. B, 1 6th Vt. 
Fred Moore Wilmington, Vt Enl'd Bennington, 

Co. A, 14th Vt. 
Reuben S. Phillips. . . Unknown Enlisted Readsboro 

Co. F, 17th Vt. 

Otis M. Reed Meridan, Conn Enlisted Dover, Co. 

t E, 7th Vt. 

A. C. Stetson Jacksonville, Vt.. . . Enl'd Whitingham, 

Co. F, 1 6th Vt. 

Daniel B. Smith Unknown 

David A. Tooley Enl'd Whitingham, 

Co. I, .8th Vt. Dead. 
Maurice A. Wheeler Enl'd i ith 111. Died 

at Cairo, 111., fever 

Aug. 12, 1 861. 
Warren H. Wheeler Enl'd i ith 111. Died 

at Cairo, III., fever 

Aug, 14, 1 861. 
William H. Wilson Enl'd Townshend 

Co. D, 1 6th Vt. Died 

Oct. 15, 1862, at 

Brattleboro, Vt, 

M. F. Blodgett Breckenridge, Col.. 13th 111. 

Sereno Bridge 111. Cavalry. Dead. 

Jonas Lincoln Brooklyn, N. Y.. . . 71st N. Y. 

Horace Lincoln Mendota, 111 37th 111. 

Simeon Spencer Jolliett, 111 111. Regt. 
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Merrill Stearns Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 37th 111, 

Henry Stearns Rock Island, 111.. . . 111. Regt. 

Orville Swift Danbury, Conn 7th N. Y. 

W. H. Tyler Guilford, Vt Co. B, i6th Vt. 

Eli Waste New York City 71st N. Y. 

The rendezvous of Company I, Fourth Vermont was at this 
place and the company was drilled by Leonard A. Stearns, who 
was chosen Captain upon the organization of the company. 
Levi M. Tucker of Halifax was chosen First- Lieutenant, and 
Albert A. Allard of Wilmington, Second-Lieutenant. The com- 
pany left for Brattleboro on September 1 2th, where the ten com- 
panies forming the regiment went into camp. The regipient was 
mustered into United States service on September 21st, and 
immediately left for the seat of war. 

Company E, Eleventh Vermont was recruited at Brattleboro. 
Upon organization the following officers chosen : Captain, John 
Hunt of Vernon ; First- Lieutenant, Charles Cummings of Brat- 
tleboro ; Second-Lieutenant, John C. Sears of Wilmington. The 
regiment was mustered into United States service September i , 
1862, departing for the field on the 7th. 

Company F, Sixteenth Vermont was formed at this place 
under E. Gorham, Jr., recruiting officer. The company consisted 
of volunteers from the towns of Wilmington, Whitingham, 
Halifax, Dover, and Searsburg. The company was organized 
September 3, 1 862, in the choice of the following officers : Captain, 
Henry F. Dix of Wilmington ; First-Lieutenant, Henry O. Gil- 
lett of Whitingham ; Second-Lieutenant, George H. Burns of 
Halifax ; Sergeants, Enos Gould, Dover, C. C. Haskell, Wil- 
mington, George F. Blanchard, Whitingham, Charles P. Clark, 
Halifax, George Rose, Wilmington ; Corporals, H. F. Barber, 
Wilmington, M. H. Ames, Halifax, F. C. Burr, Dover, R. E. 
Jillson, Whitingham, C. L. Stacy, Halifax, D. S. Ballou, Wil- 
mington, L. P. Whitney, Halifax, E. F. Gillett, Whitingham. 
Nearly five weeks were spent in drill under the efficient direction 
of Lieut. L. M. Tucker of Halifax, who had resigned from the 
Fourth Vermont. On Wednesday, October 8th, the citizens 
gave the company a farewell dinner which was spread in the 
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beautiful grove owned by W. B. Haskell opposite the Hotel. 
Never dawned a day more beautiful ; all nature seemed in accord 
with the occasion which was hallowed in its associations. Rev. 
Dennis Wells, pastor of the Methodist Church, was President of 
the Day and after the soldiers and friends had taken their places 
at the tables, which were loaded with delicacies, he spoke as 
follows : ** We have come together this day under most peculiar 
. circumstances. As it was the custom of Oriental nations to meet 
together to eat, for the purppse of manifesting their friendship, 
they deeming it as a token never to be broken, so we today 
gather around the festive board, to manifest our friendship as 
well as to feast on things intelleftual." 

Rev. A. W. Goodnow, pastor of the Baptist Church, made 
invocation, especially craving a blessing to rest upon the soldiers 
who were so soon to go forth in the service of their Country. 
After doing abundant justice to the repast addresses were made 
by Capt. E. T. Butterfield, J. M. Tyler, Esq., Charles N. Daven- 
port, J. H. Russell, Rev. O. S. Morris, Dea. Ruel Smith, and 
T. H. Streeter. Today as we recall the occasion and mention 
these names we reflect that only one of those speakers is now 
living. Poems were also read from the pens of D. Gilbert Dex- 
ter, Mrs. Plummer Prouty, and Calvin Holland. Responses were 
made by the following members of the company : Capt. H. F. 
Dix, Lieutenants Gillett and Burns, and Comrades Gould, Griffin, 
Childs, Adams, and Davenport. The addresses, poems, and 
responses were all of the most patriotic, soul-stirring character. 

But perhaps the most deeply interesting feature of the occa- 
sion was the presentation of a beautiful sword and belt to Capt. 
Dix, the gift of the patriotic ladies of the town. Miss Sarah 
Morgan, the talented lady who at that time was conducing the 
High School, was most aptly designated to make the formal 
' presentation, which she did in language at once appropriate and 
graceful. Miss Morgan spoke as follows : 

Captain Dix : — The ponderous doors of war that have so long 
been closed in our Country are again thrown opeh. Our boasted 
land trembles beneath the tread of armed men. The war cry has 
sounded through sunny valleys, over wide prairies, and even on 
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these green hills where quiet has reigned since the brave ** Green 
Mountain, Boys " helped to make our land a nation among 
nation*. And now to the glory of their sons be it spoken, that 
when again the command " To arms " has rung out, so many 
brave ones from these peaceful homes stand ready to do what 
their strong arms can do to plant our grand old '* stars and 
stripes " where they shall wave alike o'er these green-clad hills, 
and the orange groves of the sunny South. 

To you, sir, who have left Coke and Blackstone with their 
abstruse theories of law to force home law and truth, with 
stronger arguments, even at the point of the glittering steel ; to 
you, in behalf of the ladies of Wilmington who are mterested 
by love of Country in the noble cause in which you are volun- 
tarily engaged, and are bound to yourself by ties of friendship 
and esteem, and who will remember you with theintensest inter- 
est as you lead their husbands, sons, and brothers from these 
green hills of their native homes to scenes of danger and death ; 
to you, as the honored and honorable Captain of this gallant 
company, I have the pleasure to present this sword, " trusty and 
true," with the prophetic hope that with it you may strike for 
liberty! Strike for humanity! '* Strike for God and your 
native land." 

In response Captain Dix spoke as follows : 

Ladies of Wilmington : — I accept with thankfulness, and with 
greater satisfaction than I can express, this testimony of your 
good will and esteem. Never had I occasion to express my 
thanks under feelings so oppressive as those I experience at the 
present moment, not that these manifestions from you are new 
or istrange, for they commenced with our acquaintance, and ever 
ready have you been to illuminate with your bright smiles our 
darkened and sorrowful moments, ever ready to dispel with a 
kind word the gloomy thoughts that ofttimes settle on our brows, 
ever ready to minister to our wants ; but this kindness at this 
moment when our connection is about to terminate, almost takes 
from me the power to express the emotions it inspires. Words 
cannot express my thankfulness. You have husbands, brothers, 
and friends among these soldiers, and rest assured so long as this 
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strong right arm can wield this trusty sword, it shall be found 
where duty calls. We believe our cause is just; we gf to battle 
for the right, and we have the strongest assurance that you feel 
a deep interest in our welfare. We know your best wishes will 
accompany us, and we believe that in a few months when " grim- 
visaged war shall have smoothed his wrinkled brow," when the 
angel of peace shall revisit our shores, when the clash of war 
and the din of battle shall be exchanged for the pleasing pur- 
suits of domestic life and we return to our peaceful homes among 
the green hills of Vermont, the plaudits of a rescued people will 
welcome us. 

The President of the Day, Mr. Wells, placed the sword and belt 
upon the person of Captain Dix and made remarks as follows : 
I have the pleasure of thus girding upon you this trusty sword, 
presented you by those who love peace, and are ever found cul- 
tivating its arts with the glad amenities of life — I, a minister of 
the Gospel of Peace, place this upon you as an expression of the 
deep sympathy I have in the cause in which you are about to be 
engaged, with the earnest hope that you will go forward in this 
bloody strife with the sword of the Lord and the sword of 
Gideon. 

The Wilmington Cornet Band discoursed excellent music 
during the afternoon. The benediftion was pronounced and the 
exercises of the day closed. On the morrow the company was 
conveyed to Brattleboro to join the regiment which remained in 
camp at that place until October 24th, when passage was taken 
for Washington. 

In 1 864, it became impossible to fill the town's quota by vol- 
unteer enlistments and it became necessary to hire substitutes. 
On June i8th, 1864, the town voted " that a paper be drawn and 
presented for signatures and that those who subscribe to said 
paper and pay into the town treasury the sum of three hundred 
dollars be indemnified by the town against draft for the next 
three years, and that the town will provide a substitute for all 
such enrolled persons as subscribe to said paper." The follow- 
ing enrolled men availed themselves of the provisions of the 
foregoing vote: Elliot Adams, Newell Adams, O. H. Alvord, 
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L. P. Blodgett, Warren R. Boyd, Edgar F. Boyd, Rufus G, 
Bowker, John R. Buell, Clark Chandler, B. F. Childs, Leland 
Copeland, Chauncey Cobb, Daniel Cushman, Charles N. Daven- 
port, D. Gilbert Dexter, Henry F. Dix, James H. Flagg, John 
H. Flagg, John Fitch, Horace M. Fitch, O. B. Lawton, James 
Miller, John Morris, Ransom H. Moore, Daniel E. Palmeter, 
Albert Palmeter, A. W. Ray, Aldnzo Rice, Perley Rich, Sidney 
Rich, William C. Riddle, C. M. Russell, Nathan Stark, F. R. 
Smith, Chauncey Smith, I. O. P. Smith, George R. Tanner, 
Edward Titus, James M, Tyler, Lucius Walker, George F. 
White, Andrew J. Wilson, John T. Wilson, 

But at last in April, 1865, came the welcome news of peace 
and the bloody conflift that for four long years had ravaged the 
land was brought to a close. 2,829,132 patriotic men had 
marched away from their northern homes to serve their Country 
and to defend the flag; 359,528 came not back again for they 
had fought their last battle and had gone to their graves. Some 
had met their death upon the battle field, or on the ocean wave ; 
some had fallen by disease and some had died in the prison pen. 
;?6, 5 00,000,000 of treasure had been expended to sustain the 
Government and to defend the Union bequeathed by the fathers. 
Sleep peacefully on brave and noble men. Your memory shall 
be kept fadeless, pure, immortal in the hearts and homes of your 
countrymen. They died not in vain. They bore in triumph 
through shot and shell the glorious flag of their Country and 
under God regenerated the political life of the nation. .In our 
mountains are silver and gold ; in our valleys are gems and 
diamonds ; but nowhere is dust so precious as that of our fallen 
braves, for from this springs the harvest of civil liberty. 

^he glorious fruits of a free government are gathered only 
from soil fertilized by the blood of patriots and heroes. They 
went down into death that the republic might rise into newness 
of life. They died for liberty, pouring their heart's blood into its 
channels, stamping their charafters upon its pillars, paving with- 
their bones the highway upon which the nation now marches to 
greater glory and renown. They may repose in unknown graves 
or sleep beneath the sea, yet theirs is a deathless fame. Poetry 
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and eloquence will embalm their memories and keep ever bright 
the recollection of their heroic deeds. 



THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 

That society whose watch-words are " Fraternity, Charity, 
and Loyalty " — fraternity so wide-spread as to embrace all who 
honored themselves by enlisting in the Union Army ; a charity 
so broad as to have included within its benefactions sufferers of 
every class, and of all sections of our Country ; a loyalty that 
maintains " true allegiance to the United States of America." 
based upon a paramount respect for, and fidelity to, its constitu- 
tion and laws, that discountenances " whatever tends to weaken 
loyalty, incites to insurrection, treason or rebellion," and en- 
courages "the spread of universal liberty, equal rights and 
justice to all men," and which constantly inculcates the spirit of 
good will and friendship for all law-abiding citizens of our com- 
mon Country, needs no commendation to the readers of these 
pages. 

The Grand Army of the Republic is the grandest civic organ- 
ization the world has ever seen ; its counterpart is not to be 
found on the globe. Its list of membership is the nation's roll 
of honor, containing the most illustrious names in history, the 
names of the brave men who in the darkest days of the Rebel- 
lion, followed the stars and stripes as the emblem, not of a con- 
federacy of States bound together by ropes of sand, but as' the 
emblem of an indissoluble union of indestru6lible States. 

They followed the flag whether in sunshine or in storm, victory 
or defeat, with more confidence and greater reverence than did 
the children of Israel the pillar of cloud by day and of fire 
by night. 

As the war recedes the men who shared together the priva- 
tions and hardships of the toilsome march, the midnight watch, 
the summer's heat, the winter's blast, the dangers of the battle 
field, the suffering of the hospital, the untold agonies of the 
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prison pen, long for the touch of a comrade's elbow as of old 
and seek the Post Room where the partisan and sectarian are 
not heard. , 

** There are bonds of all sorts in this world of ours,— 
Fetters of friendship and ties of flowers. 
And true lover's knots, I ween ; 
The boy and the girl are bound by a kiss, 
But there's never a bond, old friend, like this — 
We have drank from the same canteen." 

The banners of the Grand Army have been carried into evrey 
State and Territory, and every night the Camp Fires are lighted 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from the Lakes to the Gulf 
There are 7,178 Posts with a membership of 458,230. The 
growth of the order has been steady and healthy. Strong as it 
is, it has never been, and I trust never will be used for partisan 
purposes, or to gratify the personal ambitions of any man or set 
of men. 

Post Reynolds, No. 30, was duly instituted March 23, 1871. 
The organization continued about five years — during which time 
about fifty comrades became members of the Post — but as there 
seemed to be a lack of interest it was deemed best to discontinue 
the organization, which was accordingly done. 

Reorganization of C. B. Lawton Post, No. 44. 

On September 13, 1883, Post C. B. Lawton, No. 44, Depart- 
ment of Vermont, was duly instituted by Comrade H. E. Taylor 
of Brattleboro, Mustering Officer. 

Commanders of the Post have been as follows: 1883, 1884, 
1885, A. M. Johnson ; 1886, J. M. Bassett ; 1887, H. F. Barber; 
1888, F. E. Ray ; 1889, George E. Haynes. Officers for present 
year : George J. Bond, P. C; C. M. Russell, S. V. C; H. A. 
Wellman, J. V. C; B. L. Johnson, Surg.; D. S. Ballou, Chap.; 
N. M. Haskell, Q. M.; A. M. Johnson, Adjt.; H. F. Barber, O. 
D.; R. E. Harris, O. G.; A. C. Stetson, S: M.; Fred Moore, 
Q. M. S. 

The story of the great Rebellion will never grow old. Child- 
ren of the Republic will tell through coming ages how the sol- 
diers of '6 1 -'65 maintained the Constitution, preserved the union 
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of the States established by the fathers, kept the flag unsullied, 
giving to " The nation a new birth of freedom." Comrades, your 
deeds shall go down in song and story which shall be sung and 
told by a grateful people to the glad coming time, 

** When the war drum throbs no longer. 
And the battle flags are furled. 
In the parliament of man, 
The federation of the world." 



WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS. 

The C. B. Lawton W. R. C, No. 34, auxiliary to the G. A. R., 
was established July 21, 1887, with sixteen charter members. It 
now numbers twenty. The obje6l of the Woman's Relief Corps 
is, first, to assist the Grand Army and to perpetuate the memory 
of their heroic dead. SecoriH, to assist such Union veterans as 
need their help, and to extend needful aid to their widows and 
orphans ; to find homes and employment and assure them of 
sympathy and friends ; to cherish and emulate the deeds of our 
army nurses and all loyal women. Third, to inculcate lessons 
of patriotism and love of country among our children ; to ihain- 
tain true allegiance to the United States of America ; to dis- 
countenance whatever tends to weaken loyalty, and to encourage 
universal liberty and equal rights to all men. All loyal women 
with good moral charafter are eligible. Mrs. R. J. Johnson is 
the President for the coming year. 



VICTORY GRANGE. 

Victory Grange was organized January 15, 1875, with thirty- 
seven members. One hundred and eighteen have joined since, 
making in all one hundred and fifty-five members. The smallest 
number at any time was from 1 880 to 1 883, when there were only 
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fifteen members. In 1884 new members commenced to join and 
there has been a steady gain since, with about eighty members 
at the present time. 

Regular meetings are held Fridays on or before each full 
moon and two weeks after, with extra meetings as occasion 
requires. Subjefts of general interest to the farmers are dis- 
cussed. The best methods of raising the different farm crops, 
care, and feed of farm stock, the best and most profitable stock 
to raise. The household questions are also discussed to some 
extent, and we trust they will receive more attention in the future. 
The young people are asked to declaim or read seleftions at 
nearly every meeting, and we are not without music ; the choir 
is one of the attraftive features. We believe the Grange has 
done and is doing a good work in Wilmington, by making better 
farmers as well as better men and women of its members. It is 
an organization that no man or woman who has an interest in 
agriculture need be ashamed that they have joined. The time 
has come when the farmers must organize for their own protec- 
tion. Every trade and every profession have their organization ; 
the farmer was the last to organize, but through the Grange they 
have an organization that is recognized as a power in the land. 
It is honored by our legislators and its petitions are respefted 
and considered. One of the great works of the Grange is to 
educate the farmer ; to teach him that he is equal to other men 
and not their inferior. We ask all who are interested in agri- 
culture to join with us and help the good work along. 



WAVERLY LODGE, NO. 53,1. O. OF G. T. 

Among the flourishing social institutions of Wilmington in the 
past few years has been Waverly Lodge of Good Templars, 
which was organized in 1882 with Rev. Joseph Hamilton as its 
first Chief Templar. From the first it has had some very zealous 
members and its literary entertainments have been of a very 
high order ; while in a quiet way it has always had an influence 
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in the community for sobriety any purity. In the seven years 
of its existence over one hundred and seventy members have 
been enrolled on its books. The present Lodge Deputy is George 
E. Haynes, and H. Mann, Jr., is the present Chief Templar. 
The warm-hearted people of this organization give a generous 
greeting to all new members. 



WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION. 

The Woman's Christian Temperance Union was organized 
June 15, 1883, by Mrs. J. K. Barney of Connecticut, and has 
been doing adlive, aggressive work ever since. With a member- 
ship of forty, and conducting eight distinfl departments, each 
managed by an efficient superintendent, its work is diversified. 
Believing that the hope of the future lies in the children of to- 
day, special attention is given to temperance teaching both in our 
public and Sunday schools. A large proportion of the children 
in the latter have taken the triple pledge. Union Temperance 
Sunday School Concerts are held quarterly for the benefit of the 
children. 

The departments of work now receiving attention are health, 
hygiene, scientific temperance instruction, Sunday School, fran- 
chise, social purity, press and kindergarten. Many lecturers 
have been invited to the town by the Union, among the most 
noted, Mrs. Mary A. Livermor^, Mrs. Emily McLaughlin, Rev. 
Ada C. Bowles, Miss Narcissa White, Mrs. Zerelda Wallace, and 
Mrs. Sarah M. Perkins. 

Parlor meetings are held occasionally at the homes of mem- 
bers at which times local talent is utilized. These gatherings 
are not only very entertaining, but also prove helpful in educa- 
ing public sentiment in favor of temperance. 

Amount of money raised by the Union since organization, 
$440. Present officers : President, Mrs. Anna M. Spencer; First 
Vice-President, Mrs. Emma G. Ware ; Second Vice-President, 
Mrs. Clara B. Barber ; Secretary, Mrs. Vienna S. Wheeler ; 
Treasurer, Miss Helen S. Barnard. 
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THE WILMINGTON AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

This society is one of the oldest and has, ever since it was 
first organized, been called one of the best and most prosperous 
organizations of the kind in the State. So great was its reputa- 
tion that about the year i860 Judge Collamer said at the State 
Fair at Rutland, '* Wilmington has beaten the State every time." 

The society was organized about 1850, and with the exception 
of two years, has held an exhibition every year since — the exhi- 
bition this year being the thirty-eighth since its organization. 
Soon after the society was organized the town was divided into 
two sedlions called the Eastern and Northern. Each provided 
themselves with a large wagon — the Eastern forty and the 
Northern thirty feet long — covered with white cloth, with red 
and blue curtains, and usually trimmed with evergreens. These 
wagons freighted with joyous maids, matrons, and little folks, 
and drawn by all the oxen which could be gathered from each 
section and lead by the Wilmington Cornet Band (which is still 
in a flourishing condition) was usually the great feature of the 
day. Much good-natured strife was aroused between the two 
sections for the honor of having the best and largest team. In 
1859 the records show that the Northern team had sixty-one 
pairs of oxen, and the Eastern fifty-three pairs — one hundred 
and fourteen in all. It has ever been the ol^ect of the society 
to strive to excel in everything, and it would seem that the 
motto which floated over^the wagon from the North, 

** This is the best that we can do. 
In eighteen hundred and fifty-two," 
had ever been the motto of the society. These wagons were 
run until 1878, when on account of there being less oxen kept, 
many farmers using horses instead, they were discontinued. 

Although in later years there has not been as good an exhi- 
tion of oxen, it has been made up by the increased exhibit of 
young stock. The exhibit of 1888 was universally considered 
as one of the best in the history of the society. Within the last 
few years the low price of stock and the high price of horses 
has led many to increase their stock of horses, and now the 
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need of a place suitable to show our horses and colts in connec- 
tion with our cattle is felt. 

It would seem that one of the best proofs of the push and 
determination of the people of Wilmington is in the fa<5l that in 
all this time visitors have never been charged a penny for admis- 
sion to the fairs, and whenever any money was needed to pay 
expenses the people have bountifully supplied it when asked. It 
has been no present pecuniary return which has induced the 
farmers to so nobly sustain them, as no money premiums were 
available, and the honor of having the best was the reward for 
which all sought, trusting that the advantage so obtained would 
return a reward in the future. During the past two years sub- 
scription papers have been circulated and money raised, which 
has been divided into money premiums by the society. This has 
added not a little interest, and makes it more of an objefl for 
our farmers to bring out their neat stock, and should the money 
premiums continue to be offered we look for a larger exhibit and 
better fairs in the future. 

Officers of the society, 1 890 : President, Adin Adams ; Vice- 
President, E. A. Fitch ; Secretary, C. M. Russell ; Treasurer, J. 
M. Bassett ; Directors, J. H. Stowe, Spencer Robinson, J. H. 
Kidder, F. R. Smith, O. F. Howe ; Marshal, F. E. Ray ; Assis- 
tant Marshals, Mills Brown, F. H. Aldrich ; Auditors, E. M. 
Haynes, N. D. Mann ; Out Door Committee of Arrangements, 
C. W. Bissell, E. M. Haynes, D. G. Hubbard, J. W. Temple, P. 
G. Hubbard ; In Door Committee of Arrangements, C. C. Clark, 
A. W. Rice. A. L. Haynes, Mrs. A. L. Haynes, Miss Ida Har- 
ris, Miss Martha Lawton. 



FINANCIAL REPORT. 

The following report presented by C. D. Spencer, Treasurer 
of the Reunion Association, shows the receipts and expenses of 
the reunion and celebration in detail : 
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Receipts. 

Appropriated by the town I>300 00 

Subscriptions from town citizens procured 
by E. M. Haynes, Chairman Finance 

Committee 190 00 

Cash from Banquet Committee — 

Sales of food, etc 40 53 

Sales of decorations, etc 15 25 

Sales of sashes and contributions 19 39 

Cash of W. H. Childs, fireworks 61 07 

INDIVIDUAL subscriptions ALPHABETICALLY 

ARRANGED. 

J. H. Adams, North Adams, Mass 10 00 

Benjamin H. Adams, Brooklyn 25 00 

W. E. Barber, Brattleboro, Vt 5 00 

G. L. Clary, Brattleboro, Vt 5 00 

A. P. Childs, Springfield, Mass 16 00 

F. W. Childs, Brattleboro, Vt 25 00 

R. S. Childs, Springfield, Mass 25 00 

A. W. Childs, Brattleboro, Vt 10 00 

Mary L. Crowell, Brattleboro, Vt 10 00 

O. L. Cushman, New York 10 00 

H. B. Cushman, New York 10 CX) 

W. F. Cushman, New York 5 06 

C. H. Davenport, Brattleboro, Vt 10 00 

Fred O. Dodge, Boston 2 00 

James H. Flagg, North Adams, Mass 10 cx) 

John H. Flagg, New York 25 00 

Fred A. Flagg, New York 5 00 

F. W. Fairbanks, New York 5 00 

E. A. Fairbanks, New York. 5 00 

H. M. Fox, Brooklyn 5 00 

George G. Fox, Charlestown, Mass 1 5 00 

Ford & Perry, Brooklyn 10 00 

Gardner S. Howe, Hinsdale, N. H 5 00 



Amount carried forward, $^7i 24 
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Amount brought forward, $^7Z 24 

M. L. Hannum, Brooklyn 2 00 

T. W. Keating, Jr., Brooklyn 5 00 

Mrs. T. W. Keating, Jr., Brooldyn 2 00 

O. M. Lawton, Brooklyn 5 00 

J. A. Lincoln, Brooklyn 10 GO 

Walter C. Lincoln, Brooklyn 5 00 

M. A. Lyman, South Boston, Mass.. 5 00 

H. W. Miller, Brooklyn 5 00 

Mrs. H. W. Miller, Brooklyn 2 00 

F. L. Millington, New York 5 GO 

C. A. Miner, Auburndale, Mass 5 00 

John L. Patch, Brooklyn 5 00 

L. F. Pettee, Brooklyn 10 00 

J. W. Prouty, Brattleboro, Vt i 00 

Sarah E. Ray, Brooklyn 5 00 

R. H. Riddell, Somerville, Mass 10 00 

Sidney Rich, Wilmington, Vt i GO 

Charles E. Stearns, Brooklyn 5 00 

Mrs. Charles E. Stearns, Brooklyn 2 00 

H. W. Steams, Brooklyn 10 00 

L. N. Smith, Worcester, Mass 5 00 

L O. P. Smith, Brattleboro, Vt i 00 

El win H. Smith, Cambridgeport, Mass 10 00 

Darwin J. Smith, Cambridgeport, Mass... 5 00 

O. F. Swift, Springfield, Mass i 00 

L. P. Stone, Philadelphia 10 00 

Byron A. Stone, Mohawk, N. Y 1 5 00 

Dexter L. Stone, New York 10 00 

Leander Titus, Brooklyn 5 00 

Henri Titus, Brooklyn 5 GO 

Frank E. Titus, Brooklyn 3 00 

Arnold Titus, Brooklyn 5 00 

A. H. Watson, New York. .'. 10 GO 

P. L. Watson, Brooklyn 5 00 



Amount carried forward, $\o(>'^ 24 
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Amoujit brought forward, $1063 24 

L. A. Ware, New York 5 00 

H. S. Ware, Brooklyn 5 00 

Emma Talbot Wright, Cambridge, Mass. . 4 00 

H. D. Whitney, Chattanooga, Tenn i 00 

Mrs. E. C. Winchester, Brooklyn 2 00 



Expenses. 
Paid Kittredge Haskins for services as Ora- 
tor of the Day $ 50 00 

Paid W. H. Childs for fireworks 261 07 

First Regiment Band of Brattleboro. 135 00 
Burr & MacLellan hotel bill Brattle- 
boro Band 56 50 

Wilmington Cornet Band 75 00 

C. M. Russell for presenting stereop- 

ticon portraits 50 00 

(Whole expense of exhibit'n $70.78) 

O. H. Jones, bill of printing 40 01 

R. S. Childs, decorations 97 08 

A. L. Childs, postage expense 1 2 81 

A. E. Noyes for badges i 25 

Spencer & Leonard for merchandise. 73 58 

O. O. Ware for merchandise 615 

C. H. Parmelee for merchandise. ... 3 51 

A. L. Wheeler for merchandise 4 05 

Mrs. Bell for use of grove 5 00 

A. E. Thurber, Brattleboro, for rolls 10 00 
Industrial Union, Brattleboro, bread 36 00 
W. F. Richardson, Brattleboro, meat 61 75 
Stickney Brothers, Brattleboro, Sara- 
toga chips 5 00 

D. V. C. Association for butter 4 68 

Copeland & Bellows, use of lumber. 8 50 

Amount carried forward, J^996 94 
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Amount brought forward, $996 94 

Mrs. F. E. Ray, labor i 00 

Daniel L. May, labor 5 10 

J. M. Bassett, labor 3 00 

C. M. Russell, labor 9 00 

E. O. Barnard, labor. 4 00 

E. M. Haynes, labor and cash ex- 
pended as per bill 20 35 

W. G. & L. Co. for lumber 423 

E. A. Fitch for labor 4 62 

Ice Company for ice 75 

A. M. Johnson, stationery, etc i 05 

H. W. Stearns for marshals' sashes. 17 50 

J. H. Kidder for masks, etc.. 6 05 

E. A. Willard, cash paid as per bill. 6 65 




$1080 24 



ADDITION TO MILITARY HISTORY. 

[The following additions to the Military History have been 
obtained since that article was printed :] 

Among Wilmington's early military officers were Capt. Dr. 
Pulsifer, Col. Horace Hastings, Capt. Lancey Forbes, Maj. A. 
B. Childs, and Maj. David Bills, all of whom and others served 
in the State militia, though the records in the Adjutant General's 
office being incomplete failed to give the local history. 



ERRATA. 



Page 40, 
Page 45 
Page 47, 
Page 55 
Page 55 
Page 68, 
Page 68, 
Page 73, 
Page 76, 
Page 81 
Page 88, 



line 3, read ** 1794" for '* 1784." 

next to last line, read " their " for '' those." 

line 23, read " 1792 " for *' 1788." 

line 14, read **Searsburg" for "Searsbury." 

line 23, read " the" for *^that." 

line 5, read ** 1857 " for '' 1867." 

line 6, read " Israel Lawton " for " James Lawton." 

line 28, read '* 1880" for" 1888." 

last line, read *' 1777 " for " 1781." 

line 25, read " Warner" for ** Warren." 

read ** Elijah Easton, Jr." for '* P^lijah Eaton, Jr." 
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ORGANS 
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ESTABLISHED 80 YEARS. 



ORGANS 
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ORGANS 



SOLD UPON MERIT. 



HONESTLY BUILT. 



OVER 200,000 SOLD. 



THOROUGHLY EQUIPPED. 



WORTH TWICE THEIR COST. 



UNEOUALLED IN TONE. 



KNOWN THE WORLD OVER. 



ErSTEY GR6AN G0., BRAWLE1B0R0', W. 

Send, for Illuatrcited. Ceit^logue, P^ree, 
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ENGBK^&^LEONAKB 



Keep constantly on hand a well-selected stock of 

We exercise great care to have the quality of all our articles in 
stock standard, and our prices commend themselves to 

careful buyers. 

WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OF SUPPLYING FARM 
PRODUCE, PARTICULARLY MAPLE SUGAR 
AND SYRUP, AND BUTTER TO CON- 
SUMERS AT LOW PRICES. 

j|@°^Our "Haystack" Brand of Pure Maple Syrup is unriv- 
alled, and any order from one gallon to a car lot will receive 
prompt attention. Orders from families solicited. 

SPENCER & LEONARD, 

Wilmington, Vt. 



4 wittt|s, ^itoi^ifwsit ljai(flttiat[^. 4 




PRESCRIPTIONS CAREFULLY COMPOUNDED. 

o 

We aim to keep up the old-time reputation of this store for 

the best 
-:- TEAS, COFFEES, SPICES, AND CANNED GOODS. -:- 

Complete Stock of 

IsTO. 1 SU^I^ID^WJ^I^E. 

SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO BUILDERS' HARD- 
WARE, SUPPLIES, ETC. 

~){'j^ Quality and Prices Guaranteed, -^^ir 

CHAS. H. PARMELEE, 

Wilmington, Vt. 



2 1 8 Appendix. 



"FRATERNITY, CHARITY AND LOYALTY." 



o 



^. K\JSS^. 




ILLUSTRATED ENTERTAINMENTS * * * 

^ * * * UPON POPULAR SUBJECTS. 



Special Entertainment for the Present Season, 

Oattles aipd ^eadei®§ of ttpe ^ivil vX/a^, 

OR 

.Heroes and Historic Places of the Rebellion. 



FROM SUMTER TO APPOMATTOX, : : : 

OR 

: WITH OUR SOLDIERS FROM i86i TO 1865. 

o 

-:- BEAUTIFUL STEREOPTICON ILLUSTRATIONS. -:- 

GRAPHIC DESCRIPTIONS. 

Liberal terms made with Grand Army Posts, W. R. Corps, 
Camps S. of V., Lodges, Churches, Societies or any organ- 
ization desiring an entertainment at once pleasing 

and instructive. 

S^^For terms, dates , etc., address 

0. M. RUSSELL, 

Wilmington, Vermont. 




THE CORNER STORE. 

s^ORRIfq 0. yfiflK^,!h, 



DEALER IN 



WILMINGTON. VT. 



8@=Stnctly Pure Maple Syrup and Sugar 
Season. 



. Specialty i 



Rapoiida Lake. 

A SUMI.ILR KhSORT SITUATF.L IN W ,L..11NC 1 JN, VT. 
A fine, modern hotel with first-class furnishings and board un- 
surpassed by any country house. Superiot boating, beautiful 
drives, lovely walks. Rates moderate. In arranging for your 
summer vacation remember Raponda, 

E. E. WHEELER, President. 
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THE NEW YORK LIF^E INSURANCE COMPANY 

OF NEW YORK 

IVM Assets over $110,000,000 

Offers the most liberal policy, pays its losses the most promptly, 
and deals the most liberally with its policy holders of any com- 
pany doing business in this section of the country. -^ 

iS^^It has paid to Policy Holders in IVilming-'on in the last few 
years oi^er $15,000. 
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THE FIDELITY AND CASUALTY COMPANY 

OF NEW YORK 

Issues Accident Policies at the lowest rate conservative with 
good business principles. Has assets over ;§ 1,000,000, and has 
all the leading features in its policies. 

Information in regard to either of these companies freely given 
by A. P. CHILDS, or E. P. HADLEY, General Agents, 

Springfield, Mass., 

CUDWORTH & CHILDS, Brattleboro, Vt., or 
E A. WILLARD, JR., WILMINGTON, VT. 
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